
• Recently, I was in a snacky mood. You know, when the day is done, you are watching some 
television program, and you feel like munching on something. 

• I went into the pantry and sure enough, there was a bag of tortilla chips. They were not old. 
Unopened bag, nice and crisp. But they have minimal taste – meant to be dipped. Before I 
opened the bag I went to the fridge. 

• I was looking for dip. I was trying to see if we had any salsa when my eyes saw the 
container of cream cheese salsa dip that my wife makes. It is delicious. The chips become 
simply a vehicle for ingesting this marvelous treat. 

• I couldn’t believe that we had some – usually it’s around after we had company, and I 
grabbed it. Still felt almost half full – plenty left for some good snacking. 

• Then I took the lid off. It was probably about 10 days old. It was covered with this grey-green 
moss. It looked like the floor of the forest. 

• I briefly considered if I scraped the top off if it would still be good underneath, but I 
abandoned that idea and ended up dumping the rest of the dip out. 

• Food is meant to be eaten and anything left long enough, spoils. 

• It is not just food. 

• There was a theory called the Law of Entropy that was posited over a century ago. 

• It says that everything in our universe, when left to itself, tends toward more and more 
disorder. You could even call it “The Law of Disorder.” 

• The fact that everything tends toward disorder in our universe is a phenomenon experienced 
by every person every day of his or her life. Almost everything in our world and life goes 
from a state of order to disorder if left to itself. 

• Your car starts out as a beautiful perfectly working machine. It runs perfect. It’s spic and 
span. You don’t even want anyone to bring any food or mud into the car. But what if I sent 
out to the parking lot to your car right now. Is it still that way? Is it a perfectly working 
machine? 

• You purchase a computer. It starts out as a speedy machine, lightning fast, with no troubles, 
but it doesn’t seem to stay that way for very long. 

• You start the year by planting and ordering your yard or garden. It’s in perfect shape, nicely 
plowed, de-weeded, and planted, but then what happens? 

• This doesn’t even count for the state of your home, your desk at work, or the top of your 
dresser in the bedroom! 

• It even happens when things we were good at are neglected. That instrument, sport, hobby 
or activity that we haven’t done in 15 years. We are rusty. It doesn’t go so well. 

 

• If you think back to the beginning of our current series in Nehemiah you might remember 
that Nehemiah came back to the city of Jerusalem to rebuild the wall around the city. 

• He and the people endured opposition and problems but accomplished the task. It began to 
give back their identity as God’s people. 

• Nehemiah was not content with building the wall alone, so he pursued a spiritual renewal. 

• This involved repentance and the people renewed their commitment (in writing no less) to 
trust and depend on God, to be a distinct people who were committed to God’s word for 
their lives. 

• This all happens by the end of chapter 10. Chapter 11 and the start of chapter 12 lists many 
of the people who made the commitment to work and live in the city, to return to the temple 
and righteous life that God had directed. 

• The remainder of chapter 12 describes the celebration that they put together for the 
completion of the wall. 



• It’s quite the celebration. The people came together. They had musicians and choirs. There 
was singing and celebration. It was so amazing, that the sound could be heard far outside 
the city. 

• Spiritual renewal. A commitment to follow God. Celebration. Worship. It kind of sounds like 
going to a conference. 

• If we were writing the story, we would end it here. A feel good ending. A nation that had 
returned to God. 12 chapters of movement, change and victory. 

 

• The problem is that Nehemiah has 13 chapters. The real end of the story. What happened is 
what so often happens in our lives, in our spiritual life and in our churches. 

• Complacency. Which led to compromise. Which led to problems and ineffectiveness. 

• When this happens to us, we end up longing for the “good ‘ol days.” The days when things 
were good. When God was exciting. When my service to others was effective. When 
reading my bible wasn’t a chore. When I was on top of my game. 

• We are now going through the motions and at its worst case, we check out. We are done. 
We fall into sinful, destructive life patterns.  

• How do we stay in this for the long haul? 

• How do we keep from getting stale? 

• How do not live in a place where what is behind is always better than where we are or what 
is in front of us? 

 

• There is help and instruction in the Israelite’s failure so let’s dive in. 

• All of these reforms, systems, and spiritual renewal took time. We are told that Nehemiah 
was involved in all of this for about 12 years. 

• Eventually, he had to go back to Artaxerxes. He was still employed by the Persians. So he 
left this amazing new setup and went back to work in the empire. There is debate among 
scholars as to how long he was gone, but probably at least 2 years and as long as 6 years. 

13:6 But while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of 
Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time later I asked his permission 7 
and came back to Jerusalem. 

• How are they doing? How are the keeping to the commitment they made? To the changes? 

• It’s like going out for the evening and leaving the kids at home – they are finally old enough 
not to need a babysitter. You give them all the rules, provide the food, and head off for date 
night. You walk in 4 hours later . . . hoping . . . that the house is still standing. 

• What he found was that they had gotten complacent. That complacency had led to 
compromise. 

• All of them in areas they had specifically committed to follow God in. 

• First, they had stopped following God’s laws with regards to the purity of temple worship. 
4 Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms of the house of our 
God. He was closely associated with Tobiah,  

• Remember Tobiah? Tobiah had joined Sanballat and Geshem to try to stop Nehemiah from 
rebuilding the wall. He had been involved in a conspiracy to attack God’s people. 

• He’d also been a part of a diabolical scheme to harm Nehemiah – perhaps assassinate him. 

• When all these efforts failed, Tobiah continued to do everything else he could to discredit 
Nehmiah, including writing intimidating letters filled with lies and even hiring a prophet of 
God to deliver a false message from God to Nehemiah. 

5 and he had provided him with a large room formerly used to store the grain offerings and 
incense and temple articles, and also the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil prescribed for 
the Levites, musicians and gatekeepers, as well as the contributions for the priests.  



• What made all of this even more shocking to Nehemiah is that the large chamber that the 
high priest had prepared for Tobiah included several rooms where the tithes and offerings of 
the people were stored so that the priestly ministry could continue as outlined in God’s Law. 

7 I learned about the evil thing Eliashib had done in providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the 
house of God.  

• The priest had let in a direct enemy of Gods to live in the temple area where he not even 
supposed to be allowed to go. 

• Second, the people did not keep their financial commitments. 

• They stopped depending on God in their finances. 
10 I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and that 
all the Levites and musicians responsible for the service had gone back to their own fields. 11 
So I rebuked the officials and asked them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” 

• Their commitment to tithe, to give offerings, to bring their first and best had died out. 

• This failure meant that the priests who were supposed to live off those offerings, as they 
performed their spiritual services at the temple, were forced to go back to their secular jobs. 

• Third, they stopped depending on God in their priorities. 
15 In those days I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath and bringing in 
grain and loading it on donkeys, together with wine, grapes, figs and all other kinds of loads. 
And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath.  

• They had committed to listen to God. To depend on his in their priorities and take time to 
worship and rest. Now they were right back to making as much money as they could and the 
markets were open 7 days per week. 

• Lastly, they abandoned their distinctiveness. 
23 Moreover, in those days I saw men of Judah who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon 
and Moab. 24 Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or the language of one of the 
other peoples, and did not know how to speak the language of Judah. 

• They had said they would remain separate. They would not intermarry with people who 
serve other gods. But I guess they were either too good looking or it was too beneficial and 
they went ahead and did it anyway. 

• They had promised and made an agreement in writing that they would follow God’s 
instructions for worship, that they would depend on him in the priorities and finances and be 
a distinct people. They have gone back on ALL of these. 

• It is easy to judge and think, “How could they have done that?” Especially that fast? 

• It is easy to do the same. 
 

• COMPLACENCY LEADS TO COMPROMISE. 

• Compromise happens one step at a time. Usually one decision at a time. 

• It stems from complacency. A lack of attention. 

• Complacency comes when we rely on past efforts, past experiences, or past learning to give 
us security. These are enough. There is no more needed. 

• Compromise follows because our own priorities and desires take precedence over God’s. 

• Consider the first example: The people stopped giving their tithes. The storehouse which 
was used to store the grain offerings and all the things of God now stood empty. The priests 
started to leave the ministry since they had to eat. There was a financial need and since the 
room was empty, Eliashib provided Tobiah with that room to store his things.  

• I can see Eliashib rationalizing that he could replace some of the lost offerings by renting out 
this space for storage and there was none better than Tobiah who had the resources to pay. 



• What started out as good intentions to prop up the lagging financial situation of the Temple 
ending up defiling it. This is the way it is with compromise. What seems to be an innocuous 
situation soon has great implications. 

• They stepped away from what was written in the law. They used the temple for what it was 
never designed to be used for. They ignored the need to rest and reflect on God on their 
Sabbath. They stopped bringing their tithes and offerings. 

• Their actions were more about what was convenient or what conventional wisdom would 
have them do.  

• They either ignored or did not know God’s ways. 

• How do we keep from the same path? 

I. Be alert for compromise and complacency. 

• Four times we see the phrase that Nehemiah “learned” or “saw” a problem. He noticed. 

• You must know what the standard is in order for you to know when that standard has been 
compromised. 

• Truth reveals falsehood. Nehemiah knew what it should look like. So he was looking for 
signs that they were on course or drifting off. 

• Signs of complacency. 

• You are turning into the one who always has a reason why something won’t work. 

• You find yourself doing things you had previously not done before. 

• You make excuses and reasons to justify behavior. (Especially blaming others) 

• You’ve come to tolerate and accept sins that used to bother you. 

II. Deal ruthlessly with it. 

• Nehemiah went after it. He did not see these things and turn around and go home. 

• In each case, he went after the problem with an energy that might startle us. 
8 I was greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9 I gave 
orders to purify the rooms, and then I put back into them the equipment of the house of God, 
with the grain offerings and the incense. 

• He threw the guy out. He tossed his stuff into the street. 
11 So I rebuked the officials and asked them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” Then I 
called them together and stationed them at their posts. 12 All Judah brought the tithes of grain, 
new wine and olive oil into the storerooms. 13 I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and 
a Levite named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms and made Hanan son of Zakkur, the son of 
Mattaniah, their assistant, because they were considered trustworthy. 

• He threw the guy out. He tossed his stuff into the street. 
15 Therefore I warned them against selling food on that day. 16 People from Tyre who lived in 
Jerusalem were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise and selling them in Jerusalem on 
the Sabbath to the people of Judah. 17 I rebuked the nobles of Judah and said to them, “What 
is this wicked thing you are doing – desecrating the Sabbath day? 18 Didn’t your ancestors do 
the same things, so that our God brought all this calamity on us and on this city? Now you are 
stirring up more wrath against Israel by desecrating the Sabbath.” 19 When evening shadows 
fell on the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered the doors to be shut and not 
opened until the Sabbath was over. I stationed some of my own men at the gates so that no 
load could be brought in on the Sabbath day. 20 Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all 
kinds of goods spent the night outside Jerusalem. 21 But I warned them and said, “Why do you 
spend the night by the wall? If you do this again, I will arrest you.” From that time on they no 
longer came on the Sabbath.  

• He basically declared martial law. 



25 I rebuked them and called curses down on them. I beat some of the men and pulled out their 
hair. I made them take an oath in God’s name and said: “You are not to give your daughters in 
marriage to their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in marriage for your sons or for 
yourselves. 26 Was it not because of marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? 
Among the many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made 
him king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women. 27 Must we hear now 
that you too are doing all this terrible wickedness and are being unfaithful to our God by 
marrying foreign women?” 28 One of the sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the high priest was son-
in-law to Sanballat the Horonite. And I drove him away from me. 

• Not behavior we would condone, but Nehemiah was not content. He called them out. 

• We have to deal ruthlessly with compromise. Jesus said the same thing. He said if your 
hand caused you to sin, cut it off. If your eye caused you to sin, gouge it out.  

• His point was this: if you don’t deal ruthlessly with the problem, it will have victory over you. 

• When you sense complacency. When begin to notice compromise. Deal with it. Hard. 

• Here was the main issue in all this. Their hearts were not changed. They had built the walls, 
done the group repentance thing. But the people had not allowed God to change their hearts 
and make them new people. 

• The last thing to do is seen in a little repeated phrase throughout this chapter. 
14 Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out what I have so faithfully done for the 
house of my God and its services. 
22 Then I commanded the Levites to purify themselves and go and guard the gates in order to 
keep the Sabbath day holy. Remember me for this also, my God, and show mercy to me 
according to your great love. 
31 I also made provision for contributions of wood at designated times, and for the firstfruits. 
Remember me with favor, my God. 

• If we want to keep ourselves from complacency and compromise, 

III. Keep your mission front and center. 

• Remember constantly why you are God’s and what he has for you. 

• What is your purpose? 

• Nehemiah never forgot why he was doing what he was doing. Everything he did was not for 
his own kingdom. His own desires. The entire story began Nehemiah letting God break his 
heart for his people.  

• He never forgot. My friends, when we get caught up in ourselves, our kingdom, our rights, 
our stuff and take our eyes off the bigger picture, we will end up in compromise or 
complacency. We need to keep the mission front and center. 

• This takes your eyes off of yourself and puts them on God. It puts them on others. It inspires 
you to keep moving. To stay on the path. 

• COMPLACENCY LEADS TO COMPROMISE. 

• Church, this is the way of death. 

• What’s great about this, is even though we are not told the long term results, it is clear that 
even though God’s people had messed up pretty badly, it did not disqualify them from 
serving God or having a good relationship with Him. 

• Our past doesn’t disqualify us. 

• Your current situation doesn’t keep you from renewing your walk with Jesus. 

• COMPLACENCY LEADS TO COMPROMISE. 

• Be alert to how this begins to creep into your life. 

• Deal with it ruthlessly. 

• Keep following God into his mission. 


