
• What is your favorite story or fairy tale?  

• When our kids were young, we liked to read books together. 

• I remember reading the stories of Hercules and others from Greek and Roman mythology. 

• We read tales of the Arabian nights, like Ali Baba and the forty thieves. 

• We read through the Chronicles of Narnia. 

• We also watched all the children’s movies of the time (you know you have little kids when 
the song going through your mind in the morning when you wake up comes from Aladdin or 
Snow White). 

• There is something that almost every one of these stories had in common. Whether they 
actually said the words or not, they all ended basically the same. 

• “And they all lived happily ever after.” 

• We even have a term for this – “fairy tale ending.” 
 

• There is something about this that is contained in most of our favorite stories. We want the 
hero of the story to overcome adversity, to meet the challenges, to take down the bad guys, 
and for there to be a “happily ever after.” 

• We want the guy to get the girl or the girl to get the guy. We want them to live in harmony. 
We want them to have purpose. We want them to find acceptance. 

• There is something satisfying that at some level, there is an element of this at the end. 
When the story is over, we can lean back with an attitude of satisfaction that it ended well. 

• We view life this way too. When I listen to people’s life’s stories, it often goes something like 
this. “Crazy stuff happened. It was really tough. We overcame tremendous adversity. Things 
were pretty tough. But we came through and are looking for better times ahead.” 

• We even think this for ourselves. It’s been a rough spell but I am hoping for better days 
ahead. 

 

• I believe this is hard-wired into us. I also believe it’s a good thing. 

• Yet we often get disillusioned when it seems like there will never be a “happily ever after.” 
There are not better days, only more trying days. Circumstances seem to be getting worse 
and not better. 

• And that’s here, in one of the most blessed places in earth’s history. What about the 
hundreds of millions who are struggling to simply survive? To find the basics of life. Who live 
in fear or in places of great risk. 

• Here’s why I believe this desire is such a good thing. 

• THE END OF MY LIFE IS NOT THE END OF MY STORY. 

• My story is not complete when my heart stops beating. It is so much bigger than this. 

 

• We have been going through the Apostles Creed, which was simply a summary statement 
of the key beliefs of those that follow Jesus. The creed was used to refute error and to help 
in the spiritual formation of the people of God.  

• We believe in God the Father, Almighty Maker of the heavens and the earth 

• And in Jesus Christ His Son, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

• He was born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate 

• He was crucified and dead and buried 

• He descended to the depths of hell, And then He rose again 

• He ascended to the highest heavens and is seated at the right hand of God 

• He will come again to judge the living and to judge the dead 
• We believe in the Holy Spirit 

• We believe in the Holy Christian Church 



• We believe in the communion of saints 

• We believe in the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection. 
• We believe that THE END OF OUR LIVES IS NOT THE END OF OUR STORIES. 

• To examine the significance of this I am going to break it down into three pieces, and then 
look at some implications for us in the day to day of our lives. 

I. Jesus is the King. 

• “He ascended to the highest heavens and is seated at the right hand of God.” 
Ephesians 1:19 That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised 
Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all 
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him 
to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 

• When Jesus was raised from the dead, he sat down at God’s right hand. 

• You have all heard the phrase “right hand man”? 

• When someone sat at the kings’ right hand, he was in a position of power and authority. It 
was as if the king was saying, “When this person speaks or acts, he does so as speaking 
and acting for me with my power and authority.” 

• God has given Jesus power, position and authority. 

• We are told that God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

• Jesus is not simply the one who came humbly, as a baby, and suffered and died at the 
hands of sinful men. 

• He has been raised in power. He is the king. He holds this universe together. He is the all-
consuming fire. He is the glorious one. He is Lord and our master. He has the power of the 
universe in his hands and we owe our existence to him. 

• Why is this so important? The human race has not been left to anarchy. Jesus is the king – 
he rules and he is in control. 

• It means that Jesus is our substitution AND our sustainer. 

• We are not living in a vacuum. He is active in his story and in ours. 

II. He is coming again. 

• “He will come again” 
• When Jesus came back from the dead, he spent a little over a month hanging with his 

followers on and off. He ate with them, interacted with them, encouraged them and then one 
day as they were with him, he ascended into the skies before their very eyes. 

• He was gone. 
Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

• Jesus is not gone forever. 

• He is coming back. 



• For the last 2000 years, Christ-followers have lived with the anticipation that this is going to 
happen soon. The disciples thought it was going to happen in their lifetime. 

• When it became apparent that this might not be the case, they did not get discouraged. 

• They had been promised that Jesus was going to come back, and they told those coming 
after them to be waiting. 

• When Jesus comes back, he is not coming back the way he did the first time. 

• The first time he came humbly, as a baby, with his full powers veiled, living as a human. 

• When he comes back the next time, it will be different. 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 

• It will be amazing. But it is sobering. 

III. He will execute justice. 

• “He will come again to judge the living and to judge the dead.” 

• Jesus is not just the king, is Judge of all the earth. 
Acts 10:42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom 
God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 

• Judging the living and the dead means those who are alive when he returns AND those who 
have died. Basically . . . everyone. 

Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  

• Most people have some level of belief in judgment. Whether or not they are religious, they 
believe there is some accounting for what they’ve done. That’s why people try to balance 
the scales. In the movie, “Gods of Egypt” the afterlife is portrayed as a place where people 
will put their lives on a scale and if it weighs correctly, they enter a greater reality and if not 
they are destined to torment. People can use riches to pay their way in. 

• When God comes again, you will be judged! 

• He will judge our actions. 
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us 
may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

• He will judge our motives. 
1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. 
He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. 

• He will judge our secrets. 
Romans 2:16 This will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus 
Christ, as my gospel declares. 

• Picture having your whole life laid bare in front of others. What does this feel like? What 
goes through your mind? Cringe? Pride? Start with external, then secret (hopes, dreams, 
etc), then motives. 

• Jesus is the judge and he must do right – and to do right He must hold a final court in which 
He will “render to every man according to his deeds.” 

• If he didn’t judge, he would be an unjust and unworthy God. 

• THE END OF MY LIFE IS NOT THE END OF MY STORY. 

• What are the implications for all this? That Jesus is in charge? That he is coming back 
again? That he is coming to judge? 



 
Implication #1 

• I can live freely. 

• This notion of being judged terrifies us or angers us. We who are such self-sufficient, ladder-
climbing, fame-seeking people do not see a need to be judged by anyone. This doesn’t 
seem all that encouraging or comforting. 

• Let's look at it another way. Don't focus on the word "judgment." Instead, think "justice." 
Think about wrong being made right, good conquering bad, love wiping out hate. When 
Jesus returns, He will make things right and restore justice to a world full of injustice. And 
while the world seems out of control – when it seems like people everywhere are thumbing 
their noses at God – Jesus is watching closely. And ultimately, justice will be done, evil will 
pay and good will triumph forever and ever. Jesus is not finished yet and when he comes 
again, he will put it all right! 

• Since God will take care of ALL injustice, then it is not up to me to make it happen in my life. 
I can stick up for others. I can be humble. I can ask forgiveness. I can forgive others. I can 
take second chair and play second fiddle. I don’t have to be upset by bad people, corrupt 
governments, unfair work practices. It never goes unseen and ultimately none of it will go 
unjudged. 

• And for us personally, if we are followers of Christ, when we are judged, with all of our 
actions, motives and secrets on parade, we are judged through the lens of someone who 
has already paid the penalty demanded by justice. Jesus already took on himself what is 
demanded when justice is fulfilled in my life. There is no double jeopardy. 

• We can stop trying to earn God’s favor. You can’t do it and when you accept Jesus’ sacrifice 
for you, you already have it. 

 
Implication #2 

• I should live with urgency and intentionality. 

• You and I are surrounded by people that have not asked for Christ’s forgiveness. They do 
not follow him. They do not acknowledge him. They are living for themselves. 

• When they die, they also will judged by their actions, motives and secrets. But they do not 
have anyone to stand in their stead. They will be found wanting. They will end up in hell, 
eternally separated from God. That thought alone should drive our actions. It should 
influence how we use our time and relationships, how we spend our money and our 
priorities. 

• We are told that his coming will be sudden. Unexpected. Like a thief in the night. We don’t 
know when it will happen so we can’t lollygag this life away. 

 
Implication #3 

• How we live this life matters more than we will ever know. 

• Here was my struggle this week. God will judge between those who have chosen to follow 
Christ and those who have rejected him. But he is also judging those who are his followers. 

• If we have heaven because of Jesus work which is all we need, then what are we judged 
for? 

• We might say that all we need to do is say a prayer to Jesus, ask his forgiveness, and then 
live our lives however we want. It doesn’t work that way. Our actions, motives, our lives are 
the evidence of a life submitted to Jesus. 

• Scripture is clear that what we do in this life has implications for the next life. There are 
rewards for how we respond to Jesus. 

• We must pay attention. There is nothing wasted or ignored in this life. 



• Listen how Peter described it. 
2 Peter 3:8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens 
will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people 
ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God 
and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a 
new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 14 So then, dear friends, since you 
are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with 
him. 

• Peter exhorts them to live in light of the reality of Jesus coming. His coming should make a 
difference in the way we are living. 

• Someone once said to John Wesley, “Mr. Wesley, if Christ were to come back tomorrow, 
what would you do today.” And his response was, “I'd do just what I'd planned.” Because he 
was already about God’s kingdom and what he wanted to be found doing when Christ came, 
was precisely what he had set out to be doing for Christ in his daily life. 

 

• THE END OF MY LIFE IS NOT THE END OF MY STORY. 

• Martin Luther said that we should live as if "Jesus died yesterday, rose today and is coming 
back tomorrow" 

• “There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, "Thy will be done," 
and those to whom God says, in the end, "Thy will be done.”  (C.S. Lewis, The Great 
Divorce) 

• A fairy tale ending is possible. 

• Our story can end with everything we ever desired. 

• Jesus is our reigning King. 

• He is coming again. 

• He will bring justice. 

• I want to conclude by simply reading the end of the story. Our fairy tale ending. 
 
1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among 
the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 
thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.  
7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, 
those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake 
of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 
9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 
said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy 
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  



11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal.  
18 The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.  
19 The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone.  
23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and the Lamb is its lamp.  
27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but 
only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of 
the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  
3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and 
his servants will serve him.  
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. 
They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. 
And they will reign for ever and ever. 

• THE END OF MY LIFE IS NOT THE END OF MY STORY. 

• So live freely, but live with urgency, because how you live this life matters more than you will 
ever know. 


