
 We have been going through what forms our identity. 

 We said this is important because almost all problems we run into in our lives are connected 
to identity. 

 In the last three weeks, we looked at three foundational principles. We have three basic 
desires that our identity is tied to. 

 The need for acceptance – we are fully accepted in Christ. 

 The need for security – we are wholly secure in Jesus. 

 The need for significance – we are truly significant in Jesus. 

 If we try and accomplish these on our own, the tower wobbles. 

 If we try and fill these desires apart from Christ, it will eventually fall. And the longer it takes, 
often the more catastrophic is the collapse. 

 Basing your identity on Jesus is not a one-time thing. 

 There will always be temptations to tie our identity to things other than Jesus. To find our 
identity through our own efforts 

 We will have to shore them up over and over by going back to the truth of Jesus and living 
that way. We have to remind each other that we are accepted, secure and significant. 
 

 What we’re going to explore next is what happens when we live from our identity. 

 When our identity is secure in Jesus, we are free to grow and mature and he uses us to 
make a difference in his kingdom.  

 At Hope Chapel we say it this way: “People are invited to come as they are, and be 
changed.” 

 Another way to say it is “It is OK not to be OK. It is not OK to stay not OK.” 

 The emphasis is always on movement. On maturing as disciples of Jesus. 

 Self-diagnostic question: Am I growing towards maturity in Jesus? [PAUSE] Am I being 
changed? What does that look like, especially if I am living from a secure identity? How do I 
know? 

 Maybe even more importantly, why should I care? 

Transition 

 In the weeks that follow, we are going to see how to answer those questions. I want to give 
you some handles on how you can know whether you are growing? We’re going to explore 
what it looks like. 

 If you are relatively new to Hope Chapel, some of this might be new for you. If you’ve been 
at Hope Chapel for a while, you will recognize some of this. 

 Hopefully for all of us, it will be both a reminder and a challenge to not just come as we are, 
but to be changed, living from a secure foundation based on our identity in Jesus. 
 

 There are three ways our identity in Jesus is expressed. Three evidences, three categories, 
of how we grow in change. We grow in how KNOW Jesus, how we CONNECT because of 
Jesus and how we IMPACT the world with Jesus. 

 Let’s start with Knowing Jesus. How do you get to know something? [GET FEEDBACK] 

 If I tell you that someone really knows his stuff, what is involved? 

 When we know something we know all about that topic. We have researched it. We 
understand it. We are subject matter experts. Music experts. Auto experts. Legal experts. 
Often, these translate into what we do for a living.  

 We think primarily in terms of knowledge. Information. Knowledge is king. This works great 
in terms of topics, but I don’t think it is the right approach when it comes to relationships. Yet 
in our western world, when we talk about knowing God, what so often comes to the front is 



knowledge. About the bible. We think that pastors and leaders have a leg up because of 
what they “know.” It’s actually not been like this for much of history, and not in much of the 
world. 

 This started about 500 years ago. 

 Reformation began when Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the doors in Wittenburg. The 
idea that people could be forgiven by grace alone by faith alone was revolutionary. 

 For the next 150 years, the Protestant church was born, and with the invention of the 
printing press, people finally had Scriptures they could own and read, and you did not need 
a priest or formalized religion to come to God. 

 God was “de-mystified” in a way. He was more accessible and familiar. People began to 
take responsibility and ownership for their own faith. Man could think their way to their own 
conclusions. 

 Then the enlightenment started.  

 This was a time when great thinkers like Descartes, Hume, Newton introduced the ideas of 
rationalism, scientific methodology, empiricism and more. 

 The supernatural was questioned. God was seen through a rationalistic mindset. 

 The result was that what rose to prominence was the need to grow in knowledge about 
Jesus. You were to know your bible. You were to memorize your bible. Defend your faith. 

 You sought to connect scientific discovery and harmonize with the bible. Your growth as a 
Christian was connected to your ability to read, discover, learn and know more and more 
and more about Jesus. 

 Seminaries, colleges, schools were devoted to more knowledge. 

 There is nothing wrong with all this. I am taking classes through ATS now. I love learning 
more, reading more and knowing more. 

 The danger is that we can know a lot about Jesus. We can hear a lot of sermons, do a lot of 
study, learn a lot – and not really know Jesus. 

 Consider those people you know have a great marriage. Maybe you have one. How did it 
get that way? He saw her. He wanted to date her. He made it his mission to find out all 
about her. What she liked. What flowers were her favorite. What she liked to do. Then he 
used that knowledge to woo her. 

 They spent time together. They got married. They engaged with each other. Now, after 30 
years, she can tell what he’s feeling just by the way his eyebrows come together. He can tell 
if she’s had a good day by the slope of her shoulders. It seems as though they can read 
each other’s mind. There is a difference between intellectually “knowing” someone and 
“knowing” someone. This level of knowing cannot be achieved without love. 

I. To know Jesus means you are to love Jesus. 

 The Pharisees were those people who knew the Scriptures inside and out. They knew them 
better than everyone in society (world). They read it, studied it, were immersed in it. They 
had God figured out. They knew him and followed him and Jesus called them out on it. 

 In an incident near the end of Jesus life, he was being challenged regularly by the religious 
leaders. Jesus’ wisdom continued to silence them but they did not give up.  

Matthew 22:34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and 
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 



 Jesus first answer was fine. Every good Jew could recite this law. What rocked the people 
was a) that Jesus added a second command to love your neighbor (second in sequence, 
not priority) and b) how he defined what it meant to love God and others. 

 We are going to look at loving your neighbor next week, but just know that you cannot 
separate how you love God and how you love others. 

 It’s what you love that changes your life, not necessarily what you think. 

 You can know about Jesus, his miracles and his life and not love him. You can appreciate 
his wisdom and his teaching and not love him. You can do all the right religious things and 
not love him. 

 “A man may study because his brain is hungry for knowledge, even Bible knowledge. But he 
prays because his soul is hungry for God.” (Leonard Ravinhill, 20th century writer and 
evangelist) 

 What does it mean to love God? The Pharisees, the most religious people in the Jewish 
world, thought they were doing exactly that. Jesus said they completely missed it. 

II. Loving Jesus begins when you know him as your Savior. 

 Until this happens, Jesus is theoretical. His teachings are good. His life was a nice model. 

 The church he started is a nice group or institution. But it’s kind of like being at a family 
reunion. There is good food, people are friendly, you enjoy hanging out, talking and playing 
games, but if you’re not part of the family, there is a sense of not really belonging. 

 This is like a foundational Jenga piece. Paul, who hated Christians and wanted to see them 
all dead, was completely changed by Jesus’ invitation to follow him. He later wrote this: 

Romans 5:5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 There is something different when you accept that you need him. That you cannot do life on 
your own. That you have sinned. That you are messed up. That there is no hope for you on 
your own. 

 The people who love Jesus most are those who really understand the depth and breadth of 
what Jesus saved them from. As Christ-followers, then, how do we grow in love for Jesus 
(remember, this is all about movement)? 

III. We love Jesus when our decisions reflect his instructions. 

 In his last instruction to his disciples before his death, Jesus told his disciples a bunch of 
stuff. One of the more startling ones is this. 

John 14: 15 “If you love me, keep my commands. . . 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps 
them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love them and show myself to them.”  

 Do you want to know if you are growing in love for Jesus? Are you growing in your 
obedience to his commands? Jesus ties these directly together. 

 If you love me, do what I say. If you don’t, it shows your lack of love for me. 

 This made such an impression on John, then much later when he was recounting Jesus 
teaching, and writing a letter to those that wanted to know more about it, he wrote: 

1 John 2:3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever 
says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that 
person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is 
how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 



 See the connection. We know Jesus when we live as he lived. We love Jesus when we 
obey his commands.  

 Our love for God is made complete when we follow him. 

 We cannot claim to love Jesus and then decide to ignore what he says. 

 And what did Jesus command? Remember what Jesus said earlier. Love God. Love others. 
Everything hangs on these two commands. 

 Every choice we make in life is a value judgment. Every choice is a reflection of our loves. 
When our loves are disordered, our choices will be disordered.  

 “Whoever loves much, does much.” (Thomas a' Kempis) 

 I have a friend who recently went through a really tough time. He was in a position where he 
felt used, taken advantage of, treated unfairly. Despite this, he chose to submit to those who 
were in charge of him. He did what was asked. He took the high road. He confessed. He 
owned what he could own. He did the hard work of dealing with his feelings. 

 My friends, he would tell you he knows Jesus better today than ever. 

IV. Our love for Jesus grows when we pursue it. 

 Love that is not worked on grows cold. 

 If we go back to our illustration of a good marriage from earlier, the reason it is so good is 
that it is not ignored. Each party worked on it. They spent time on it. It was not an accident. 

 When Jesus was talking to different churches in Asia through the apostle John, one of the 
churches he singled out was the church based in Ephesus. 

 He says something quite remarkable to this church. 
Revelation 2:1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who 
holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know 
your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked 
people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them 
false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown 
weary. 4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how 
far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to 
you and remove your lampstand from its place. 

 This issue was not what they had done. They had moved into doing many things. They had 
persevered and even had hardships come against them. 

 They had remained orthodox, their beliefs were in line, but they had become unloving. 

 They had lost their first love. They had started ignoring the commands of Jesus to love 
others the way he had loved them. 

 Religion and life had become routine. That pursuit of Jesus and the life that flowed from it 
had waned. Jesus was calling them back. 
 

 TO KNOW JESUS, LOVE JESUS. 

 Be a part of his family. 

 Listen to what he says and do it a little more each day. 

 When we do this, we are knowing Jesus more. We will be changed. We will experience him 
more deeply. 

 Let’s take this all the way back to identity. Identity is so important because loving Jesus this 
way can only happen when our identity is set. 

 If I know I am secure in him, then I can take risks in obeying him, knowing he will take care 
of the results. 

 If I know I am accepted, I can love others the way they need to be loved, because their 
opinions do not decide how valuable I am. 



 When my significance is assured, I can simply follow Jesus without striving. 

 How does this translate into this week? 

 Consider one thing that you know Jesus has been calling you to do. 

 Do it. Show Jesus your love by obeying. 


