
 We have been going through what forms our identity. 

 We said this is important because almost all problems we run into in our lives are connected 
to identity. 

 When we believe lies about ourselves, the foundation to our lives are cracked and unstable. 
We give power to whatever we believe. 

 We can tell when our identity is threatened, because we get defensive, the behave 
compulsively or get petty (irritated with others). 

 Our worry, fear, timidity are all connected how we see ourselves. 

 Our image, relationships, risk taking flow from how we see ourselves. 

 Identity is all about the idea of worth. What gives me value? What makes me feel valuable? 
What protects me from feeling or seeming worthless?  

 “What is the source of your worth?” 

 There are three basic needs that we have wired into us that influence, either positively or 
negatively, our identity.  

 These are the desires for acceptance, security and significance. Whenever we try to find our 
identity through our behavior (what we do or don’t do), we build on a false foundation. 

 Today we are examining significance. While some people are primarily driven by their desire 
for acceptance, others by their need for security, still others are all about succeeding. 

 It’s what they accomplish. 
 

 How can you tell? 

 If you are a public speaker and you get ten comments after speaking and 9 are good and 
one is negative, do you fixate on the negative? 

 Do you feel a little depressed or discouraged after a bad performance? 

 Have you ever fallen into sin and feel like you needed to crawl back to God? 

 Do you get frustrated with those who block your ability to get things done? 

 When I do something that contributes movement and goal achievement, I feel valuable and 
important. The bigger the contribution, the more valuable and significant the soul feels. 
 

 Everyone wants to be significant, but those whose identities are dramatically affected by this 
are driven to “do”.  

 Drivenness is OK. Some people love to accomplish, to lead and to try new things. 

 The key is what happens when you fail. Or just as important, when you succeed. 

 If God’s love is what brings me significance, then when I fail in a project, my soul is not 
destroyed. I don’t have to blame others to feel better about myself or push harder and run 
over those who blocked my path to success. 

 When I am hindered or my leadership is challenged, I can still love them because my soul is 
full and overflowing. 

 Even if I am not recognized for my contribution, I can rejoice with those whose contribution 
WAS celebrated. 

 Because the truth is this. I AM TRULY SIGNIFICANT. 
 

 In order to explore this a little more, I want to go to an exchange between Jesus and 
disciples that were not even his. 

 Just finished teaching about the kingdom. Had healed the Centurion’s servant and then 
raised the son of a widow. 

 
 



Luke 7:18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them 
to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” 20 
When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’” 21 At that very time Jesus cured 
many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 
So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does 
not stumble on account of me.” 24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the 
wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear 
expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written: “ 
‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you, 
among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

I. Results ≠ Significance. 

 Most of the time we connect the results of our work and effort to our significance. 

 Listen closely to John’s question.  
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the 
Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”  

 He had heard about Jesus. He was confused. Jesus was doing miracles, but he was also 
just eating, drinking and hanging out with sinners. He was teaching about love. He was not 
acting like the Messiah. 

 John had baptized Jesus. He had heard God calling him his son. But now he wondered if all 
the things he had said and done were wrong. Maybe he had pointed in the wrong direction. 
Maybe all the efforts that had landed him in jail were misplaced.  

 What was going on? 

 We must separate what we DO and the RESULTS of what we do, from who we ARE. 

 Do you remember that day – you know, the one where you got up earlier than normal and 
you read your bible for ½ hour. You prayed for longer than you ever do. You gave money to 
someone who needed it. You responded to crisis with grace and love. You helped another 
person. You had a spiritual conversation with not one, but two, people. You went to 
Discipleship Family and were a big part of the discussion. 

 Do you remember that other day? When you slept in and got behind schedule. You cursed 
out every driver that was making you later for work. You left work angry at your boss, and 
you totally caved in to that ongoing behavior that you knew was sinful and wrong. You felt so 
bad, you overate that night and have shame and guilt hovering in the background. 

 Do you know your significance was the same on both days? You may have “felt” better 
about your accomplishments on one day, but your identity was no different. 

II. Significance is gifted, not earned. 

 There is something about this statement that makes me squirm. I want to earn my way. I 
desire to prove myself. I don’t want to get it without it having to work for it. 

 Here is the problem. If your significance can be earned, it can be lost. 
24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in 



luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written: “‘I will send my messenger ahead of 
you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 28 I tell you, among those born of women there is 
no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

 John was not a weak, vacillating man. He had convictions and power. 

 He was not self-focused or pampered. He was a man of determination and focus. 

 He was a prophet, preaching repentance. He was making a difference in the people around 
him. 

 Then Jesus makes the statement that in his kingdom, the least is greater than John. 

 This is not a slam against John – he just praised him – but is a statement of value and 
significance. Kingdom identity trumps activity. 

 John is languishing in prison. He had preached powerfully, but now he was stuck in a cell 
with no influence. He had criticized King Herod for taking his brother’s wife as his own, and 
so he and Herodias (his wife) had it out for John. 

 He had done all these things – were they wasted? 

 In Jesus I AM TRULY SIGNIFICANT. 

 You have significance that supersedes your accomplishments. 

 Your significance is not enhanced by your successes nor is it diminished by your failures. 

 You are significant because Jesus declared you significant. 
Psalm 8:3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, 4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that 
you care for them? 5 You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with 
glory and honor. 6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything 
under their feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, 8 the birds in the sky, and 
the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 9 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your 
name in all the earth! 

 God designed mankind to find their significance in him. 

III. Our significance is worked out as part of God’s plan. 

 A few years ago, it was popular for Presidents to want to cement their “legacy.” They wanted 
to make sure people did not forget them. They would be defined by their accomplishments. 

 They would make decisions based on what it might look like to future generations. 

 When you die, your stash of cash, your nice house, your title at work, your skills and abilities 
– they might get celebrated, but they will be soon forgotten. 

 When it comes to our need for significance, God is central. Man is not central. God created 
everything to magnify his greatness. We find our greatest significance when we live and act 
as part of his design. When we live in obedience to him. 

 We do not obey to prove our significance. We have significance already assured and so we 
obey. 

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you 
the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’” 21 At that very time Jesus cured 
many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 
So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does 
not stumble on account of me.”  

 Consider the answer. It was an answer that wasn’t an answer.  

 His answer was to point John in a different direction. 



 Pay attention to what is happening in the kingdom. It is not what you expected. You thought 
the Messiah would be different. 

 You came and didn’t eat or drink lavishly, lived in the desert and now I come going to feasts, 
eating with sinners, and hanging out with people who have no influence. 

 See the evidence that the kingdom is advancing.  

 When he says, “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me”, he is speaking 
about faith. It was possible to see what Jesus was doing, reflect on his own life, and then 
wonder if it had any purpose. 

 Consider what happened shortly thereafter. On Herod’s birthday, the daughter of the woman 
whom Herod had married that John had said was not right, danced for his guests and he 
loved it so much he promised to give her whatever she wanted, and at her mother’s 
prompting, they had John beheaded and his brought to her on a platter. 

 John died. He never got out of jail. He never saw the fulfillment of God’s plan. He never saw 
what happened to Jesus. His entire life was spent preparing for a ministry that lasted 
perhaps 1 year. 

 And Jesus called him the greatest man ever born of woman. 

 John did exactly what God had for him. He prepared the way for Jesus. He was obedient. 

 His significance did not reside in the results of his life. It laid in God, and his obedience to 
God within the kingdom. 

 

 What does that mean for us? 
Ephesians 1:8 With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his 
will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when 
the times reach their fulfillment – to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will. 

 You are chosen by him, you belong to him and you have a key role to play in his kingdom.  

 If you become a millionaire, have all the pleasures you can imagine, become very famous, 
but Christ isn’t a part of the picture, then you have wasted your life.  

 People who find their fullest significance in God and his love, which can never be taken 
away – those kinds of people are the most dangerous (in the good sense). They love others 
at any cost. They take risks because success or failure does not define them. They do not 
have to prove themselves. They can lead boldly giving the spotlight away. 

 And before you say that you are just not that kind of person, consider Helen Keller. 

 When she was 1 1/2, she was extremely ill, and she lost both her vision and hearing. She 
learned to read French, German, Greek, and Latin in braille! When she was 20, she entered 
Radcliffe College, the women’s branch of Harvard University. She wrote 11 books, did 
research, gave speeches, and visited 39 countries on five continents…before she died in 
her sleep in 1968 at the age of 87. 

 “I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty and joy to accomplish 
humble tasks as though they were great and noble. . . For the world is moved along, not 
only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of tiny pushes of each 
honest worker.” (Helen Keller) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 In spite of enormous success, Elvis was, according to friends, an unfulfilled and unhappy 
man. He died of obesity and drug dependency at 42. And in an interview with his wife, 
Priscilla, she said this about her husband: “Elvis never came to terms with who he was 
meant to be or what his purpose in life was. He thought he was here for a reason, maybe to 
preach, maybe to serve, maybe to save, maybe to care for people. That agonizing desire 
was always with him and he knew he wasn’t fulfilling it. So he’d go on stage and he wouldn’t 
have to think about it.”  

 He completely missed the true source of significance. 

 YOU ARE TRULY SIGNIFICANT. 

 Not because of what you do, but because God declared you significant. And you get to work 
from that significance for the good of God’s kingdom. 


