
• I have always wanted to visit China to see and walk on the Great Wall of China. It’s on my 
bucket list. 

• That wall was built over the course of 6 dynasties and over 1000 years. Its primary purpose 
was for defense and communication, with 10’s of thousands of watchtowers along its length. 

• They started building over 2,300 years ago. 

• The official length, with all the branches and spurs is estimated to be over 13,000 miles.  

• The main part of the wall from the Ming Dynasty is 5,500 miles. 

• To put that in perspective, that is a wall from Maine to California (and back again!) 

• The wall ranges from 15 to 39 feet high and in places is up to 32 feet thick. 

• They estimate it has 100 million tons of material 

• Some historians figure that it took over a million men to construct, and that upwards of 
400,000 lives were lost in its construction. 

• THAT is a wall. 
 

• How do you even begin a job like that? 

• How do you make something like that happen? 

• If you are the emperor of China, you use your military might to force hundreds of thousands 
of people to make it for you. You threaten and dominate to get it done. 

• What if you are Nehemiah who has a plan to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem but you 
don’t have the military authority or power to force people to do it? 

• What if you are God, and you look down at a broken planet, that you designed in all 
perfection, but that was marred by the sinful choices of people, and you want to rebuild it 
and make it right? 

• Would you force it? Would you snap your fingers and make it happen? 
 

• We are in week three of our look at the bible book of Nehemiah. The events of Nehemiah 
record a man’s conviction to lead and motivate people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, the 
capital city of Judah. 

• They were in disarray and had left God’s people in a hopeless situation. 

• The job to repair it was huge. It could not be done by one person, or even by a small group 
of people. 

• In the first week, we saw that we are to look around and see the gap between what is and 
what should be. To allow our hearts to be broken with what breaks the heart of God. 

• Last week we saw that when our hearts our broken, when we see the need in the world 
around us, we are to take the first step because we are uniquely placed to make a 
difference. 

• God can use you where you are at, in your place, at your time for his purpose. 

• BUT, and it’s a big but, God’s desire is for us not to rebuild or build anything on our own. 

• Because WE CAN A LOT ALONE. WE CAN DO A LOT MORE TOGETHER. 

• God’s design is for us to be at work together for a purpose bigger than ourselves. 
 

• We finished last week with Nehemiah presenting his plan to the leaders and people to 
rebuild the walls, and after discussing it and hearing how God had been at work, the work 
on the wall began. 

• Here’s how Nehemiah chapter 3 begins. 
3:1 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They 
dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred, which they 
dedicated, and as far as the Tower of Hananel. 2 The men of Jericho built the adjoining section, 
and Zakkur son of Imri built next to them.  



3 The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. They laid its beams and put its doors 
and bolts and bars in place. 4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz, repaired the next 
section. Next to him Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of Meshezabel, made repairs, and next 
to him Zadok son of Baana also made repairs.  

• On and on it goes. For 32 verses there is a list of people who worked on the wall. 

• Names you cannot pronounce. Places you have no idea about. 

• If you were to read it through quickly, your eyes would probably glaze over and your brain 
would move into neutral. Although, let’s be honest, if someone could write about your efforts 
and have someone reading about them 2,500 years from now, you might think that’s pretty 
cool. 

• But before we too quickly skip over this chapter, we have to ask again, “Why would 
Nehemiah write all this detail about rebuilding the wall?” 

• There is a reason that Nehemiah includes all this detail in the account. There are some very 
important things that we can glean from these verses. 

• I am going to attempt to pull some of them from this long list of the work that started on the 
rebuilding of the walls. 

• Big tasks required unified cooperation. WE CAN A LOT ALONE. WE CAN DO A LOT 
MORE TOGETHER. Spreading God’s kingdom, the call to everyone who follows Jesus, is a 
big task. It only happens through purpose in community. 

I. No one can do everything, but everyone can do something. 

• No one is exempt from God’s calling. 

• No one is unqualified to make a difference. 

• I believe that one of the reasons Nehemiah details the works so closely is because of what it 
demonstrates about who can and does make a difference. 

• There are 38 individual workers and 42 groups mentioned throughout this chapter. 

• High Priest and fellow priests 3:1 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work 
and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. (v28) The priests were the spiritual leaders of the people. They 
were not usually manual laborers but they knew what was needed and they set the 
example. The priests are mentioned again in v28. 

• A side note - the Sheep Gate was closest to the temple and where the sacrifices were 
brought.  

• We read that the Levites (17) built. These guys were also spiritual influencers, but were 
more closely connected to reaching and teaching scripture and managing all aspects of 
worship in the temple. 

• The spiritual leaders were involved. 

• So were the community leaders.  

• Four times we read about work being done by a ruler of a half-district (v9,12,16,17). These 
were people with responsibility for governing and managing people. 

• Not only that, but three times we read about work being done by the ruler of a district 
(v14,15,19). These are the heads of the community. The mayors, elected officials, leading 
men of the city, etc. 

• There were also the working people. We read about: 

• Goldsmiths were involved (v8, 31). Merchants helped build (v32). A perfume maker was 
mentioned (v8). Women were involved, not just men (v12) 

• There were temple servants (v26), military personnel (v29) and there is a curious mention of 
the “sixth son of Zalaph” (v30) which seems to indicate that even those sons with no 
standing and little inheritance still worked. 

• Not only that, but there was diversity in those that worked to build the wall. 



• Many came from places outside the city. 

• There were the men of Tekoa (v5 & 27), men of Gibeon and Mizpah (v7). We are told that 
“priests from surrounding region” came (v22). 

• There were men from Jericho (v2) and Zanoah (v13). 

• Most of these places were 10-15 miles outside Jerusalem. These people did not have a 
quick 25 minute commute in the morning. It required a commitment. 

• It is far too easy to think that we should leave the God stuff to the professionals. To think 
that we cannot make a difference. Communicate about what we believe. 

• WE CAN A LOT ALONE. WE CAN DO A LOT MORE TOGETHER. 

• No one can do everything, but everyone can do something. 

II. Unity has a multiplicative impact. 

• We talked last week about not working alone. About having others come along side us in 
what God has invited us into. 

• Why is that important? 

• One person doing the work would take a long time. 

• They might find better ways of doing it, they might become the best at it, but alone they are 
always capped in their ability. 

• There are some things that we simply CANNOT do alone. It is rarely a 1+1 equation. It is a 
multiplied equation. 4 people don’t do what four people can do individually. They do more. 

• There is some phrasing repeated over and over throughout this chapter. 
6 The Jeshanah Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of Besodeiah. 
They laid its beams and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. 7 Next to them, repairs 
were made by men from Gibeon and Mizpah 

• He phrase “next to them / him” is used 30 times in the 32 verses of this chapter. 

• This was a work with people working side by side. They were united in purpose and working 
together. 

• 500 years later, Paul would present a similar picture of the church when he pointed out that 
we are different, have different gifts but are part of one body that exists for one purpose. 

• If you have chosen to follow Jesus, you are part of his church. You can choose to go it 
alone. You can choose to stay uninvolved. You can choose to come on Sunday only. You 
can choose to keep yourself separated.  

• Or you can choose to work alongside others for a purpose greater than anything you can do 
outside it. Let me give you some things to remember as you consider working alongside 
others. 
 

A. If you have greater capacity, use it. 

• The men of Tekoa are highlighted twice. 
5 The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa 

• Later we read this: 
27 Next to them, the men of Tekoa repaired another section, from the great projecting tower to 
the wall of Ophel. 

• When their first job was done they went onto the next. 

• How about Hanun? 
13 The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah. They rebuilt it and put 
its doors with their bolts and bars in place. They also repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as 
far as the Dung Gate.  

• 1000 cubits around 1500 ft (or 5 football fields long) of wall. They went over and above and 
did more. They had greater capacity and used it. 



• 6 groups mentioned repaired two portions of the wall. 

• Shallun did extra (v15) repairing the wall of the pool of Siloam as well. 

• Too often we start looking around and wondering why others aren’t doing as much as we 
are. 

• The work of the kingdom is not about you. Not everyone has the same capacity. I have 
known people who seemed to be able to get more done in the same about of time as 
another. It does not make them better. It does not make them superior. It simply means that 
in that area, God created them with a greater capacity. If that is you, then don’t slack off. 
Use it! If that is not you, then do what you can, without being intimidated or jealous of those 
who do more.  

• Remember, it’s not about you. It’s always about Jesus. 
 

B. If you have a particular interest, step into that first. 

• There is another statement repeated often throughout the chapter about those working. 
10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of Harumaph made repairs opposite his house, 

• At least five times (v10,23,28,29,30) we are told people worked opposite their house, near 
their own house. 

• Why? If you wanted to keep your home and area safe, which part of the wall do you want 
broken into last? That’s right, the area right in front of you. 

• These people were passionate because the work was close to home. People worked in their 
area of interest.  

• My friends, work where your heart burden is the greatest. Use your natural interests and 
desires to motivate you to get into the game. That’s why we ask God to break our hearts 
with what breaks his.  

• It could be a group of people: Children. Families. At risk teens. Addicts. Neighbors. Your ball 
team. Immigrants. 

• If could be a particular passion: Pregnancy. Healthy marriages. Environment. Mission. 
Poverty. Hunger.  

• Start where you have a particular interest. 
 

C. If you have no particular passion, piggy back on someone else’s. 

• A number of people pitched in to build even though they had no vested interest in the 
outcome. 

• Those from 10 miles outside the city were not directly helped by the completion of the city 
wall. 

• Outsiders did not directly benefit from the building of the walls and gates. 

• But they bought into the larger goal. They saw the bigger need. They jumped in with others 
because there was more at stake. 

• If you are still waiting for God to show you an area that you can make a difference. If you 
just don’t know. If you aren’t sure. That is NOT a reason to do nothing. 

• Jump in with another person. Go where they are passionate. Serve alongside them. 

• In doing so, God may show you your passion is that thing, or something different. 

• While you are waiting, God’s kingdom is advancing. 

• WE CAN A LOT ALONE. WE CAN DO A LOT MORE TOGETHER. 

III. Making a difference takes time. 

• The words rebuilt/built or repaired/repairs are used 44 times. There is some serious work to 
be done. 



• Making a difference takes time. This is true of our own crumbled souls and the work of 
Jesus. 

• There are places that God has been working in my own soul for years, and there is progress 
and there is change. Sometimes it feels so slow. But God is doing something good. 

• There are things that happen in every church, ministry, endeavor where we begin to wonder 
what it is going to get better, or why it seems to be harder than it used to be. 

• It takes time. This is meant not to discourage, but to encourage. 
 

A. Don’t be halfhearted – go all in! 
20 Next to him, Baruch son of Zabbai zealously repaired another section, from the angle to the 
entrance of the house of Eliashib the high priest. 

• The word translated zealously is a word that means fire, passion – it is even translated 
angry sometimes. Don’t work from fear. 
 

B. Be willing to engage in all kinds of work. 

• Sometimes there will be tasks that God leads you into that you are ill-prepared for or that 
just aren’t that tasteful. 

• Be prepared to work outside your area of expertise. God can work and it’s not just us. 

• Ruler took charge of Dung Gate, which was the south end of the city where all the refuse 
and garbage was taken – probably not the best of locations but a leader took it. 

• There were merchants and perfume makers building the wall – way outside their comfort 
zone. 

• Expand your comfort zone. 
 

C. Don’t let naysayers discourage you. 

• There is one interesting negative verse in this chapter.  
5 The next section was repaired by the men of Tekoa, but their nobles would not put their 
shoulders to the work under their supervisors. 

• There will also be shirkers. 

• There will always be those who keep on the fringes. Who won’t get involved. Who are too 
busy to do their work. Nehemiah simply did not waste his time with them. 

• Our response is not to accuse or get down.  

• Men of Tekoa shamed their own leaders by doing their assigned section and then another 
as well. 

 

• WE CAN A LOT ALONE. WE CAN DO A LOT MORE TOGETHER. 

• John Marks, a producer for television's 60 Minutes, went on a two-year quest to investigate 
evangelicals, the group he had grown up among and later rejected. He wrote a book about 
the quest called Reasons to Believe: One Man's Journey among the Evangelicals and the 
Faith He Left Behind. 

• In the book, he describes the church's response to Hurricane Katrina, which turned the 
corner for him and became a key reason for him to believe again. One Baptist church in 
Baton Rouge fed 16,000 people a day for weeks; another housed 700 homeless evacuees. 
Years after the hurricane, and long after federal assistance had dried up, a network of 
churches in surrounding states was still sending regular teams to help rebuild houses. Most 
impressively to Marks, all these church efforts crossed racial lines and barriers in the Deep 
South. As one worker told him, “We had whites, blacks, Hispanics, Vietnamese, good old 
Cajun… We just tried to say, hey, let's help people. This is our state. We'll let everybody 
else sort out that other stuff. We've got to cook some rice.” 



• Marks concludes: “I would argue that this was a watershed moment in the history of 
American Christianity… nothing spoke more eloquently to believers, and to nonbelievers 
who were paying attention, than the success of a population of believing volunteers 
measured against the massive and near-total collapse of secular government efforts.” 

• YOU ARE A DIFFERENCE. 

• No one can do everything, but everyone, including you, can do something. 

• That’s why we pursue God to ask him to direct us. He’s smart. He knows stuff. And he wants 
to share it with you. 

• When to do it together, the power in the kingdom multiplies. 

• It may take time, but it is worth it. 


