
 Last week we began a new series centered around the book of Mark. 

 Mark is generally thought to be the first of the four gospels written by John Mark. 

 He was writing to primarily non-Jews who were not as acquainted with Jewish ways. 

 Books like Mark are biography more than history (the way we understand history) 

 Each gospel was written with a different audience and with a different point on sharing the 
life of Jesus. While Matthew was showing Jesus as the fulfillment of all the prophecies and 
Messianic hope of the Jewish people. Luke focused on Jesus as the universal hope of all 
those who were hurt, marginalized and to seek and save the lost. John reveals what God is 
truly like and Mark focuses on Jesus as a servant who gave himself up for everyone. 

 Mark is probably classed as a biography more than history the way we understand history. 

 We ended last week with a homework assignment. Read Mark 1&2 and watch the video on 
Mark from the Bible Project. 

 If you have not already done so, I would highly recommend it. 

 Then you were to ask two questions. “What do I learn about God from the life of Jesus?” 
and “So what?” 
 

 Have you ever had a firmly held believe that you changed over time? 

 You know, that thing you knew growing up because of your parents, your friends, your 
experience. You just knew it (or at least had a strong opinion on it). 

 Then somewhere along the line you experienced or saw something or learned something 
that began to shake the foundations of your belief. 

 You began to think more deeply about it. You sought out and listened to others. Over time, 
you realized that your original way of thinking was misguided, naïve or plainly wrong. 

 All of a sudden you had a new perspective or the situation. A new understanding. 
Something that actually changed how you lived. 
 

 Last week we saw Jesus claims to be the good news. To be bringing about something 
amazing. Many of those who heard Jesus thought he was crazy. Certainly awfully full of 
himself to make these claims. At best, a crackpot. At worst, a full blown heretic. 

 Mark writes then about four encounters in chapter 2. Four incidents that began to pull back 
the curtain and show what Jesus meant by the kingdom of God coming to earth. 

 Four events that show Jesus in a new light. Four events that lead us to consider what is 
important. Each one we could study in its own merit, but these four interactions show us the 
Hallmarks of the New Kingdom 
 

 As we said, Mark wrote with a purpose, and the events were not necessarily chronological 
or sequential. The author was getting to a point. 

 In these four episodes, there are three main ideas. Let’s go through them and then tie them 
together. 

 The common actors in this are Jesus and the religious establishment. Before you get too 
frustrated with the religious leaders, remember, they are not trying to be mean to Jesus. 
They deeply believe in and follow God. Their lives would put most of ours to shame. But just 
like with the man on the bus, they thought they knew how God was going to work in history. 
But there was more information, truth that would change everything – if they let it. 

I. Episode #1: The Paralyzed Man (v1-12) 
1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come 
home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the 
door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, 



carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they 
made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the 
man was lying on.  

 He is already getting to be known. People are crowding in to see him. Spills out of the door. 
People trying to see and at best, be able to hear him. 

 There were four friends that have a paralyzed friend. They bring him to Jesus to be healed. 
brought him to Jesus. 

 But they cannot get through. And no one was about to help him or give up their spot. 

 They had to a) think that Jesus could help and b) think that he would want to help c) believe 
it enough to do something about it 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  

 The Pharisees took serious offense to Jesus. They were contemptuous. His statements 
were an affront to God’s power and authority. 

 Why? Only God can forgive sins. Anyone has the power to forgive when someone sins 
against them. But only God has the power to forgive sins done outside them. Their theology 
wasn’t the problem. Who Jesus was certainly was. 

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and 
he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed 
man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell 
you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view 
of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this!” 

 Jesus heals the man. Miraculously. Amazingly. 

 But catch what is going on here. Jesus healed the whole person. Not just his physical self 
but his spiritual self. The friends brought the man to Jesus because they wanted to see 
Jesus fix his broken circumstances.  

 He did what they did not expect. His healing of the man’s physical body provided evidence 
that he had the power to also deal with the inner person, which is harder to see or prove. 
Jesus healed the body to prove he could heal the soul. 

 In God’s kingdom, Jesus invites you to complete wholeness. Inside and out. 

 God is as interested (perhaps more) in your inner person than your external problems. He is 
deeply interested in you, but no simply to fix your circumstances, but to heal your life. 

 How would our prayers change if instead of asking God to change someone, fix something, 
provide something, move something out of the way, we first asked him to change us on the 
inside through this first? 

II. Episode #2: The Invitation of Levi (v13-17) 
14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow 
me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 15 While Jesus was having dinner at 
Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there 
were many who followed him.  

 Jesus invited Levi (Matthew) to follow him 

 This was despite his occupation (collaborator, taking advantage) and what people thought of 
him. 

16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax 
collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  



 The issue was not helping the marginalized. The Pharisees themselves taught about this. 
The problem was that Jesus was not distinguishing between sinners and the righteous. 
They lived by a kind of “us / them” separation. 

 When Jesus ate together with Levi and his friends, this was an expression of trust and 
fellowship. Don’t encourage them. Challenge them. Call them back to God. Don’t be a friend 
to them. 

17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 Jesus was telling them that he was inviting those who were humble enough to acknowledge 
their need. If you want freedom, you just have to be humble enough to know you need it. 

 The irony was that those who considered themselves righteous needed Jesus as much as 
anyone else but could not see it. Their perspective was skewed. 

 In God’s kingdom, Jesus calls us to a new life and purpose. 

 He ended up giving a new purpose to Matthew. Changed the entire direction of his life. He 
followed Jesus. He gave up his career. 

 God sees who you are becoming and what he designed you for. He does not only see your 
current state or who you are. Our age, our past, doesn’t stop God from working. 

 He desires to redeem not just our past but sanctify our future. 

III. Episodes #3 (Fasting) (v18-22) 
18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, 
“How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are 
not?”  

 His disciples were not fasting as the others were. Those who vigorously followed the Torah 
engaged in ritual fasting often, regularly. 

19 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They 
cannot, so long as they have him with them. 20 But the time will come when the bridegroom will 
be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.  

 The issue was not the fasting (Jesus affirms this elsewhere), but rather the reason for it.  

 External obedience without internal change or motivation is pointless. 

 It was prescribed in the law as a demonstration of repentance. Jesus is alluding to the fact 
that him being there was joyous. Someday, he would be gone. Their would be a sense of 
sorrow then. 

21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will 
pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one pours new wine into old 
wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be 
ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.” 

 Huh? That didn’t help at all. He used a common experience to say that they could not mix It 
the Judaistic system of rules and regulations that led to legalism and the newness of the 
grace of the kingdom. They cannot co-exist.  

 In God’s kingdom, Jesus challenges us to live by grace. 

 There is a new way of relating to his people. It’s not that Jesus was saying the law was bad. 

 He lived by it. He encouraged it. But the kingdom is so much greater. It brings grace and 
forgiveness. It institutes a new kind of relationship with people. 

 The next episode is similar. 



IV. Episodes #4 (Sabbath) (v23-28) 
23 One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain fields, and as his disciples walked along, 
they began to pick some heads of grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they 
doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”  

 The disciples pick grain on the Sabbath. There were many traditions that had developed on 
how to keep the Sabbath holy. Remember again, the Pharisees were all about living a holy 
life. They wanted to follow God’s law. They wanted good. But they had gotten hung up on 
the rule of law and their interpretation. They had begun to miss the point of the law. 

25 He answered, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry and in need? 26 In the days of Abiathar the high priest, he entered the house of God 
and ate the consecrated bread, which is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to 
his companions.”  

 He refers to a story (you can read it in 1 Samuel 21) of David and his men eating bread they 
were not supposed to eat and how they were not judged for it. 

27 Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the 
Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

 Jesus wanted them to understand that the spirit of the law in respect to human need took 
priority over ceremonial regulation. The point was NOT that we can ignore God’s ways. It 
was that God’s ways are best for us, and that way involves the grace and forgiveness found 
only through Jesus. 

 In God’s kingdom, grace wins. 

 You don’t achieve forgiveness by earning it. You are not approved by following rules. Your 
Identity is secure. We are made in his identity. 

 In God’s kingdom, Jesus invites you to live as though he cares for you and challenges you 
to live as though he knows best. 
 

 Mark’s writing is masterful. He presents four scenarios. In each one, he sets up the problem, 
engages the read in the conflict and then Jesus delivers a line, a statement, that are all 
“drop the mic” statements. 

10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said 
to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
17 “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners.” 
22 “No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.” 
27 “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is Lord 
even of the Sabbath.” 

 God’s Kingdom is one of both Invitation and Challenge 

 Jesus invites you: 

 To come to him for healing of your entire person. Bring your messes to him. He wants to 
heal. 

 To come to him for forgiveness and a new purpose. He will make you new. He has 
something designed for you. To be significance. To live securely in him.  

 Jesus challenges you: 

 To live according to grace 

 To submit humbly to him like he knows what is best for you to  
 


