
 Have you ever heard from someone about an amazing thing – free admission to something 
cool, an event that was happening, a bunch of people going out – but you found out about it 
the next day? 

 You said, “Why didn’t you tell me about it?” 

 What do think of someone who kept the good news always to themselves? They enjoyed 
the benefits of it but didn’t share it with you? 

 There is something special about being a follower of Jesus. 

 We, more than any other person or group of people, have been sent on a mission on behalf 
of the one we follow. 

 I spent 15 years in the professional sales world, for some very large global organizations 
making money for them by selling their products and services to other companies. 

 I did the job. I did it pretty well. But at no time did I ever feel like I was the ambassador for 
the CEO or board of directors of the company to help people fall in love with him. It was all 
about goods and services and if I didn’t do the job, well, that could only last for a while. 

 Once the work week was done, I didn’t think about all that much. 

 Regardless of your age, skills, education, position, where you live, how much money you 
have, Jesus has given you a mission. 

 He is sending you. I would say it this way: CHRIST-FOLLOWERS ARE SENT ONES 

 Every follower of Jesus is a sent one. 

 You are familiar with Jesus’ last instructions before he left the earth? 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 It is not a job reserved for pastors. 

 It is not a mission for those who have received enough knowledge or training. 

 We are told that we are Christ’s “ambassadors.” We are his “witnesses.” We are called “salt” 
and “light.” We are to “teach”, “preach”, “share” and “proclaim.” 

 CHRIST-FOLLOWERS ARE SENT ONES  

 As we finish this series on how we are to “be changed”, we are landing again on how we 
IMAPCT the world with Jesus. We are changed to be more like Jesus when we live as sent 
ones. When we use all the gifts (resources) that God has given us to introduce other people 
to the one who found us. 

 If you are a little uncomfortable with where this is going, you are probably not alone. 

 Many people find this difficult. Yet there is a great account from the life of Jesus that I find 
helpful on what it looks like to live as a ”sent one.” 
 

 We find it in the book written by Luke. Jesus had been teaching and leading for some time. 
He had accumulated disciples – those that followed him, listened to him and learned from 
him. It was more than just the twelve apostles. 

Luke 10:1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of 
him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or 
bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 5 “When you enter a house, first say, 
‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; 
if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the 
worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 8 “When you enter a 
town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 
‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not 



welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a 
warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 

 CHRIST-FOLLOWERS ARE SENT ONES. 

 This story used to make me really uneasy. I tried to picture myself going out with another 
person just wandering to people and trying to tell them about Jesus. I hoped I would never 
have to do something like this. 

 In reality, there are some principles that can help us a great deal. CHRIST-FOLLOWERS 
ARE SENT ONES, but: 

I. God is not sending us alone. (v1-3) 
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 
every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.  

 There are people all around you who are searching for Jesus. 

 They are looking for answers. 

 They are looking for a solution. 

 They are ready to hear more. 

 But God is not sending us to them on our own. 

 We are sent with others. 

 Jesus sent them in pairs. He understood that they needed each other. It was not a solo job. 

 He gives a hint as to why – they were going as lambs among wolves – into a world that 
disagrees with kingdom values. 

 They needed the support that comes from with doing this together. Pick each other up. But it 
is more than that. 

 We are all gifted differently. We have different abilities. We have different passions. We 
have different spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit gives. When we work together, it gives us 
broader reach and greater effectiveness in sharing about Jesus with others. 

 We are far more effective when other Christ-followers in our circles work with us to reach 
into the lives of our friends who don’t know Jesus. This alone is not enough. 

 In fact, notice that Jesus tells them to pray for more people to come alongside them.  

 Here is the sad truth. There are more people wanting and willing to hear about Jesus than 
there are people willing to share Jesus with them. 

 This means that: 

II. Being sent is being intentional. (v4) 

 There is something about being sent that is intentional. It is not accidental. It is not 
happenstance. 

 Jesus was sending them out to the surrounding towns. They had to choose to follow his 
directions. Being sent is kind of pointless unless you actually go. 

 We are sent ones, but if we are not willing to go, nothing will actually happen. 

 What does that mean? Only a few people are sent to a new location or new country. How 
are you sent? 

 It simply means being intentional. 

 God has given you gifts and passions and abilities. 

 God has put you in your current place of employment. 

 God has set you in the apartment, neighborhood or place where you live. 



 Instead of just being a part of all these things on autopilot, view them as places to which 
Jesus has sent you to make a difference. 

 I always wondered about v4.  
4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

 Why was Jesus making this difficult on them? He wasn’t. I think he knew how our minds and 
hearts work.  

 He knew how easy it is for us to be distracted. Sometimes by good things. Maybe by each 
other. They would wait until they were “ready.” 

 Jesus wanted them to trust God that he would make the difference. 

 Keep on mission. Keep your focus. Live intentionally. 

 Trust God to provide all they needed to make a difference. 

 The question I often had was “how?”  

III. We are sent into relationships. (v5-8) 
5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace 
is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and 
drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 
house to house. 8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you.  

 Look at the instructions he gives them on how. He tells them to seek people out where they 
could stay. In that culture, hospitality was very different than we picture it today. They were 
to look for places the offer hospitality and not just for a moment. 

 In other words, look for people who are receptive and interested in relationship. 

 This is the biggest problem with target evangelism. Where these is no relationship, most 
people are reluctant to listen. 

 He makes this interesting statement about saying, “Peace to this house.” 

 This is not simply a blessing that you say. Jesus is instructing them to look for people that 
are open to relationship. They were not to guilt people into the kingdom, or manipulate or 
berate them. 

 This is all about relationship. That’s why he talks about eating together with them. 

 A sales presentation is always unpopular 

 Until you know someone. Until you spend time with them. Without getting to know them, you 
will not understand or allow your gifts and passions to connect you to that person. 

 This is so freeing. If you like to line dance, build relationships with people who like to line 
dance. If you are into a particular hobby, get to know those who do what you do. If you are 
in a neighborhood, talk to the talkers when you are out walking. At work, sit and eat lunch 
with the ones who want to have lunch with you. 

 Go to people that you can connect with and who seem interested in you. Hang out with 
them. Spend time with them. 

IV. We are sent with good news. 

 You think, “OK, I can do all that, but how do I get to the Jesus part. 
9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’  
 
A. Meet their felt needs. 

 In that culture, healing the sick was huge. Doctors were not available like we have. 

 If you wanted credibility to share good news, get someone healed and they will take note. 

 Once you have a relationship with someone, simply look at how to meet their needs. You 
can’t know what those needs are outside relationship. 



 It might be to pray for God to heal. It might be to listen. To babysit. To help them with 
counseling. God will direct. Ask him how you can meet their needs. 

 
B. Have spiritual conversations. 

 Spiritual conversations are nothing than more than meeting people where they are at and 
introducing them to Jesus. 

 We are not trying to convince someone to become a Christian. We are introducing them to 
the Jesus who loves them and cares deeply for them. We are demonstrating and modeling it 
and sharing what Jesus has done for us. 

 Just to help the disciples, he told them that if they reject of the message of good news, it 
was not a rejection of them but of Jesus himself. 

 It is a rejection of the kingdom, but the kingdom is coming whether they believe it or not. 

V. Living as “sent ones” brings joy to us and God. 

 This would have been a terrifying experience for me to be sent out like this. 

 In fact, being told to make relationships and tell people about Jesus can be scary. 

 Yet look what happened when they acted as “sent ones.” 
17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.”  

 They were pumped up. They saw God move. They saw the kingdom of darkness pushed 
back and there was nothing like it. 

 Sharing Jesus and seeing others ”get it” is an activity like no other. 

 And it wasn’t just them who were excited. 
18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to 
trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm 
you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.” 21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to 
do. 

 Nothing brings him greater joy than seeing his children walk in obedience as sent ones and 
as a result see people come into his kingdom. Nothing! 
 

 CHRIST-FOLLOWERS ARE SENT ONES 

 The question is whether we will live that way. 

 God is not sending us on this journey alone. It’s why we do life together. 

 Living as sent ones will not happen accidentally. It requires intentionality. To use the gifts 
and passions he has given us. 

 To follow as Jesus sends us into relationships right where we are. 

 To meet the needs of those we encounter and simply have spiritual conversations that 
eventually lead to Jesus. 

 When we do, the kingdom of God in our area will not be the same. 

 Let’s be a church that rocks the kingdom of darkness. 

 Let’s be a church that introduces people to the only one who can meet their needs. 

 CHRIST-FOLLOWERS ARE SENT ONES 

 Let’s be a church that lives like it.  


