
 We have been going through the book of Mark. Mark is an account of the life of Jesus. Most 
scholars think it was the first of the gospels written, and many believe it is based on the 
recollections and notes of Peter. 

 We have been encouraging you read through Mark as we go along, and as you do to ask 
two questions. “What do I learn about God from the life of Jesus?” and “So what?” 

 
 Mark was not writing a history like a scholar might write a history. Mark wanted his readers 

to understand God’s kingdom. How it came through Jesus. What it looked like. What Jesus 
did and how we can participate in it. 

 This was quite troubling to me for most of my growing up years. 
 I heard all the bible stories growing up about Jesus. How he did amazing things. He would 

raise the dead, heal the sick, cast out demons, and do these unbelievable things that 
changed people’s lives. 

 I would read that this is what the kingdom of God was like. Jesus then said that when he left 
we, as the church, would do even greater things than these. 

 We should see and experience God’s kingdom. 
 I gotta be honest with you. I didn’t see it. What I read in the Scriptures, particularly in Jesus 

life, seemed as far away and as remote as any other fairy tale. It just didn’t square with my 
experience. 

 As I went through high school, college and then into the work force, the kingdom of God 
always seemed pretty . . . tame, to me. 

 The extent of God working in my life was a good bible study and it felt like God spoke. 
Occasionally I got to share Jesus (usually uncomfortably) with someone. If we had a great 
service with good worship, God “was there.” 

 Then I would hear stories of missionaries or even people from other churches having some 
pretty amazing experiences, where God spoke in amazing ways and used them to really 
change people’s lives. That certainly wasn’t my life. I was usually skeptical of what I heard. 

 The kingdom of God I experienced was not like the one that Mark describes. 
 
 Why? Is what Mark wrote about just so unattainable? 
 Was the kingdom of God like Mark describes simply that way because he was Jesus? If 

those things that we are reading are part of his kingdom, what should our expectation be? 
 Here’s the thing, we don’t get to decide what happens in God’s kingdom. We can’t 

manipulate or force God to do anything. 
 BUT, we CAN participate in God’s kingdom. We CAN see more. We CAN experience more.  
 WHERE GOD IS AT WORK, GOD DOES AMAZING THINGS. 
 We are looking at an account from Mark 6 today. 
 If you went to Sunday School growing up, you are familiar with this story. 
 It is an extremely well known account. I am going to go through this story this morning. As 

we do, I am going to highlight 3 principles about the kingdom of God. These three principles 
lead us to 3 choices that we have the opportunity to make. 

 3 choices that if we make will change our experience of God’s kingdom in our lives. 
 
 As always, a little backstory is helpful. 
 Jesus had been teaching, healing and doing so with the disciples following along. He had 

invited 12 to particularly follow him intimately and be with him. 
 He demonstrated what it looked like to like according to God’s kingdom. 
 After a time of watching Jesus do it, he wanted them to deliberately begin to do it 

themselves. 



 Jesus sent the 12 disciples out, 2 by 2. He gave them his authority. He sent them out to go 
to nearby towns to preach, teach, pray over people, heal sickness, drive out impure spirits – 
in short, everything he had demonstrated. 

 They went and did this and after some time, came back to Jesus. 
Mark 6:30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and 
taught.  

 They were pumped. They had seen some amazing things. They had done some cool things.  
 They realized that the kingdom of God wasn’t just for Jesus. They could participate. 
 Everyone of them had stories that they wanted to share with Jesus and each other. 
 And Jesus wanted them to share. He wanted to debrief them. 
31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a 
chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some 
rest.” 32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 

 This is called good leadership. Jesus made a plan. A good plan. 
 He knew that God had given him these men to teach and train, so he was going to take 

some time to do it. 
 They were going on a retreat. They were so busy all the time, a break was in order. They 

couldn’t get anything done because of the people around, so Jesus decided to lead them 
into a break. 

 They got in the boat. They left their responsibilities to recharge. 
33 But  

 But . . . Jesus has some plans, but apparently God had some other ideas. 
 Something amazing was about to happen. 
many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there 
ahead of them. 

 

Principle #1: Pay attention to what God is doing. It might be unexpected. 
 If we want to see God’s kingdom at work, we must pay attention to what God is doing. 
34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.  

 This wasn’t why Jesus and the disciples went across the lake. They went to get away. To 
debrief. 

 They could have turned around and gone somewhere else. Jesus could have told the 
people that he was busy right now and to come back later. 

 But that is not what happened. 
 Jesus had a plan. The Father had a different plan. Jesus noticed. He paid attention. 
 This leads to an obvious question. 
 “How did Jesus know that God was doing something different here?” 
 We even know that other times people made demands of Jesus and he did not respond. He 

essentially ignored or said “no” to the people because he had some other priorities. 
 How do I know if God is leading me to something? Especially if what I am doing is good? 
 Do we respond to every text for help when we are finally sitting down to rest with our spouse 

or kids? Do we give money to every request when we are hit with it? Do we serve every time 
a great opportunity comes up? 
 

Choice #1: Choose to be “with” God. 
 The reason that Jesus knew God was doing something new was not that God had told him 

ahead of time. Jesus plan was to take his disciples away to debrief. 



 The reason Jesus knew was because he was always in communion with his Father. They 
talked constantly. Jesus was always getting away to hear from and speak with God. 

 God set his agenda. Jesus said that he only ever did what his Father was doing. 
 We should pay attention to what God is doing around us. It is not always what we expect or 

think or plan for. 
 What does this look like? 
 As you go through your work day, pay attention. You are on your way to a busy day – a co-

worker says something and you feel God nudge you to inquire further. You don’t want to. 
But you do. You end up praying for them? 

 It always come back to communion with God. 
 The cool thing is you can practice. You simply ask him to alert you. Keep your head up. Pay 

attention to people and surroundings. Listen to what God is saying. 
 There is a second principle that goes with this one. 
34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.  

 
Principle #2: It is better to adjust my life to God’s work than to expect God to 
adjust his plans to my life. 
 Jesus did not simply hear his Father, he adjusted his actions. 
 Instead of a quiet retreat, he began to teach. 
 The people had seen Jesus leave with his disciples. The word spread. They wanted more of 

him. They were waiting when he landed the boat. 
 I guarantee this wasn’t the easier option. It would have been more pleasurable and more 

enjoyable to hang out with his friends – he hadn’t seen them in a while – and hear about 
great God stories. 

 It certainly wasn’t easy to now begin to teach many, many people.  
 You will always be tempted to ask (or just hope) that God will fit his plans into your life. 
 When you have some free time in between things, then God can bring an opportunity. 
 When you are not quite so tired, then you might be able to take an action. 
 When you don’t have so much important stuff to do, you might be able to slow down to talk 

to someone. 
 When you have a little more spiritual knowledge or practice, then you might be able to pray 

for someone. 
 So here is choice #2. 
 
Choice #2: Choose to adjust. 
 Some people never get past choice #1. They are simply focused on their own life, their own 

desires, their own goals, and are not interested in hearing or seeing what God is doing. 
 When you pay attention and God shows you something, you can soldier on with what you 

were doing, or you can adjust. 
 It is almost always easier to soldier on with my plans, my agenda. It is easy to dismiss God, 

to dismiss the promptings as nothing, to question whether it is God at all. 
 There is a corollary to this principle that is important. When you think of adjusting your life, it 

seems difficult. [SIGH] OK, God, I will do it. I don’t want to but I know I should. 
 Listen to what triggers Jesus changing and adjusting his life. 
34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.  

 He had “compassion” on them, “so” he began teaching. 



 These people were not an interruption in the plan of his life. They were not an 
inconvenience. He saw them as the Father saw them and his viewpoint made adjusting to 
God rather straightforward. 

 When we see people around us the way God sees the people around us, it changes 
everything. 

 Jesus had compassion on them. They were like sheep without a shepherd. He saw past the 
surface. He looked past the circumstances. He saw into their deepest need. You are 
surrounded by people with a need for an encounter with Jesus. 

 Do something. It is easier to adjust when you are already in motion. 
 Serve. Pray. Be with God. Help others. And be ready to adjust when he prompts. 
 But changing his agenda had some unexpected consequences. 
35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they 
said, “and it’s already very late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered, “You give 
them something to eat.” They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages ! Are 
we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 “How many loaves do 
you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they found out, they said, “Five – and two fish.” 39 
Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So 
they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples 
to distribute to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and 
were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and 
fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

 

Principle #3: When it’s God’s work, God provides. 
 His teaching time was great, but a problem arose. The people were hungry. There was no 

food. It was getting late.  
 What made Jesus so confident that God would multiply the loaves and fish to feed this 

multitude of people? It was God’s plan. If it was God’s plan, and the Father led Jesus to do 
it, then God would provide. 

 
Choice #3: Choose to act in faith. 
 God uses what we offer. 
 It is not our talent, wisdom, or amazingness that God is using. 
 It is our willingness that he uses. 
 When we notice God doing something and he invites us in, we adjust. This almost always 

involves trusting in God. 
 See past what you can do. Have spiritual eyes. Go past reason and on to faith. 
 If you stop at what you can do or are capable of, you will not see God’s amazing and 

miraculous power. 
 If you say to yourself that you cannot pray for someone because you wouldn’t know “what to 

say”, you will never experience God transforming someone or speaking to them through 
you. 

 If you never think you have enough money to give, to be generous, you will never 
experience God multiplying your “loaves and fishes.” 

 If you never pray for someone to be healed, you will never see it. 
 If you convince yourself you are too shy, too busy, too angry, too _________, you will go 

through life as a spectator and not a participant in the kingdom of God. 
 



 WHERE GOD IS AT WORK, GOD DOES AMAZING THINGS. 
 I was so convicted this week. I want to see and experience God more deeply. I want to 

participate in his kingdom. 
 Yet too often I get tunnel vision doing what I want, what I am comfortable with, what I have 

planned, and I miss what God is working at. 
 Will you trust him to provide words? To provide $? To provide energy? To provide passion? 
 God is not always logical. He wants us to be close to him so that when he does something, 

he gets all the credit. 
 Sometimes you will see immediate results. I have followed God’s leading and seen people 

respond immediately. 
 Other times you will only know once you get to eternity the impact of your obedience. 
 
 WHERE GOD IS AT WORK, GOD DOES AMAZING THINGS. 
 As you go through your week this week, know that you are the one person God has put 

where you are to demonstrate the kingdom of God to those you are with. 
 Pay attention to what God is doing. With those people you work with. With your neighbors. 

Your game buddies. Your riding partners. Your dancing friends. This means you must be 
asking God to show you where he is working. You might be surprised. 

 When you see or hear him, don’t ask him to adjust to you. Be ready to adjust your life to 
him. Tell him ahead of time that you have a standing “YES.” No qualifications. No excuses. 
You will adjust to him. Don’t overthink it. Just do it. 

 If God is at work, it’s up to him to provide. The $. The strength. The passion. Jesus obeyed 
first and it wasn’t until he had already had the people sit down in anticipation of eating, had 
blessed the food that it multiplied. God will show up in response to your obedience to him. 


