LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE

Be sure to check our evening performance and presentation schedule for entertainment options during your stay

Six-night Itinerary

Day 1:

4:00-6:00 pm:  CHECK IN

6:30pm:  Dine at McKinley Creekside Cafe
7:30-9:00pm: Evening Naturalist/Photography Walk

*Order To-Go lunch

Day 2:

7:00am: Enjoy breakfast in our Artisan Café
8am-4:00pm: Packrafting Trip:  Packrafts are lightweight and stable boats you can carry easily.  They allow for rapid wilderness travel, and are really fun to paddle. Hike through the wilderness to a stunning mountain stream and float by the majestic peaks of the Alaska Range on this all day tour.  Alaska is the home of packrafting, and our rivers are perfect for it.  Difficulty level:  A most strenuous trip. This trip involves hours of physical activity, walking and paddling in a wilderness setting. This does not necessarily require great fitness, but the strength to move oneself across the water for multiple hours is an absolute minimum. These wilderness trips are sometimes far from any road. We are there to help and guide as well as interpret the surroundings, but this long trip is powered by the traveler alone. As with all our trips, enjoyment is the ultimate goal; any active person can do this trip.

6:00pm:  Tonglen’s Artisan Bistro for drinks and appetizers

6:30pm:  Dine at a area restaurant

Evening at Tonglen:  Evening performance/program, or Yoga Class as scheduled or relax by the campfire to end your day.

*Order Breakfast for early morning departure

*Order To-Go lunch for your bus tour

Day 3:

5:30am:  Breakfast at Tonglen

6:30am:  Park Shuttle Bus to the Eielson Visitor Center: Riding the shuttle bus system, you can enjoy Denali’s vast landscapes and unparalleled beauty while actively looking for wildlife and taking in the view of Mt. McKinley. You will have the freedom to step off the bus to hike, take photos, or simply spend time relaxing in the heart of Denali before re-boarding a later shuttle bus. This 8-hour RT scenic drive offers wildlife viewing and time to explore the Eielson Visitor Center. Add a hike from the Visitor Center along the Alpine Trail to experience the high tundra ecosystem.

7:00pm:  Dine at a suggested area restaurant

Evening at Tonglen:  Evening performance/program, or Yoga Class as scheduled or relax by the campfire to end your day.

*Order To-Go lunch for your hike

Day 4:

 8:00am:  Breakfast at Tonglen Lake

10:50am:  Heli-hiking:  This trip begins with an awe-inspiring flight in a helicopter landing you in a remote alpine wilderness setting. Once there, you’ll take a guided hike around the truly unique and spectacular environment. The naturalist guide will point out the flora and fauna on the way. There’s no telling what kinds of animals you might see, but you are guaranteed to experience nature in a way that you won’t soon forget.  Estimated time of hike: 3.5 hours 

Explore the Park Entrance Area:  Denali Park Visitor Center, Murie Science and Learning Center and area shopping

5:00pm:  Dine at Prospector’s Pizza by the Park Entrance
6:30pm: Nenana River Canyon Paddle Raft Trip This Nenana River paddle rafting adventure offers hands-on action and is the most popular Alaska whitewater river trip. The 15ft. Star Inflatable Rafts are smaller boats designed specifically for paddling which makes the Alaska whitewater action bigger and more fun!! Experience the beautiful Nenana River Gorge in Denali National Park, Alaska with all it has to offer. Come prepared to paddle and follow your paddle captain's commands. 

Day 5:

When you wake:  Breakfast in our Artisan Café

Take a day to relax and enjoy beautiful Tonglen Lake.  Need to stretch your legs?  Head into the Park and enjoy a leisurely hike along one of the established front-country trails.  While in the Park, stop in at the Visitor Center for hiking suggestions for exploring deeper into the Park. For your extended hike tomorrow, pick up a Shuttle Bus ticket at the Wilderness Access Center.  And while you are in the entrance area, check out the Murie Science and Learning Center for available programs.

6:00pm: Dine at Tonglen’s Artisan Bistro or a recommended area restaurant.

Evening at Tonglen:  Evening performance/program, or Yoga Class as scheduled or relax by the campfire to end your day.

*Order To-Go lunch for your hike

Day 6:

8:00am:  Breakfast in our Artisan Café

9:00am:  Enjoy the beauty of trail-less hiking in Denali National Park.  From the Shuttle Bus, choose an intriguing spot along the Park Road to begin your day of exploring on foot.

6:00pm: Denali Peak Experience Flight Seeing Tour (one hour)

7:30pm: Dine at a local restaurant
Day 7:

7:00am:  Breakfast at our Artisan Café

8:00-9:30am:  Stretch your legs on the Triple Lakes Trail for a morning hike

11:00am:  CHECK OUT

Noon:  On your drive south to Talkeetna or Anchorage, stop in and experience Dog Gone It Tours in Cantwell.  Your adventure will bring you to one of the oldest remaining homesteads in Denali.  Visit a competitive racing sled dog operation, hold puppies, witness sled dogs in action and learn what it is like to live an Alaskan lifestyle with some of the world’s greatest athletes

