
 We celebrated and praised like the people on Palm Sunday. You all know what happened 
next though. 

Matthew 27:20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 
and to have Jesus executed. 21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked 
the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered. 22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” 23 “Why? What crime has he 
committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

 One of my biggest questions is this: How many people were in both crowds? 

 For those that were, I wonder why? What changed for them? Was their praise fake the week 
before? What changed? They obviously did not think or believe the same a week later. 

 

 I wonder how often our worship of God works the same way. We sing and feel great on a 
Sunday and by Friday we are angry and vindictive at God. 

 Story 1 – There was man who went to a church service. He noticed that things were a bit out 
of order and had some overflowing trash. When the music started, it was off beat and the 
slides did not transition on time. To make matters worse, someone was clapping out of 
rhythm. Some weren’t even paying attention. The weird ones were raising hands in the air. 
The sermon itself was a little dry and long. He noticed at least 6 people who were on their 
phones and not even paying attention. That mother did not take the crying baby out in time 
and when he got up to leave, no one pursued him out the door to say hi. He thought: “What 
a waste. My life is a mess and I came here to meet Jesus. That didn’t happen. I wish I had 
gone fishing instead.” 

 Story 2 – That same day another man came to the service. He got there early enough to say 
hi to a couple of people. He relaxed with the people who were obviously familiar with each 
other. When the music started, he noticed the passion of the singers and musicians and 
couldn’t help but get carried into their enthusiasm. The sermon seemed to come directly 
from God into his soul and he couldn’t believe 30 min had gone by so fast. When the service 
was over, he walked to his care thinking: “I am facing so much. I needed to meet God today 
and I did. My burden feels lighter, God feels nearer. I am so glad I came.” 

 What is the difference? Same church. Same time. 

 Is it all personal? Is it just your emotional state? Is it music dependent? Is it just about 
coming go a service? Can you worship God just as good on the golf course or on the 
ocean? 

 

 If we want to be changed, it means growing in our worship of Jesus. 

 Why are you focusing here? If we are going to KNOW Jesus should we be growing in our 
theology, bible knowledge, spiritual disciplines (prayer and fasting, etc) or something else. 
Why worship? 

 

 As we often do, we are going to look to Jesus life, but before we do, let me lay out some 
academic groundwork. 

 We often tie music to worship. In Scripture, there are multiple words that we translate into 
“music”, “musical” or “musician(s).” These words occur 100 times. 

 The same is true for words translated “sing(s)”, “singing”, “singer(s)”, “song(s)” with these 
words being use 250 times. 

 Music is a large part of worship but worship ≠ music. 

 Music and song is a way of remembering who God is and what he is done in a way that 
engages multiple senses and our emotions. 

 Then there is the word “worship” itself. 



 There are over 10 different Hebrew or Greek words translated as “worship(s)”, “worshiped”, 
“worshiper(s)”, “worshiping” about 250 times. Clearly the topic is important.  

 Worship can be accompanied music or not. If includes at times confession and fasting. We 
are to worship both alone and corporately.  

 Worship is tied to ritual and law but there was a lot of worship before the law even came 
where it seemed like people did what they saw fit to do. What about worship after Jesus 
came? Did it change? 

 We talk about Sunday as a “worship service.” We refer to those at the front as the “worship 
team.” When we say the “worship was really good today”, for some it meant we had a 
drummer, and others that we sang a hymn. 

 Hebrew (Old Testament) = honor paid to a superior being 

 Greek (New Testament) = to kiss the hand, to bow down, to prostrate oneself 

 The English translation = to acknowledge a superior’s value or worth. It actually comes from 
the idea of tying “worth” and “ship” together. 

 We are going to look at two different interactions Jesus had that give us clarity on this topic. 

 The first is with a sinful, messed up woman and the second is with the religious elite. 

 Jesus traveled through the region of Samaria and he encountered a Samaritan woman and 
engaged with her in conversation like no one was supposed to. 

 They got into a discussion and Jesus got a little personal so she tries to derail the 
conversation. 

John 4:20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where 
we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming 
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the 
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

 She was under a misconception. 

I. Misconception #1: Worship is about location and circumstances. 

 Her question about where to worship and what was proper was a debate that went back 
hundreds of years on whether it should be Jerusalem or the northern Israel location. This 
dates all the way back to when the kingdom split after the reign of Solomon. 

 Jesus’ response was to reframe the issue. 

 Worship is not an issue of the right location or circumstances. It is about worship in spirit and 
truth. 

 The truth is that worship is about a relationship with God. 

 To worship in truth is to have a right understanding of God, of his work through Jesus. 

 To worship in spirit is to then engage with God (who Jesus says is Spirit) based on that 
understanding. 

 True worship is based on a right understanding of God’s nature and it is a right valuing of 
God’s above all things. It is giving Jesus preeminence. 

 It is all the things we sing and hear about. God’s power. Omnipotence. His love and grace. 
His omniscience. His faithfulness. How he has adopted us into his family. 

 We need to grow in our knowledge of who God is to grow in worship, but while our worship 
is spurred by our knowledge of God, it is our experience of God that drives it. 

 Our worship flows out of our revelation of who God is. This is the experience of the 
knowledge you already have. 



 You might know, from reading the Bible, that God is the God who provides. He owns 
everything and he can and does provide for our needs. 

 But you have been struggling financially. It has been difficult. You have been cutting 
expenses, giving generously, but you don’t know how all the bills will get paid. Then God 
gives an unexpected blessing. Bills are paid and you’re not sure how. You are blown away 
and thankful. When you worship him for being the God who provides, there is a depth to 
your worship that did not exist before. 

 Your level of worship is tied to your revelation of the God you worship. That is why true 
worship is all about relationship. When I am growing in my relationship with God and having 
an increased revelation of who he is, worship will flow. 

 Worship on Sunday is simply an extension of the relationship that has been developing all 
week. 

 True worship reflects my relationship with God. 

 That’s how we keep worship from being a circumstantial thing.  

 Otherwise, our worship is based on a good week, good things happening, God’s blessings 
or good music. 

 I find it interesting that when David fasted and prayed for his child’s healing and God did not 
give him what he wanted, his first response after the child died was to go to the temple and 
worship.  

 We worship God because he is God. Period. Our relationship with him leads us to 
extravagant love and extreme submission to him. 

 It is highly appropriate to thank God for all the things he has done for us. However, true 
worship is shallow if it is solely an acknowledgement of God's blessings. 

 

 The second encounter we are looking at is between Jesus and the Pharisees, the religious 
elite. 

Matthew 15:1 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
asked, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands 
before they eat!”  

 The law talked about purity. It prescribed clean hands for the priests who had the sacred 
responsibility of working with sacrifices. 

 The problem was that the law did not tell you what to do in every situation. So they had to fill 
in the blanks and the corners. Then this turned into something as good as law. 

 This had grown to apply to everyone in many situations. That is why they talk about the 
tradition of the elders. 

 Once again, Jesus reply was simply to tell them they just didn’t understand the point of all of 
this stuff. 

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 4 
For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is 
to be put to death.’ 5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to 
help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their father or mother’ 
with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition.  

 Basically, instead of helping their parents, they could designate that those resources are 
“dedicated to God” and so were exempt from having to use them. Didn’t mean you had to 
give them, but they were “available” for God. 

7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 “ ‘These people honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are 
merely human rules.’” 10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 
What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that 
is what defiles them.” 



 Here is the second thing I notice. 

II. Myth #2: Worship is about doing the right rituals. 

 Jesus is quoting from the prophet Isaiah. 
Isaiah 29:13 The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human 
rules they have been taught. 

 Worship that is doing the “right” things without a heart that is focused on Jesus is utterly 
valueless. 

 Jesus condemnation of the Pharisees is scathing. He tells them that their worship is in vain. 
The word vain means “no purpose”, “folly”. It means zero. It is not worship.  

 You can do as many deeds as you want and go to as many church services as you want 
and never be worshiping if it is all external and nothing is happening in your heart.  

 The truth is that worship is about the heart.  

 If we say the right things, sing nice songs, talk as though God is important, but there is no 
connection to an inner reality, then all that stuff we are doing is pointless. 

 We are not trying to follow some religious dogma, or impress someone else or make it look 
like we are a good Christian. 

 True worship recalibrates my heart’s priorities. 

 It leads me to consider God and what is important to him. It opens my heart to be convicted, 
to be directed and to be changed. The more I surrender of my life to him, the more of my 
heart is his, the greater my worship. 

 The act of worship flows from a heart of worship. 

 Both of these encounters with Jesus reflected a problematic view of worship. 

III. Myth #3: Worship is something we do in a specific time or place. 

 Both the woman at the well and the Pharisees were all about specifics. What time, what 
place, what method, what rituals, what to say. 

 Both have the wrong focus. 

 True worship involves your entire life. 

 It should tie into all of our life. A heart close to God will change our actions, our concern for 
others. 

 The writer of Hebrews described worship this way. 
Hebrews 13:15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – 
the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

 Worship involves what we say AND how we live. 

 One of the Greek words (latreia) means to worship and to serve. Both are in view. 
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. 

 That’s why Jesus was so harsh on the Pharisees. They were acting all “worshippy” but were 
ignoring the needy and were not following God’s heart. 

 True worship reorients my actions. 

 As we grow in appropriating God’s attributes in our lives, and we let our worship recalibrate 
our hearts, he takes my own selfish desires and points them in the same direction as Jesus. 

 Listen to this statement from God to the nation of Israel. 
Isaiah 1:11 “The multitude of your sacrifices – what are they to me?” says the LORD. “I have 
more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure 



in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 12 When you come to appear before me, who has 
asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your 
incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations – I cannot bear your evil 
assemblies. 14 Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts my soul hates. They have 
become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands in 
prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands 
are full of blood; 16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight! 
Stop doing wrong, 17 learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the 
cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.   

 Worship is walked out in our actions in an increasing manner. 

 We need to stop kidding ourselves. Stop holding onto pet sins. 

 We want to love Jesus and feel good on Sunday, but we refuse to surrender pieces of our 
life to Jesus. If you want to grow your worship, walk out your faith daily. 

Matthew 5:23“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go 
and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.  

 Our worship is connected to our life and how we live. You cannot disconnect the two. 
 

 At Hope Chapel “People are invited to come as they are and be changed.” 

 You can be changed. You can experience God more. You can know more freedom. 

 Neil Marten, a member of the British Parliament, was once giving a group of his constituents 
a guided tour of the Houses of Parliament. During the course of the visit, the group 
happened to meet Lord Hailsham, then lord chancellor, wearing all the regalia of his office. 
Hailsham recognized Marten among the group and cried, "Neil!" Not daring to question or 
disobey the "command," the entire band of visitors promptly fell to their knees! 

 Worship is not just a prescribed, unquestioning action. 

 It is about growing in our relationship with Jesus – letting our worship reflect an increasing 
depth. 

 It is letting Jesus recalibrate our hearts so they reflect his increasingly. 

 It is reorienting our actions around this change.  
 

 When we do this, our worship will change. It will affect everything. 

 When Lawrence of Arabia was in Paris with some of his Arab friends after World War I, he 
took them to see the sights of the city. His friends showed little interest in the Louvre, the 
Arch of Triumph, or Napoleon’s tomb. The thing that really interested them was the faucet in 
their bathtub. They spent much time turning it on and off; they thought it was wonderful. All 
they had to do was turn the handle and they could get all the water they wanted. 

 When they were leaving Paris, Lawrence found them in the bathroom with wrenches, trying 
to get the faucet off so they could take it with them. You see, they said, it is very dry in 
Arabia. What we need are faucets. If we have them, we will have all the water we want. 
Lawrence had to explain to them that the effectiveness of the faucet depended on the water 
system to which it was attached. 

 Let’s grow in our worship together, giving Jesus increased preeminence, asking him to turn 
our hearts more and more towards him as the source of all things, and then living a life that 
reflects the heart of God. 


