
 When it came to evangelism, I heard verses like this: 

 “Go and make disciples” 

 “Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when 
he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” 

 “So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.” 

 “If we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us.” 

 To make matters worse, I would hear stories from other Christ-followers about how they did 
this all the time, talked to their friends about Jesus. 

 We were told to invite our friends to kids club, then to youth group, then to church. 

 I did, because I had to, even though I really didn’t have any close friends who weren’t 
already Christ-followers. 
 

 We’ve already seen that if we want to be changed, to grow as Christ-followers, part of doing 
that is joining him in his mission to reach those who don’t know him. When we have the 
heart of God, it changes our focus, our purpose, how we use our time and money, etc. 

 Yet, for many of you, you are not sure how. You feel ill-equipped to do so. You figure you 
need to get them to church so that the pastor can tell them. The pastor or elder should visit 
that relative who doesn’t know Jesus and share the news about him. 

 The biggest barriers to sharing about Jesus with those around us. 

 1) Lack of Gospel Knowledge – Questions I can’t answer. We see a quiz like I put up earlier 
and it just confirms what I don’t know. 

 2) Fear – I never learned how, tried and failed, job security, political correctness. What if 
they ask a question I don’t know the answer to. 

 3) I struggle with my own faith – how can I talk about Jesus when I am not even totally sure 
of different aspects of following Jesus myself? 

 4) Lack of Compassion / Apathy – we simply don’t care that much. The people we love are 
Christ-followers and the rest . . . well, hopefully they find their way. 

 5) All my friends are Christ followers – the people I hang out with, spend time with, know at 
any level of depth, are all Christ-followers. I don’t need to share it with them and I simply 
don’t know the rest well enough to have these kind of conversations. 
 

 You are not alone. 

 BUT, it doesn’t need to be that way. 

 There is a wrong idea or focus on what it means to talk to others about Jesus. 

 So whether you are the person who struggles to share what they believe, or if you’re a 
person who does so all the time, we can make this a part of what we do and who we are. 

 This is because THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IS ROOTED IN STORY. 

 The primary vehicle that Jesus used to teach was . . . stories. Stories are powerful. 

 The reason this is true is because stories speak not primarily to our intellect, although our 
brains can be stimulated by story. They appeal to emotion. To our hearts. 

 Stories entertain. Stories teach. Stories move people to action. 

 If you want to grow in your ability and willingness to IMPACT the world with Jesus, learn to 
tell your story and God’s story. 

 The best example I can think of from the pages of the bible is the story of Paul. 

 Paul, who was originally known as Saul, was a man on a mission. Much of the NT is the 
record of letters that he wrote to the various places he visited and planted churches. 

 If you are familiar with his story, you know he was always a man with a mission, the mission 
simply changed. 



 We are introduced to Saul at the death of the first recorded martyr for Jesus – a man named 
Stephen – who was stoned to death.  

Acts 8:1 And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution broke out 
against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea 
and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put 
them in prison. 

 Saul’s primary mission in life was to eliminate this new cult. He wanted to destroy anything 
and anyone associated with this blaspheming group who threatened the stability of 
everything. 

 He had money, education, power and he used them ruthlessly. 
Acts 9:1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. 
He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if 
he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 
prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must 
do.” 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 
they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he 
has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 
“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has 
done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief 
priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is 
my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of 
Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17 Then Ananias went to the 
house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – has sent me so that you may see again 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, 
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized. 

 Paul’s entire life trajectory was changed 

 He went away for close to 10 years to learn and study. He was commissioned to travel to tell 
others about Jesus. 

 He wrote some of the deepest theology in the bible. He was brilliant. He wrote some pretty 
complex stuff about following Jesus. 

 BUT, what I find interesting about Paul, is that often when Paul was put in a position where 
he had to defend his beliefs, he did not explain a theological treatise, or expound doctrine, 
he went back to his story. 

 In Acts 22, when Paul has been arrested and he has a crowd crying for his blood, he stands 
up and tells his story. 

Acts 22:1 “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” 2 When they heard him speak to 
them in Aramaic, they became very quiet. Then Paul said: 3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law 
of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for God as any of you are today. 4 I persecuted the 
followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into 
prison. 



 He went on to tell the story of how he met Jesus on the road to Damascus. 

 It is only a little bit later that Paul is brought before king Agrippa, after having been before 
different people who wanted to kill him. 

 When he gets his audience, he simply tells his story. 

 Here’s the thing. People can debate theology with you. They can argue religion. That can 
poke holes into all kinds of things, especially if they don’t believe that the bible is true. 

 But our story is just that. Our story. People might think our story is weird, but they will not 
say, “That’s not true.” 

 The greatest tool we have in joining Jesus on his mission is the tool of story. 

 It simply boils down to two things: 

I. You need to know the story of God. 

 The bible is a long book. 

 It has 66 different “books” or collections of writings. It has many different authors. It was 
written over a thousand year span. It has a variety of forms (poetry, history, allegory, 
hyperbole, instruction, prophecy) that can make it complicated. 

 It can take a lifetime to understand, and it can be overwhelming. 

 Add to that our guilt that we don’t read it as much as we should and that the people we know 
who don’t follow Jesus have little interest in what it says, we can be paralyzed. 

 The story of God is not all that complicated. It can be broken down into four parts.  

 CREATION: God made everything. It was perfect. It was amazing. We were part of that. 
Image bearers of God. Designed to spend time with him. No sin, no pain, no war, no 
sickness, no conflict, no death. Designed with purpose, significance, security and 
acceptance in total fulness.  

 FALL: It didn’t stay that way. Through willful rebellion, sin entered the world. There were 
now problems, conflict, disease, death. Anger and relational problems are now part of our 
everyday experience. It was no longer the way God designed it. 

 REDEMPTION: God wanted to take this broken creation and bring it back to himself. He 
wanted to redeem it, to make it good again. He wanted to bring freedom. So he began a 
plan that culminated with Jesus and his life, death and resurrection. Because of that, we can 
have victory over our sins. There is healing, restored relationships, joy, peace and hope. He 
restores our marred identity. We can live in freedom. 

 RESTORATION: This is the end of the story. He is working towards making it all new again. 
Some day it will be back as he designed it. Perfect. With no sin, pain, sickness or death. An 
eternity with new bodies. Close relationship with the one who created and loves us. 

 Everything you will read and experience of God is part of that story. 

 He made it perfect. We broke it. He fixed it so we can be free. Some day it will be perfect 
again. 

 Almost all stories and movies have these elements in it. It was a certain way. Something 
happened to mess that up. The protagonist faces adversity to bring it back and there is a 
“happily ever after.” 

 Every person you meet knows intuitively that the world is broken. That it is not operating 
well. They long for something better. They want redemption and restoration. All we do it 
explain where this comes from. 

 THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IS ROOTED IN STORY. 

II. You need to know how God’s story impacts your story. 

 What made Paul’s story so powerful? 



 This is who I was – a murderer, a seemingly righteous man, Pharisee. 

 This is what happened – I met Jesus. He changed my view of myself. I encountered his 
presence. 

 This is who I am – I am a different person. I am not who I was. 

 Listen to how he writes about this in some of his letters. 
1 Timothy 1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered 
me trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 
The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are 
in Christ Jesus. 

 Paul tells his story again in a letter to the Galatian church and concludes it this way: 
Galatians 1:23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of me. 

 Late in his life when he is writing to the church in Philippi from prison: 
Philippians 3:4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks they 
have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 
6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 7 But 
whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 

 In order for you to have a story to tell, a couple of things need to be present. 
 
A. There needs to be good news in your life. 

 You need to know how Jesus has impacted and changed you. 

 For far too many years, the only good news I could articulate about following Jesus was that 
it was a “get out of jail free” card. It was the focus of many of the tracts I had seen. 

 While an eternity in heaven is huge, if that is the extent of the good news of Jesus, it is often 
uninteresting to people. 

 When you are talking to the person whose marriage is falling apart, heaven is a long way 
off. 

 When you are having a conversation with a co-worker whose son is addicted to drugs, their 
eternal salvation is not at the top of their mind. 

 What is the good news of Jesus in your life? 

 If your only story is this: “Come to Jesus and then read your bible. You get to give up your 
Sunday mornings and do a bunch of religious things. You get to give up a lot of the stuff you 
used to do. You get to give up your time and money for others and forgive your enemies 
deal with Christians who have all the same problems (some of them are OK). It’s great. Oh, 
but you get to go to heaven.” That’s not the greatest news. 

 
B. Jesus needs to be a present reality. 

 People will be drawn to any story that shows that Jesus makes a difference. 

 Has Jesus not only made a difference in your past, but what have you experienced of him 
now? 

 What difference has he made? The depth by which you experience and live by the power of 
God will shape the depth and power of your story. 

 Paul didn’t just have an experience on the road to Damascus. He experienced Jesus at 
every level in his life. His identity was set by Jesus. Jesus carried him through tough times. 
Jesus gave him purpose and mission. Jesus comforted him. Jesus helped him. Jesus 
brought him joy. When Paul wrote, he wrote out of the present reality of Jesus in his life. 



 If our story is good news, we will be inclined to tell it. 

 What if instead your story was this: 

 “I used to be a person who was angry all the time. I worried a lot. I had a lot of conflict. 
Jesus has changed this a lot in me. I’m not all there yet, but I confide in him. I know he is 
taking care of me so I worry a lot less. I find I am looking at others differently. I am more 
joyful and less angry. He has changed how I see others. I found some people who remind 
me of this stuff and who encourage me regularly. When stuff goes wrong, I react completely 
different. I feel a lot freer.” 

 “I used to be a workaholic. I tried so hard because I wanted people to approve of me. I was 
constantly thinking I needed to prove myself, even to my parents. I don’t need to do that 
anymore. Jesus loves me. I am secure because of him. I am even coming home from work 
earlier now. My family sees more of me and we have fun together.” 

 “My marriage was a mess. I resented my husband. Jesus changed all that. We still have our 
problems, but I realized I can be the partner he needs even if he doesn’t do anything in 
return. We argue less now and I am more content because Jesus loved me no matter what. 
It is so much better than it was 2 years ago.” 

 “I was sick, and my friends prayed for me and I was healed. God did it. I am so thankful and 
happy.” 
 

 THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IS ROOTED IN STORY. 

 What is your story? 

 What has Jesus done in your life? 

 What is Jesus doing now? 

 How are you living in the power and presence of God? 

 THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS IS ROOTED IN STORY. 

 His story. Your story. 

 Remember, we are growing in these things. We practice sharing our story. We pursue God 
so that we have an increasingly amazing story to tell. 

 Remind each other of the truth of the gospel. 

 Apply the truth of the gospel to each other. 

 Live the power of the gospel. As you do, ask God to give you heart for those who don’t know 
him. Pray for those who are far from Jesus. 

 Ask for opportunities to tell your story. Pay attention and be aware. 

 Then step into it. Take a chance. Have a spiritual conversation. 


