
• As many of you know, I am an avid golfer. I love to play golf. I love to watch golf. I will go to 
a golf tournament to watch it. 

• Many of you think I am crazy and the best thing about golf is that you can nap to it. 
• Whether you are a golf fan or not, you have all heard of Tiger Woods, not only a famous 

golfer, but famous in general. 
• He turned pro at the age of 20 in 1996 and proceeded to accomplish things that no other 

golf had ever done. 
• Within one year he was ranked the number one golfer in the world. Over an eleven-year 

stretch, he was ranked as the best golfer in the world for all of it except for one 9 month 
stretch. 

• He made 10’s of millions of $. He was famous. He had endorsements. He started charitable 
foundations. He was on his way to eclipsing every golf record ever held. 

• It all fell apart in November of 2009. The National Inquirer published a story that he had 
cheated on his wife, and two days later, he crashed his SUV amid some questionable 
circumstances. In rapid succession, it came out that he had cheated on his wife with 
numerous women. 

• Over the 12 next months, sponsors dropped him, he lost endorsements, his wife divorced 
him, and he end up withdrawing from golf to deal with a life that was in tatters. 

• 3 years later he won a few tournaments but as of today has not won in 4 years and today is 
completely absent from the sport. 

 
• His focus on becoming the best golfer of all time was derailed. His career and reputation 

were ultimately destroyed. 
• His story is not unique. We read stories like this over and over. We see them in the news.  
• When you hear a story like that, many of you think, “That would never happen to me. I know 

me. I am not going to have that happen.” 
• You know people whose lives are like this. You see the decisions they make, the choices, 

and you see their lives fall apart. But it won’t happen to you. 
• Perhaps it has happened to you. You look back and think: “If I just hadn’t done that, if I 

hadn’t gone there, if I hadn’t dated them, if I hadn’t driven there, things would be completely 
different.” 

 
• As we look at Nehemiah this morning, we are going to see that Nehemiah faced personal 

challenges as he followed God’s leading in his life. 
• There were opportunities, choices and actions that could have destroyed everything he had 

worked so hard for, and derailed God’s kingdom work, but it didn’t happen.  
• Regardless of your perspective, you will face distractions as you follow Jesus. 
• There will be things that will try to derail you. To pull you from God. To turn you from what is 

important. 
• I saw an epitaph recently that read: “Erected by the first M.P. congregation of Kinross to the 

memory of the Rev. James Hay who labored among them in word and doctrine with great 
success.” 

• Wouldn’t you love to have your life described that way? To have lived it “with great success.” 
• There is good news. GOD HAS SUPPLIED ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

He has done everything and provided everything we need to do more than just survive. 
 
• We have been going through Nehemiah. For those that haven’t been here for the past few 

weeks, Nehemiah is the story of how God fulfilled all his promises to bring Israel back to the 



Promised Land. He had sent them into exile but he had promised to eventually bring them 
back home. After 70 years, he fulfilled that promise. 

• Part of how he did this was through a man named Nehemiah. 
• Nehemiah caught the vision, the passion, from God for this endeavor and he let what broke 

God’s heart break his. It spurred him to action.  
• He advanced God’s agenda. It was amazing. It was more rewarding and important than 

anything else he did. Despite pushback, opposition and division from within, Nehemiah 
pushed forward. 

• Then he began to face personal crisis that could have knocked him for a loop. 
1 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I 
had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it  
• We have seen these player before. 
• Sanballat – Horonite (Moab – the north), who held apparently some command in Samaria. 

He was related by marriage to the son of the high priest. 
• Tobiah – Ammonite prince (Ammon – the northeast). In two ways he was connected by 

marriage with the Jews, having himself married the daughter of a Jew and his son having 
done so as well. His connection was particularly close and influential among many of the 
Jewish nobles. 

• Geshem the Arab (the south) – An Arabian, probably chief of an Arabian tribe that had 
settled in Southern Palestine. 

• These three head a movement to attack Nehemiah personally. He was pushed to 
compromise, to move away from what was important, to derail all that he had labored so 
hard for. 

• But GOD HAS SUPPLIED ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 

I. God has given you purpose. 
1 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I 
had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it – though up to that time I had not set the doors in 
the gates – 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one 
of the villages on the plain of Ono.” But they were scheming to harm me;  

• This is an interesting tactic. They want to pull Nehemiah away from his work. They invite him 
to meet with them. There is an implied friendliness to this invitation. 

• Let’s let bygones be bygones. Let’s talk about what is going on. 
• They wanted to lure him away from not only his work, but away from protection. To isolate 

him. 
• Nehemiah has enough discernment to know how to deal with this. 
3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go 
down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four times they sent 
me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer.  

• God had given him a job. He was working at it. He kept his focus on the job. 
• He kept boundaries. He kept his distance. He did not let himself be enticed. He did not get 

worn down.  
• They tried over and over. 
• But he kept his eyes on his purpose. He knew that God had given him a task. 
• GOD HAS SUPPLIED ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. It all starts with 

purpose. 
• If you are a Christ-follower, you have one. To make disciples. To  
• Some of you know exactly what that looks like. Like Nehemiah’s job to build the wall and 

restore a people, you know what you are to do. 



• Some feel like your purpose is changing. You knew what you used to be passionate about, 
but now things are changing. 

• Some feel purposeless. It is simply a matter of surviving. 
• No matter how low or high we go in the eyes of this world, we have a purpose given to us 

from God himself.   
• It does not matter who you are, there will always be opportunities to get distracted. 
• There will be people who are friendly to your face but plan your downfall behind your back. 
• Sometimes, it is even good things that invite us to be distracted. 

II. God has set your identity. 
5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand 
was an unsealed letter 6 in which was written: “It is reported among the nations – and Geshem 
says it is true – that you and the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the 
wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are about to become their king 7 and have even 
appointed prophets to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in 
Judah!’ Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us meet together.” 8 I sent him this 
reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of your 
head.” 9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, 
and it will not be completed.” But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.”  

• Fear does more to set us back than many other things. 
• Even those who project confidence or who run into things can have fear. 
• Nehemiah’s enemies were trying to get Nehemiah to act in fear. 
• They were trying to intimidate him. They were trying to railroad him into actions that would 

be damaging.  
• This is what fear does. We worry about what might happen. We try to control all outcomes. 

We protect. We minimize risk. We do things we know we should not simply because we are 
worried, anxious or fearful. 

• Our fears fall into three categories: 
• Fear of failure. They tried to instill fear in Nehemiah about the project. They added to it. 

They accused him of planning a rebellion. A civil war. It is easy to be fearful of failure. That it 
won’t work out. That we will be ineffective. That all our efforts will fail. 

• Fear of people. Part of the accusation was designed to make Nehemiah fearful of what 
others thought. About the king. That he would be seen causing problems. Many of us are 
fearful of others. Of conflict. Of what others think of us. Of looking foolish. Of making 
mistakes. 

• Fear of circumstance – lack of security. The other thing is a fear of what might happen. What 
happened if the report did back to the king? What if he believed the story of revolt? His life 
could be in jeopardy. The whole project might fail. He might get recalled before it was done. 

• The devil knows your hot buttons. He knows which lies, which accusations, which fears, we 
are most susceptible to. He knows how to throw them in our face. 

• Notice the Nehemiah did not mount an elaborate defense. He did not try to prove him 
wrong. He rejected falsehood in favor of truth. 

• Whenever all those worries and fears come into our minds, we respond with truth. 
• Truth about two things: 
• 1) Truth about my identity. Nehemiah told them they were wrong about him. It wasn’t true. 

We need to make a practice of reaffirming our identity. God has said I’m significant. I am 
already secure. I am loved.  

• When fear comes into play, practice reminding yourself – out loud – of who you are in 
Christ. 



• 2) Truth about God’s identity. Nehemiah turned to God. He prayed. He knew God was his 
source of strength. He could not do it on his own. He went to God. Remind yourself of who 
God is. What he is like. His power. His love. His holiness. His goodness. 

• Pray for God's strength, His power in our lives. We can overcome the slander and fear of 
our enemies in our own strength. It will be said, not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit 
of God. 

• GOD HAS SUPPLIED ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE so he has set our 
identity. It is firm. It is our best antidote for fear. 

III. God has provided you instruction. 

• When we compromise our actions and begin to act in sin, it always causes problem. 
10 One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was 
shut in at his home. He said, “Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us 
close the temple doors, because men are coming to kill you – by night they are coming to kill 
you.” 11 But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should someone like me go into the 
temple to save his life? I will not go!” 12 I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had 
prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 He had been hired to 
intimidate me so that I would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad 
name to discredit me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, because of what they have 
done; remember also the prophet Noadiah and how she and the rest of the prophets have been 
trying to intimidate me. 

• This is a confusing portion. When I first read it, I was trying to figure out what was so bad 
about this. 

• There are two things going on. 
• First and foremost, he is being enticed by a fellow Israelite to hid in the temple. On the 

surface of it, it seems as though this man is wanting to protect him from threats. 
• But only priests were allowed in the temple, and Nehemiah was not a priest. He would have 

been disobeying God if he had done what Shemaiah suggested. In fact, we read about a 
king years earlier who went in the temple – he was not a priest – and God struck him with 
leprosy. He would have been directly disobeying God. 

• This leads to the second – by doing so, all his credibility, his position, his reputation would 
have been severely damaged. 

• It is very easy to do our own thing. To ignore God’s ways. To run to our own. We justify it 
saying it’s not so bad. But God loves us so much he has given us directions on how to live. 
He knows what is better for you than you do. 

• Nehemiah referred to give in. He gave everything over to God. 
• When we willfully live contrary to God’s instructions, we always end up struggling. Sin (we 

don’t even like that word) ALWAYS catches up with us. It is the ultimate distractor. It is the 
ultimate destroyer. 

• Don’t compromise. When you fall, repent and move back into alignment. Remember, your 
purpose and identity have already been given and are not wrecked by this. 

 
• GOD HAS SUPPLIED ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  
• He has given us what we need in our current situation for who we are. 
• Whether you are a student, unemployed, career person, staying at home, introvert, 

extrovert, quiet, driven, young, older – he’s given it to us. 
• He has given you purpose. 
• He has set your identity. 
• He has given you instructions. 



• What’s great is that when we live along these lines, when we remind ourselves of this, God 
is responsible for all that happens. He is responsible for the results, not you or me. 

15 So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 When all our 
enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, 
because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.  
• 52 days. Job done. Wall completed. 
• Their enemies lost confidence because they say that it was God who did it. 
• God used Nehemiah, but it was a God thing. 
 
• Payne Stewart was also a golfer. He became successful. He won many tournaments 

including 3 major championships. He had money and fame. 
• He was known for being egotistical and sarcastic. He made fun of golfers who attended 

bible studies. His fellow players did not altogether like being around him. 
• Then, after a process of several years, in 1998 at the age of 41, he came to fully embrace 

Jesus as his Savior. It changed his life. He realized he had a greater purpose than just 
winning golf tournaments and making money, He realized that his identity was wrapped up, 
not in golf, but in who God had created him to be. 

• He began to live the way God wanted him to. He was a work in progress, but he pursued 
God with all his heart.  

• It changed him. Players noticed. He had always been liked by the fans, but now everyone 
began to see the difference. He was not a public figure with all he believed, but neither was 
he shy about it. He had not difficulty in sharing that it was Jesus who had made all the 
difference.  

• When he won the US Open in 1999, his arm is thrust in the air wearing a WWJD bracelet 
given to him by his 10 year old son.  

• 4 months later, while flying home to a tournament, the private plan he was on had an 
oxygen malfunction, and everyone on board died and the plane flew for over 1000 miles 
until it ran out of fuel and crashed in South Dakota. 

• Yet even in the last couple years, his legacy was secure. Many people were challenged and 
encouraged by his faith in Jesus. God had given him everything he needed to make a 
difference. 


