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Lucy Liu is on the move. In the last year, she has been in China,
Japan and South Africa, and between her homes in New York
and Los Angeles—“nonstop.” She has been at Sundance
promoting a film, and in Nova Scotia for a gallery show of her
artwork (yes, she paints, too).

“I've gotten to be an expert with packing,” she says, laugh-
ing, during a recent interview from Los Angeles. “ know how it's
done: You just start with a basic outfit and layer up from there.”

The globetrotting 37-year-old actress has had more than
her share of opportunities to sharpen her packing techniques.
Since Charlie's Angels rocketed her to superstardom in 2000,
Liu has been making tracks, reprising her role as Alex Munday
in the sequel Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle; playing murderess
Kitty Baxter in Chicago; and, most memorably, demonstrating
deft swordplay as deadly yakuza boss O-Ren Ishii in Quentin
Tarantino's Kill Bill: Vols. 1 and 2.
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Do fans ever read these tough-as-nails femme fatale roles
into her real-life personality when they meet her? “People have
actually been pretty nice when they approach me,” she says.
“| think they know it's just acting. 'm a nice person.”

And she is. Her manner is thoughtful and down-to-earth,
and she is always quick with a laugh. In a discussion about her
early life, it's clear that she would have you think she grew up
a regular American girl—albeit an American girl with a New
Yorker's multicultural perspective.

“My family is from Beijing and Shanghai, and | was born in
Queens,” she says. “Growing up there, it was a really mufti-
cultural place. You kind of think that every place is like that.
Walking around all the time, the smells of food everywhere—
it's great, and you don't think about difference all that much
because there is so much difference around you. It's the norm.
It's not until you go somewhere elise that you realize that most
places in the world aren't like this.”
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