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The AIU Testing Center exists to provide a testing environment for examinees to perform at 
their highest potential. The Testing Center is committed to maintaining academic integrity 
while serving students in a professional manner and adhering to practices that are consistent 
with international testing industry standards. The Center also works with faculty and the wider 
campus community to offer its testing spaces and staff to facilitate a variety of assessments.

At AIU, we pride ourselves in helping every applicant achieve their academic endeavors. To 
ensure that we meet this goal, we require all applicants to demonstrate their aptitude levels 
in English and Mathematics. If you do not meet the following minimum English and Math 
requirements for entry into our degree programs, you will be offered admittance to our English 
Foundation Program (EFP) and/or Math Foundation Program (MFP).

Remember these are placement tests and are not pass/fail assessments. We use these tests 
to ensure that we place you in the courses that best match your abilities. We recommend that
you take some time to prepare for the tests by reviewing our guidance material on our placement 
tests. 

About the Testing Center

Why should I take placement tests?

Testing at AIU



English Placement Test

The AIU English Placement test verifies a student’s readiness for academic success in 
AIU’s English-language curriculum. The test reliably measures performance in the key skill 
areas of listening comprehension, grammatical knowledge, vocabulary range, and reading 
comprehension.

Duration: Max 1 hour
Number of questions: 80
Mode: Computer Based

Listening
Grammar
Vocabulary
Reading 

Structure

Skill Areas 
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English Sample questions

In each form of the EPT, the first 25 items assess listening comprehension. There are two types 
of listening comprehension items. 

Following listening comprehension, there are 20 grammar items. Each grammar item represents 
a short conversational exchange between two speakers. Part of the exchange has been omitted, 
and test takers must select, from the four answer choices provided, the word or phrase that 
correctly completes the exchange.

Grammar sample 3 
“What’s on the agenda for next week?” “The new designs will _______ by then, so we should 
discuss those.” 

a. finalize
b. be finalizing
c. have finalized
d. have been finalized ☑

Part 1: In the first section, test takers hear a question or a statement requiring a response. Test 
takers select the most appropriate response from the three options provided. 
Listening, Part 1 sample 
Audio only: Can we talk about the group project tomorrow?

    a. No, it isn’t. 
    b. Yes, today is fine 
    c. Sure, anytime. ☑

Part 2: In the second section, test takers hear a short conversation between two speakers. After 
the conversation, test takers answer a question about the conversation, selecting the correct 
answer from the three options provided. 
Listening, Part 2 sample 
Audio Only: 
M: Excuse me, I’ve been walking around the mall for twenty minutes, looking for a place to eat.
W: There’s a Chinese restaurant up on the third floor, right next to the movie theater. 
M: No way! I just came from there. Maybe I should just skip lunch . . .] 
2. What are the speakers talking about? 

a. the size of the mall
b. the location of a restaurant ☑
c. the lunch menu

Listening Comprehension 

Grammar 
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English Sample questions

Next are 20 vocabulary items. In each item, test takers must select the word, from the four 
answer choices provided, that correctly completes a sentence that has had one word removed. 

Finally, there are 15 reading comprehension items. The first five reading comprehension items 
assess sentence-level reading comprehension. Each item consists of one sentence followed 
by a question concerning its meaning. Test takers must select the correct answer from four 
options. 

Following the sentence-level items, test takers are presented with two reading passages of 
different lengths and a total of ten reading comprehension questions. The questions tap a 
range of reading skills. Test takers must select the correct answer from four options.

Reading Comprehension, Reading Passage sample
Invasive Weeds

A weed can be defined as any plant considered undesirable or a nuisance. Often the term is applied 
to unwanted plants found in settings such as gardens, lawns, agricultural fields, and parks. It 
can also be applied to unwelcome plants in forests, wooded areas, and other natural habitats. 

Weeds that grow and reproduce rapidly, crowding out other plants, are known as  
invasive weeds. Invasive weeds are generally nonnative species, often introduced 
by humans, whether intentionally or accidentally. They harm the environment by 
outcompeting native plants, altering animal habitats, and increasing soil erosion.  

Controlling invasive weeds can be difficult and expensive. For small- or medium-sized 
infestations, introducing insects or diseases that attack the weeds can be effective. Machines or 
people working by hand can also dig up invasive weeds, taking care not to scatter the seeds in 
the process. Often, when an invasive weed infestation is discovered, it has become so large that 
containment may not be practical. Herbicides chemicals that kill the plants-may need to be 
sprayed, either by ground crews or from aircraft. Often the most successful approach is to use a 
combination of these techniques.

Vocabulary sample 4 
As part of the company’s safety policy, employees practiced _______ the building. 

a. evacuating ☑
b. discharging
c. terminating
d. inhibiting

Reading Comprehension, Sentence-Level sample 5

It was only when Stephen went abroad to college that he learned how valuable it was to have 
his family living nearby. 
What did Stephen realize when he went to college? 

a. He enjoyed living overseas. 
b. His family wanted him to live at home. 
c. His family missed him. 
d. His family was important to him. ☑

Vocabulary 

Reading Comprehension 
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English Sample questions

6. What is the main idea of the text? 
a. Weeds grow more slowly than other plants. 
b. Weeds can be easily controlled. 
c. Most weeds are native species. 
d. Some weeds are bad for the environment. ☑

7. In the second sentence of the passage, what does the term refer to? 
a. settings 
b. plant
c. weed ☑
d. nuisance 

8. According to the information in paragraph 2, what is one characteristic of invasive weeds? 
a. They are harmful to humans. 
b. They grow very quickly. ☑
c. They need special soil conditions. 
d. They are generally native to the area. 

9. In paragraph 2, why does the author mention soil erosion?  
a. to give an example of how weeds affect the environment ☑
b. to introduce a problem caused by some animals 
c. to compare the effects of two types of weeds 
d. to explain that some native plants are harmful 

10. What does the author conclude about fighting invasive weeds?
a. Using several methods together is best. ☑
b. Containment is the most practical option. 
c. Chemicals are not a safe option. 
d. Herbicides are most effective on small infestations.



Mathematics Placement Test
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The Advanced Algebra and Functions placement test is a computer adaptive assessment of 
test takers’ ability for selected mathematics content. Questions will focus on a range of topics, 
including a variety of equations and functions, including linear, quadratic, rational, radical, 
polynomial, and exponential. Questions will also delve into some geometry and trigonometry 
concepts.

Duration: Untimed
Number of questions: 20
Mode: Computer Based

Linear equations 
Linear applications 
Factoring 
Quadratics 
Functions 
Radical and rational equations 
Polynomial equations 
Exponential and logarithmic equations 
Geometry concepts 
Trigonometry

Structure

Skill Areas 
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Math Sample questions
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Math Sample questions
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Math Sample questions
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Testing Guidelines

Rules Relating to Examinees
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The Testing Center enforces strict rules to ensure an optimum testing environment:

• Apart from Admissions-related testing, all testing must be scheduled ahead to ensure that 
there is no overflow of testers.
• Once testing has begun, only authorized proctors may be present inside the room at any time 
during the testing session.
• Unless needed for medical purposes, all personal belongings such as mobile devices, watches, 
purses and items of a similar nature, must be placed within the lockers that are provided free 
of charge to examinees.
• Any item brought into the testing room by an examinee must be shown to and be approved 
by the test administrator.
• The only item that examinees are allowed to bring inside the Center is photo identification. 
Scratch paper and a pencil or pen will be provided by the staff.
• The examinee may not leave with any of the Center’s items, including the scratch paper and 
pencil/pen. All items are the property of the University and must always remain in the Center.
• All examinees will be treated in a similar manner. No examinee will be discriminated against 
or given special treatment based on their gender, nationality, race, sexual orientation, disability 
or religion.
• During testing, any examinee caught cheating in any form will be prohibited from continuing 
their test. An incident report form will be filled out by the proctor and submitted to the Testing 
Coordinator. Any further testing of the student will only be allowed on receipt of written 
permission from the Vice President for Enrollment & Student Affairs or the Vice President for 
Academic Affairs.
• Examinees will be able to receive an immediate score report if the specific test allows for it. 
Scores of tests that are not immediately graded will be shared with the concerned staff member 
for them to utilize and/or hand to the testers.
• Examinees have the right to appeal the results of a test, in writing within five working days 
from date of receival of the test score, to the Director of University Testing. Any decision which 
involves altering an examinee’s score must be reviewed and approved by the Vice President 
for Enrollment & Student Affairs, Vice President for Academic Affairs, or Director of University 
Testing.
• Examinees have the right to file grievances about any facet of the Testing Center. See the 
Testing Grievance Procedure section at the end of this document.



13

Testing Guidelines

Prohibited items in the testing lab
Examinees’ personal belongings are prohibited within the AIU Testing Center. All personal 
items must be stored in an assigned locker out of reach. This includes, but is not limited to the 
following:

Please Note: The dimensions of a locker are 33x40x55cm. Hence, items such as helmets, 
skateboards and other items of similar sizes will not be able to be  stored and will be left outside 
the testing room at the examinee’s own risk.

• Electronic devices, such as cell phones, smart and digital watches, activity tracking devices 
(Fitbits), laptops, tablets, smart glasses, headphones, and earplugs.
• Recording or photographic devices and other aids.
• Any electronic device not listed above must be shown to the proctor and will be subject to 
inspection and approval.
• Flash/thumb drives or any other portable electronic device.
• Using or possessing books, notes/papers of any kind, calculators, watches, mechanical 
pencils, earplugs, hats, headsets, rulers, listening or music devices, cellular and smart phones, 
tablets, recording or photographic devices, and other aids, unless previously authorized.
• Sunglasses.
• Large outerwear, such as, winter coats, raincoats and gloves.
• Books, dictionaries, and notes/papers of any kind, unless previously authorized.
• Language translators and/or spell checkers.
• Calculators, unless previously authorized.
• Slide rules, protractors, compasses, or rulers.
• All food and beverages.
• Large bracelets, large necklaces, analog watches, non- metal jewelry items (e.g., necklaces/
bracelets made of silicone, rubber, fiber or nylon).
• Lanyards and nametags, except for the AIU Student ID which should be handed over to the 
proctor within the testing room.
• Highlighters, ink pens, felt-tip markers, colored pens or pencils, and correction fluid/tape.
• Earplugs, earmuffs, and headphones of any kind.
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Tips for Success! 

Be prompt! Give yourself time to arrive and begin your test without feeling rushed.  

Come comfortable! Dress so that you are comfortable while taking the test. 

Be rested! Studies show, you test better when you’re rested!  

Be confident! Show what you know! The purpose of the test is to place you in the level that will 

best support your future at AIU.  

Don’t compare! This test is about you and for you. It doesn’t matter how others score. 

Pace yourself! Take your time! The proctor will ensure you know the amount of time you have 

to test.  

Stay calm! There is no need to be anxious. These tests show what you know, and where you 

can be supported.  

Follow instructions! Listen to and read directions carefully and ask if you have any questions!  
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