
 Easter is one of those holidays where many people get to hang out with family. Maybe you 
did yesterday or maybe today you are getting together to eat your scalloped potatoes, ham, 
honey glazed carrots, deviled eggs, creamy peas, and then all those wonderful desserts. 

 For some of you, the food is the highlight of the day. Family is incidental. 

 For others, you love getting together with your family. 

 “The other night I ate at a real nice family restaurant. Every table had an argument going.” 
(George Carlin) 

 “My family is really boring. They have a coffee table book called 'Pictures We Took Just to 
Use Up the Rest of the Film.'” (Penelope Lombard) 

 “Insanity does not run in my family. Rather, it strolls through, taking its time, getting to know 
everyone personally.” 

 “I think a dysfunctional family is any family with more than one person in it.” (Mary Karr) 

 “Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in another city.” (Comedian 
George Burns) 

 I love hearing the stories of people’s family. It is interesting to hear how people grew up, 
what affected them, the connections between them and their family, although I must admit 
it’s gotten a lot more complicated than it used to be. 
 

 Family has changed a lot in the past 50 years. 

 46% of all children are living in a family with two married parents in their first marriage, down 
25% from 50 years earlier. 

 Almost half of kids will live in a family with parents cohabiting at some point before they 
leave home. 

 Single parent homes are on the rise. 

 1 in 6 live in a blended family 

 Families are smaller – having way few children 

 40% of births happen to unmarried women – decoupling marriage and child bearing. 

 Our favorite TV shows and movies often reflect the dynamic and changing nature of family 
in our culture. (Modern Family, Big Bang Theory, Walking Dead, Game of Thrones) 

 Families are strange things. In a family unit there is the potential for the most fulfilling and 
closest relationships that are possible here on earth. 

 But nobody can hurt you like a member of your family. Because you entrust them with a part 
of your heart, you are most vulnerable to pain from those who are closest to you. 
 

 Why then does God chose to describe being his followers as family? 

 Because being a part of God’s family changes our life. God’s family is designed for us. 
 

 Family comes up repeatedly within the Bible. 

 We actually don’t get a lot of information on Jesus interaction with his family, but there is 
one particular event that stands out, partly because it seems so odd. Matthew, Mark and 
Luke all write about it, but Mark gives us the most detail. 

Mark 3:20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his 
disciples were not even able to eat.  

 This is at a point early in Jesus ministry when he was gaining in popularity. 

 There were so many people that when Jesus went places, the crowds were out the door 
(remember the men who had to lower their friend to Jesus through a roof) 

 Jesus was teaching and making claims about himself that we getting the religious 
establishment riled up. 



21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of 
his mind.” . . .  

 Not sure if they meant he was teaching something crazy, making crazy claims, or just out of 
his mind for doing it in such a way that invited dangerous reprisals. 

 Perhaps they wanted him to come home and resume the duties of an elder brother. Maybe 
they were embarrassed by him. Maybe they were protecting him. 

31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 
32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside 
looking for you.”  

 I find it interesting that Jesus mother, Mary, who had borne Jesus as a virgin, who was 
visited by an angel, and who watched Jesus grow up, was part of the family group. 

 Mark pointedly mentions that they were outside. They were not part of those who followed 
Jesus. They were not those who he was teaching. 

33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a 
circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will 
is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 Jesus is not putting down family. We saw last week the importance Jesus placed on 
honoring parents and criticized the Pharisees for not doing so. 

 What he was doing was pointing out the significance of God’s spiritual family. 

 Jesus makes a couple of huge statements that are a great encouragement. 

 God’s family is not exclusive. “Whoever” means exactly that. Anyone. In that culture, only 
men could be disciples of the Rabbi. Jesus elevates everyone. That’s why he says brother, 
sister, mother. Interestingly, the role of Father is reserved for God the Father. 

 You choose to be in the family. He qualifies his statement by saying it is anyone who does 
the will of God is in the family. We are not automatically in God’s family just because we 
exist. The truth is that every person is created in God’s image – every person is an image 
bearer but we CHOOSE to be a part of God’s eternal family. 

 We learn to live as family. “Does God’s will” is an ongoing, growing process that we choose 
to engage in. 

 At Hope Chapel we say that in order to be changed, we need to learn to live in and like that 
spiritual family together. 

 The problem is that most of us have a skewed view of family. Since our biggest hurts come 
from family and everyone has some level of family dysfunction, we are not altogether sure 
we want to commit fully to God’s family. 

I. Easter shows us what kind of Father God is. 

 Most of the deepest wounds in our lives are Father wounds. It doesn’t matter how much you 
loved your father. It doesn’t matter if you had a good childhood or not. We’ve all been 
wounded and broken, and Fathers most often are responsible for ones that hang with us. 

 Abandonment, neglect, abuse, criticism, apathy, being distant from us, being fearful of him – 
they wound our souls. 

 We bring those into wounds into our relationship with God. 

 What we celebrate this weekend reminds us that our heavenly Father is not like any of that. 

 “For God so loved the world he gave his only son.” 

 The Father wanted you in his family and he would do whatever it took to make that possible. 
John 1:12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God. 



Ephesians 1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will. 

 Your Father in heaven chose you. He was looking out for you before you even knew it. He 
was pursuing you before you were aware of it. 

 What kind of Father sends his own son, a son who is loved, precious, and dear to him, to 
earth?  

 What kind of Father allows his son to be betrayed and abandoned by his friends? What kind 
of Father appoints his son to struggle with the mental and emotional anguish of knowing 
what is coming? 

 What kind of Father sends his son in front of religious leaders, governors and kings who all 
mock and question him. 

 What kind of Father allows his son to be tortured, beaten, and humiliated? What kind of 
Father willingly sends his son to his death? 

 What kind of Father does all that? 

 A Father who never abuses his power. 

 A Father who never criticizes who you are. 

 A Father who is never too busy for you.  

 A Father who never neglects you. 

 A Father who will never abandon you in any circumstance or no matter what you do. 

 A Father who is never addicted, who is not a workaholic, not mean, not more concerned 
with your development than your heart. 

 A Father that works tirelessly for your good.  

 A Father who pursues you because he thinks you are worth it. 

 A Father who is infinitely proud of you. A Father who loves you AND likes you. 

 A Father who is tender and Father who is friend. 
Romans 8:15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, 
Father.” 16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 

 Even if you come to experience that kind of Father, we still have to deal with the brothers 
and sisters in the family. 

II. Easter is what allows us to live like family is supposed to. 

 Most of us have a broken picture of family. Our own families of origin load us up with 
baggage on how we deal with life and people. 

 God’s family is designed to redeem the whole concept of family. 
Ephesians 2:19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 
with God’s people and also members of his household. 
Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers. 

 Just a few hours before Jesus was arrested and taken away to death, he said this: 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. 

 You are going to be family. Treat each other the way I treated you. 

 I modeled it for you. This is what family looks like. Not your messed up, broken, and 
imperfect families. Like how I did and am going to do. 

 I want you to live like family and behave like I have done and am about to do. Everything I 
am about to undergo in the next 24 hours – you need to treat each other with that kind of 
self-sacrificing love. 



 This is the kind of family you are to be. 

 A family where transparency is valued and not taken advantage of. 

 A family characterized by honesty and humility. 

 A family that encourages you when you are down and challenges you when you start live in 
a damaging way. 

 A family that is genuinely concerned about your best, that sacrifices for you and serves you 
and pushes you to serve others. 

 A family that loves you for who you REALLY are, not the self you project to others. 

 A family that cheers you on. 

 And because we are imperfect and don’t do all these things well, a family that deals with 
conflict well, working through it with grace and love, not running away from problems and 
not ignoring them. 

 A family that is a place of peaceful refuge, nourishment, sharing and healing that reminds us 
of the security of our identity. 

 The only reason we can have that kind of family is because Jesus died for us and rose 
again. He empowers us to live that kind of family. We can’t do it on our own – we need his 
help. But we can live this way in an increasing way. 

 A family with that kind of Father and that kind of relationships is what I am sold out for. 

III. Easter is what makes adoption into his family possible.  

 Without Jesus’ death and resurrection, God’s family would simply be something beyond us. 
We would have no access to his family. It would simply be a pipe dream. 

 We were destined for eternal death. For hell. We fall oh so short of what is required to be a 
part of his family. There is no amount of good deeds that will get you into his family. There is 
nothing that can balance the scales of your life. You were hopelessly, completely and utterly 
completely lost.  

 You bring NOTHING to the table. You owe God your life. The penalty for your mistakes is 
instantaneous death and eternal punishment. And that is right and just because God is 
perfect and holy. 

Titus 3:4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 God knew our state. He created us. He saw us mess it up. He didn’t want to leave it that 
way. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 God knew our state. He created us. He saw us mess it up. He didn’t want to leave it that 
way. 
 

 God’s family is designed for us. 

 For acceptance. Belonging. Affirmation of identity. A place to use our abilities and gifts. 

 When my wife and I got married, we moved 8 times in the first 8 years of our marriage. Each 
time we moved far enough that we had to start over with friends and relationships. 

 And ever time what made it no problem was that no matter where we went, we could find a 
part of God’s family and get connected almost immediately with people who are on the 
same mission we are. 

 Then we moved here and have now been here 21 years (today). 



 Let me tell you, we love our biological family. My family and my wife’s family with the parents 
and 7 siblings and nieces, nephews all live fairly close to each other and we love them. We 
enjoy hanging with them. We get along. We have a great time together . . . when we see 
them.  

 Unfortunately, living across the continent means this has happened far less over the past 30 
years than we would have liked. 

 Without God’s family, I’m not sure we could have made it. We are unbelievably grateful that 
there is an amazing heavenly Father who adopted into his family and all the crazy, weird, 
strange and wonderful siblings in it. 

1 John 3:1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! 

 Over 2000 years ago, God came as a man to live here. Sent by his Father. To die. And 
then, when everything was bleak, when his body was buried in a tomb, and his followers 
had lost all hope, the Lord of the universe, the creator of all things, the suffering servant, the 
Savior of the world, the king of the world, rose to life so that we can be restored into his 
family the way he had always designed it to be. 

 Are you in the family? If you are not. If you have never confessed your sin to Jesus. If you 
have never accepted Jesus into your life to live in you. Then please don’t leave today 
without doing so. The adoption papers are written. They are waiting to be signed. The family 
is waiting. You simply have to choose to follow Jesus. 

 If you are in the family, then choose today to live within the family the way that God 
intended, loving others the way that the Father, through Jesus, loved you. 


