
 We have spent much of this year going through some topical series about identity, how we 
live out our core values of KNOW, CONNECT and IMPACT from that identity. We looked at 
enemies of our soul and Paul took us through lies that we believe that hinder our pursuit of 
Jesus. 

 For the remainder of this year, starting today, we are going to be going through the book of 
Mark. I am going to have a challenge for you to do throughout this time that I will give to you 
at the end of today. But for now, let’s dive in. 

 Mark. It is the second book in the NT. Yet most scholars feel that Mark was the first writings 
of all the gospels. The consensus is that it was written by John Mark, a contemporary of 
Peter. We hear about him in the book of Acts as one who worked alongside Peter and he is 
thought to have gotten much of his information from traveling with Peter, listening to Peter 
and working with him. 

 His audience was primarily Gentile Christians. He was not writing to Jews (like Matthew did) 
but to Christians who were not Jewish in background. It’s most likely why he sometimes 
explains Aramaic statements or uses the more common Latin expressions. 

 He focuses more on what Jesus did and less on what he said, compared to the other 
accounts. 
 

 As he begins what he recorded, his opening sentence is like a purpose statement. A thesis. 
An overview of what he hopes to accomplish. 

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,   

 The good news. The term Mark uses is one that was used in that day about something 
significant that had happened. In this case, something amazing. 

 The focal point, the source of, what this good news is, is Jesus. Not just the man Jesus, but 
the man Jesus who lived, who was the Savior, the Messiah of the world, the very son of God 
Almighty. 

 The good news is all about a person. Not just any person. God himself who came and lived 
here. 

 I spoke about the Good News about 2 ½ years ago. But I am going to come back to it today, 
because this idea is foundational to the whole book of Mark, and quite honestly, to 
everything we are to believe. 

 Let me ask you this question. What would be the best news you could receive right now? 
You walk out the door today, and there is a message on your phone. What would be the 
best news you could get? 

 A restored relationship – everything comfortable and better than it was before. You were 
forgiven. You were relieved of all your anger and hurt. 

 Your debts paid off – don’t owe anyone anything.  

 Maybe a raise, promotion. 

 The health of an unborn child. 

 For others that you were pregnant in the first place. (Or maybe NOT pregnant). 

 That the health thing you were struggling with is gone. 

 We all love good news. Yet our experience in this life is that there is a lot of unwelcome 
news, probably more than good. 
 

 That’s why the good news of Jesus is so important. 

 Many people see life as one of those old dot-to-dot pictures. Our lives, and even our 
understanding of what it means to follow Jesus, is a series of seemingly unconnected dots. 
Yet unlike the children’s books, we have no numbers or key to connect them. 



 We talk on salvation, repentance, heaven, hell, grace and love. We have much practical 
advice on how to live and act and think and feel. 

 Yet it is easy to become disenchanted, discouraged, confused because we can’t see the 
connecting thread that ties everything together. 

 That connecting thread is the good news of Jesus. Mark set out to explain why this is good 
news and what the implications were for his readers in a time and place that was often 
hostile and difficult. JESUS IS THE GOOD NEWS. 

 Jesus is good news no matter what you are facing. No matter what is happening. No matter 
where you are heading. And you don’t need to wait for a phone call to know and act on it. 

Mark 1:4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River.  

 It started with John. John was the cousin of Jesus, about 6 months older than Jesus. His 
story is a great one in its own right. 

 He came onto the scene and began teaching that the way people were living was not right. 
They needed to change and put themselves in a different relationship with God. They 
needed to live, not focused on self, but on others. 

 His teaching was revolutionary. It attracted people from all over that area. He was a crazy 
looking wilderness man, and people went in droves to hear him. 

 John was not shy about what he preached. He went hard after sin, hypocrisy, regardless of 
the people he was speaking to. 

 At one point, he condemned Herod for marrying Herodias, his half-niece who was married to 
his half-brother. It was a mess and John said it was wrong. And that ticked off Herodias and 
Herod and John was eventually arrested and imprisoned.  

 This was the event around which Jesus began his public ministry. 
Mark 1:14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God.  

 What is this good news that Jesus is talking about that Mark is going to spend the rest of his 
writings elaborating on? What was new? 

15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!” 

 “The time has come” – there are two ancient Greek words that can be translated time. One 
is chronos, meaning simple chronological time. The other is kairos, which described an 
opportunity, or a "point of decision." It would similar to our expressions such as: "an 
opportune moment," or, "window of opportunity." Jesus used this second word when He 
said, "the time has come."  

 In other words, the time is now. God has broken into history. Everything that started since 
the beginning has led up until now. To me. He was the focal point. He had come. 

 The Jews had been waiting for hundreds of years. They had prophecies written centuries 
earlier that indicated that God was going to send someone to save them. They longed for it. 
They desired it. 

 Now, this would have been good news to the people then. They were hoping for someone to 
come save them. How is this good news for you and me? 

 “The kingdom of God has come near.” 

 What is the kingdom? What does it mean that it is near? 

 What goes through your mind when you think of kingdom. 

 There are two parts of the idea of kingdom. It is a realm. “The kingdom of Britain.” “The 
kingdom of Pine Hill.” But it is so much more than that. It is all about who reigns over that 



kingdom. So when Jesus is speaking about the kingdom, he is talking about his rule and 
reign over all things. 

 God’s kingdom involves all things. God’s rule is his absolute sovereignty, control and power 
over all things through Jesus.  

 Jesus is announcing this kingdom and by saying it has come near, he is saying it is at hand. 
Don’t think so much about location but authority. 

 JESUS IS THE GOOD NEWS. 

I. The arrival of God’s Kingdom is good news. 

 I think we miss what a big deal this is. The Jews knew / expected God to send a Messiah. In 
their minds, his role was free them from the nation that had power over them and to give 
them safety. God’s kingdom involved redeeming their people and give them prominence on 
the world stage again. Their kingdom would be God’s kingdom. 

 The problem was they were thinking way too small. 

 This is how Jesus himself described his kingdom. 
Luke 4:16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18 “The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 

 Jesus was a deliverer who would deal with sin and the devil. 

 Jesus was a suffering servant who would bear the sins of all people. 

 Jesus was going to die but would rise again. 

 Jesus would offer forgiveness of sins and new life. 

 Jesus would ensure that we have confidence in eternal life. 

 Jesus ensures that we can be free from the power of sin in our lives. 

 Jesus makes it so we are free to live from a secure identity. 

 Jesus allows us to enjoy God’s presence so that we can be comforted when things are 
terrible. 

 Jesus empowers us to live selfless lives with peace and joy. 

 Jesus opens our eyes to see ourselves and God in a way that gives great security and 
contentment. 

 Jesus makes it so we can enjoy the favor of God on a daily basis. 

 Jesus makes it so we don’t have to stay angry, bitter or live out of our hurts. 

 JESUS IS THE GOOD NEWS. 

 My friends, his kingdom is good because he is the king and he is good. 

II. Participation in the Kingdom of God is a choice. 

 All of this, almost all of which none of his followers or even the disciples he will be inviting to 
follow him will understand, is available. 

15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news!” 

 Jesus asks two things of those who would participate in this kingdom. Repent and believe. 



 “Repent” – many of you are familiar with this term. It is a term that means to change your 
mind. It is about no longer seeing a topic or world the same way and making a change in 
response to that. It is a change in direction. A shift in priorities. 

 Jesus was saying that he needs to become the course of our hopes and dreams. He needs 
to be our crown. Not others. Not our reputation. Not our accomplishments. 

 “Believe” – this word has a richer meaning that a mental assent that we agree with 
something. This is not believing that the world is round. Or that the Eagles are the best 
team. 

 Believe is to give yourself fully to. To entrust. Since Jesus IS the good news, to believe is to 
give yourself fully to Jesus and follow him. 

 Why is this so, so, so important. 

 Because many of us desperately want the promises of the kingdom. We want to be saved 
from the penalty of our sins. We want the assurance of eternal life. 

 We want to be free from fear and worry. We don’t want to get tripped up in the sins of our 
lives. We hate the fact that anger, hurt and bitterness seem to rear their ugly heads 
regularly. 

 We are tired of striving for purpose. We hate having to prove ourselves. We would like to 
stop worrying about money and bills and stuff. We want to be different people. 

 We would love all this. 

 Yet all too frequently, we want all this while we remain in control. 

 I am sorry to tell you, it doesn’t work that way. 
 

 The Christian life is not about a bunch of topics and advice that we try to do on our own to 
be good or better people. 

 It is about a person. An individual who says: “follow me!” 

 He says: “You will find all you need in me. See what I do, watch what I say, come alongside 
of me.” 

 This invitation is amazing, because it is so personal, so connecting. God is someone who 
invites people into a personal relationship. He calls people to trust him and his character, not 
simply his creeds or teachings. 

 Let me encourage you – if you submit the ruler of this kingdom, the king will not disappoint.  

 In the verses that follow, Jesus invites his first disciples. He tells them that if they follow him, 
he will make them into fishers of men. 

 Catch this. Jesus will provide these men with a new purpose, a purpose that fits in with his 
grand design. He is the one who was going to turn the disciples into fishers of men. Their 
transformation was Christ's responsibility. He did NOT tell them to follow him and they could 
develop themselves into fishers of men. Jesus told them that he would fashion them into this 
new identity.  

 God gives us new identity. He determines what is significant. He is the one with the power 
and responsibility to change us. In order for this to happen, I must simply follow him. 

  “If you have not chosen the Kingdom of God first, it will in the end make no difference what 
you have chosen instead.” (William Law – 17th century theologian) 

 Let me challenge / ask you to do two things between now and Christmas. 

 There are 16 weeks between now and Christmas and 16 chapters in the book of Mark. I will 
be pulling something from each chapter, but not going through all of each chapter. So I am 
challenging you to read one chapter per week. In fact, I would encourage you to read it 
multiple times during the week. Think about it. Stew on it. Ask two questions as you read. 
“What do I learn about God from the life of Jesus?” and “So what?” 



 Second, watch a video this week. It is a 10-minute summary of the book of Mark. It is on 
YouTube and the link is in your bulletin. It is a great and entertaining overview of the book 
and will help you as we work through this book together. 


