
2022 LEED GOLD CERTIFICATION CASE STUDY
JUDGE PATRICIA H. CLARK 
CHILDREN & FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER
 

1211 East Alder Street, Seattle, WA 98122

ABOUT THE PROJECT
The Judge Patricia H. Clark 
Children and Family Justice 
Center (CFJC) addresses the 
need for a holistic approach to 
serve justice-involved youth and 
their families. Spacious,  
natural-light filled courtroom  
lobbies accommodate small to  
large families, the resource center 
connects families to on-site  
providers with dedicated space  
and privacy, and the  
trauma-informed juvenile 
detention center offers spaces for 
services including health and  
dental, education, and youth 
programming.
 

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT AND AMENITIES
King County chose to build this new facility on the existing site of the former Youth Services 
Center, which maintains and improves access to quality transit and a plethora of nearby amenities 
while preserving and redesigning public open spaces. The Alder Connection - a pedestrian and 
bicycle pathway that reconnected East Alder Street between 12th and 14th Avenues – was 
reintroduced to the neighborhood after a 50-year closure.

When granted authority for design-build delivery in 2013, the CFJC was the largest design-build 
building public project in Washington state (Federal, WSDOT and private projects excluded). 
Most notably, the project has been honored with national awards from the Design-Build  
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Families and employees are greeted by a serene rain garden.  

Learn more at: Kingcounty.gov/ CFJC

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/facilities-management/major-projects-capital-planning/current-projects/Judge-Patricia-H-Clark-Children-Family-Justice-Center.aspx


Institute of America (DBIA) and Engineering News-Record (ENR).

LEED AND SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
Seeking LEED Gold certification, the CFJC uses 
healthy materials throughout and is equipped 
with the latest sustainable technology including:

• Healthy and Sustainable Materials: Building 
materials including paints, flooring, composite 
wood, ceiling and insulation products, and  
furniture were selected because they are low in 
volatile organic compounds (VOC) and toxins.

Close care was taken to use safer alternatives to 
any products containing hazardous chemicals  
that appear on the International Living Future  
Institute’s “Red List” of harmful materials.

• Energy Performance: The building complex and project site are designed to save 
energy by 20% over Seattle Energy Code, perform better than similar buildings by 
26%, and improve overall indoor environmental quality. 

With Acuity Lighting Controls that manage the lighting sensors along with  
window-lined public areas that maximize natural light, the CFJC conserves  
energy to its full potential while ensuring adequate lighting levels around all areas of the facility 
and maintains comfortable temperatures throughout the year.  

 
• Green Roof and Water Conservation: The plumbing system makes use of the lat-
est green technologies such as low-flow shower, toilet and urinal fixtures through-
out the courthouse delivers a 30% reduction in water use. 

Alongside the green roof, rain garden, and bioretention ponds, the facility’s  
annual water usage becomes 20% more efficient than required by building code. 

The building’s beautiful rain garden showcases Princeton Sentry trees, Barrenwort plants, and 
Mexican beach cobble stones. The garden helps 
treat and divert  
stormwater from the building. 

• HVAC Efficiency: The ClimaCool central plant 
consists of state-of-the-art heat pumps that 
out-performs traditional boiler/chiller systems, 
saving 75% of the average footprint and up to 
40% of the average footprint when compared to 
typical simultaneous heat pumps and heat  
recovery systems. 

Each Module of the system can be used for  
heating and/or cooling on demand to match 
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The building will see greater energy savings with LED lights throughout.

The Air-To-Water heat pump system reduces the environmental impact.

Learn more at: Kingcounty.gov/ CFJC

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/facilities-management/major-projects-capital-planning/current-projects/Judge-Patricia-H-Clark-Children-Family-Justice-Center.aspx


building loads, providing optimum performance and substantial energy savings. 

• Waste Diversion: To help reduce the burden 
on landfills, 91% of construction and demolition 
(C&D) waste has been diverted from landfills by 
co-mingling C&D recycling.  

The contractor removed over 28,000 tons of  
debris over the course of construction of the 
Children and Family Justice Center. Much of this 
recycled waste was generated by the demolition 
of the Youth Services Center, the previously  
existing court and detention complex. 

TRAUMA-INFORMED DESIGN
Wayfinding and furnishings are inspired by Puget Sound, the city, mountains and forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. Ten courtrooms throughout the building. Confidential meeting spaces are  
separated from public lobby areas. Similarly, a detention staff committee helped inform  
wayfinding color schemes and selected dayroom naming conventions in Secure Detention.  
Furthermore, detention is designed to allow for bed spaces to be converted in the future to 
non-detention program areas.

 
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT
King County’s Priority Hire Program is a work-
force and economic development strategy that  
fosters opportunities in the construction industry 
with a certain percentage of those jobs filled by 
local workers from economically disadvantaged 
areas. Apprentices performed a total of 159,000 
labor hours on the Children and Family Justice 
Center from 2017-2019.

The CFJC project has increased employment and 
job-training opportunities for veterans, women, 
and people of color:

• 29% of apprentices came from Priority Hire zip 
codes

• Female apprentices performed 6.6% of total apprenticeship hours, and minorities performed 
57% of total apprenticeship hours.

• 25% or more of the total project construction hours were performed by participants enrolled in 
state recognized registered apprenticeship programs.
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Demolition of the former Youth Services Center.

Learn more at: Kingcounty.gov/ CFJC

The Apprenticeship Program paid out more than $3 million in wages.

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/facilities-management/major-projects-capital-planning/current-projects/Judge-Patricia-H-Clark-Children-Family-Justice-Center.aspx

