
• I learned over the years that life rarely goes according to script. And as we move from 
season to season, we can be left reflecting that it has not turned out the way we thought. 

• Think about your life right now. Does it reflect what you desired when you were 6? If you are 
over 20, does it match your goals as a teenager? If you are older, does your life now match 
what you wanted when you were in your thirties? Does your life meet all your expectation 
from 2 years ago? Last year? 

• If you’re like most people, reality rarely matches your dreams. Even when we are partially on 
our way there, or we are working towards it, there is a gap between where we used to be 
and where we are going. 

• It is that time, the gap, the break in the action where things are not turning out just like we 
expected, that I want to look at today. 

• We are stagnant in that job and have been for some time. 

• That sickness has lingered for months. We cannot seem to get past it and as soon as we 
move past one thing, another crops up. 

• That relationship that we thought was going to really take off seems to be going nowhere. 

• We tell ourselves that some time in the future it is going to be better. Some time in the future 
I am going to get more responsibility. Some time things will get better. Some time I will be 
able to do what I always dreamed of. Some time I will be able to move past this hurt. Some 
time I will be in a better place financially. 

 

• In our study of Joseph, he has reached the land of “some time.” The land of the pause. The 
valley. The time in between. The time between what he wished would be and what it was.  

• When we are here the time that seems to drag. All of us have been there, will be there or 
are there now with respect to something. 

• The land of some time can deal a devastating blow to our faith, squish it, or leave us stuck, 
angry and bitter OR that time can provide us with a chance to grow into something good, 
someone who is OK with what is and ready for what’s next. 

• How do we do that? BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME.” 
 

• If you have been with us the last two weeks, you remember Joseph’s story. How he went 
from being the favorite son to slave. How his brothers were so jealous they sold him to be a 
slave in Egypt. How he worked hard and just when things seemed to be rebounding, he got 
accused of a rape he did not commit. The writer of the story finished this last chapter: 

39:20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners 
were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed 
him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put 
Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was 
done there. 23 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the 
LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 

• The writer continues his story with a very significant phrase. One that we often read past 
quickly. But one that is repeated as the author is trying to point something out to us. 

• It starts in Chapter 40 of Genesis. 
40:1 Some time later,  

• This little prison episode is not a quick thing. Years and years have passed from when he 
was sold into slavery and this point in the story. We don’t know how much was in Potiphar’s 
household and how much was in prison, but it had been for some time. 

• Time passes. Months. Years. He might be in charge, but he is still in prison. I can imagine 
him sitting in his cell, hearing the sounds of another fight between prisoners, being thankful 
he at least has his own cell. 



• He has much time to think and to remember. Waves of emotion of missing his dad, even his 
brothers, washes over him time and again. He feels the years of his youth slipping away day 
after monotonous day. He is IN the “some time.” 

40:1 Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offended their master, 
the king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief 
baker, 3 and put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the same prison 
where Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he 
attended them.  

• This was something new. Not run of the mill prisoners. These were important men. Their 
coming to the prison probably caused a stir. It had maybe been a while since something 
worth talking about had happened. 

• They came to Joseph’s prison. Notice who puts Joseph in charge of them. The captain of 
the guard. Potiphar. He specifically assigned them to Joseph. Curious. Why? We don’t know 
for sure, but he obviously still trusted Joseph. I wonder if he thought about the accusation 
against Joseph. 

• It was so out of character of everything he knew about Joseph, I wonder if he knew that this 
was a miscarriage of justice. He couldn’t go against his wife. His hands were tied. I wonder . 
. . If it were true, it wouldn’t make Joseph’s time in prison any easier, it would make it more 
difficult. He knew he was innocent and so did others and it didn’t help him one bit. 

• The writer comes back to his theme. 
After they had been in custody for some time,  

• There is that phrase again. “Some time.” More time is passing. The months and years are 
slipping away. Nothing is changing. 

• What is the writer saying? What is so important about this? 

• BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME” because: 

I. What we do in the “some time” matters. 

• God is doing something in Joseph. God is shaping Joseph. God is working in Joseph. God 
sees Joseph and cares and has a plan. 

• He is molding him. Shaping him. Preparing him. Watch what happens. 
After they had been in custody for some time, 5 each of the two men – the cupbearer and the 
baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison – had a dream the same night, and 
each dream had a meaning of its own. 6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw 
that they were dejected. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his 
master’s house, “Why do you look so sad today?” 8 “We both had dreams,” they answered, “but 
there is no one to interpret them.” Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to 
God? Tell me your dreams.”  

• They proceeded to tell their dreams which we will come back to in a moment. 

• What we do when we are in the sometime matters. What should that be? 
 
A. Practice trust. 

• Joseph did not understand why things were the way they were. He wanted to be somewhere 
else. He was not content with his circumstances. Despite the lack of clarity about his 
situation, he still trusted God. How do we know? 

• When these two men had dreams, Look at Joseph’s response. 

• This is the response of someone who is connected to God. Someone who still believed God 
was in control. There is a faith there that has been challenged but not lost. 

• When nothing happened in Joseph’s circumstances, he could have given up. 



• When the sometime stretches out, it is easy to lose heart. Everything is taking longer than 
we thought and slower than we wished. God is inviting us to trust him. “I’ve got you.” 

• The middle of “some time” is where trust is solidified. How do we practice trust? 
 
B. Pay attention. 

• Don’t get your head down and lost in the “some time.” 

• Joseph was in tune enough with his surroundings that he noticed that these two men were 
depressed. They used to serve Pharaoh. Now they were in prison. Of course they were 
depressed.  

• There was something more going on and Joseph knew the men well enough to notice. And 
when he did notice, he engaged with them. 

• He might have been so mopey that he did not notice. Too consumed with his own problems. 

• Or he might have noticed but did not care to engage. He had his own problems. His own 
stuff. 

• It is very easy for me to get consumed with me. Things are tough and I stop volunteering. I 
stop serving. I quit being in a discipleship family. I stop listening to God’s voice that is trying 
to get my attention. We complain that God is absent and all the while he wants us to pay 
attention. He IS working. We simply need to pay attention. 

• Joseph’s head was up. He was caring for others. He was looking up. 

• If he never had asked these men about their long faces, he might have never left the prison 
because it was his actions next that determined everything. 

 
C. Act faithfully. 

• They told Joseph their dreams. The cupbearer dreamt of three clusters of grapes that he 
squeezed wine out of into Pharaoh’s cup. 

• Joseph told him that in 3 days he would be restored to his position. 

• He begged the man to remember him and put in a good word because he was unjustly in 
that dungeon. Pretty easy to be faithful, right? 

• The baker was so excited he told his story about 3 baskets of bread for Pharaoh and how 
birds came and ate them. 

• Joseph gave him the dream interpretation, which was not so good. In 3 days he would get 
beheaded, his body impaled on a pole and the birds would eat him. 

• I guarantee when he left one of those men desperately hoped Joseph was right and the 
other desperately hoped he was wrong. 

• You have to put yourself in the story here. That would have been an uncomfortable 
conversation. He could have kept quiet. He could have lied. 

• Joseph did not. BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME” 

• Joseph, just like with everything else, lived with faithfulness. 

II. Faithfulness precedes opportunity and responsibility. 

• Faithfulness is God’s measuring stick. It’s what he desires. Not results. Not outcomes. 
Faithfulness.  

• BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME.” What does it mean to be faithful? 
 
A. Faithfulness is living based on what’s important to God. 

• Joseph had a pattern of faithfulness. This is seen in things he DID do and in the things he 
DID NOT do. 

• Despite being a slave, he faithfully worked hard to serve Potiphar. From lowly slave to 
elevated slave, he worked faithfully. 



• He was faithful to not succumb to Potiphar’s wife’s temptations. 

• When he was thrown in jail unjustly, we worked faithfully to the best of his ability. 

• When he was put in charge of other prisoners, he did his best. He did not complain and 
pout. 

• In every case, he considered his actions from God’s point of view and adjusted accordingly. 

• When in doubt as to what to do, do what you know is important to God. 

• Serve others. Talk to God – pray. Consider how God is inviting you to grow. Be in 
relationship with others in God’s family. Forgive. Be generous. 

 
B. We must be faithful with little before we can be faithful with more. 

• This is a principle that many of you have heard. Jesus taught it. The one who is faithful with 
little will be faithful with much. 

• Joseph acted faithfully even when he was a slave at the bottom of the chain in Potiphar’s 
household. It did not matter if he was slave, head of slaves, in jail, head of the jail, he 
resolved to live faithfully. 

• God will never give you much until you have been faithful with little. 

• If I wouldn’t serve with children, why would he give me a place of prominence? 

• If I’m not humbly submitting in one area, why would he give me leadership roles? 

• If I won’t resolve relational problems with one person, I probably won’t with another. 

• If I can’t be generous with the money I have now, I am unlikely to be generous with more. 

• It was Joseph’s faithfulness with all that was in front of him that prepared him for the 
enormous step up that was going to happen. 

 
C. Be faithful even when the results are uncertain. 

• He was faithful to his duties in a place where there was no recognition, no apparent future, 
no hope and no path forward. In fact, from a purely circumstantial viewpoint, his faithfulness 
kept dragging him further downwards. 

• Sometimes faithfulness to God and his word sets us on a course where circumstances get 
worse, not better. Faith in God's future grace for us is what sustains us in those desperate 
moments. This is why we practice trust. 

• We are to be faithful not because of what might happen, but because it is what God desires 
from us. 

• Don’t get so worried about the end result of whatever “lesson” God might be teaching you 
that you don’t fully engage in being faithful in the here and now. 

• What happened next could have crushed Joseph. 
20 Now the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and he gave a feast for all his officials. He lifted 
up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the chief baker in the presence of his officials: 21 He 
restored the chief cupbearer to his position, so that he once again put the cup into Pharaoh’s 
hand – 22 but he impaled the chief baker, just as Joseph had said to them in his interpretation. 
23 The chief cupbearer, however, did not remember Joseph; he forgot him. 

• And to drive the point home, the writer begins the next chapter with these words: 
41:1 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: 

• He had already suffered through some time. He had already been faithful. He finally saw an 
opportunity to perhaps get out of his situation and not be in prison. 

• He had done everything God had asked. He had been faithful. 

• And now he languished a forgotten man. Asked to do the same things for a long, long time. 

• Don’t miss the opportunities immediately in front of you because you want the “big” one. 

• Don’t ignore the responsibilities you have now because you want more of them. 

• BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME.” 



III. We can be faithful because God is with us. 

• Joseph wanted out of the prison. I am sure he pictured being able to go serve in a better 
situation – maybe more like he originally had with Potiphar. In his wildest dreams he 
perhaps thought about being a free man. 

• Yet in the middle of his “sometime”, he trusted God. He knew God was with him. He knew 
God had a plan. 

• As it turns out, God’s plan, God’s opportunity, was so much bigger and grander than 
anything Joseph could have ever expected. 

• God’s plans may surprise you. 

• You do not know how things will turn out. You do not know how the sometime you are in will 
end up. It might surprise you. 

• That surprise might be amazing, but only when we are faithful in that sometime. 

• We never walk through the sometime alone.  

• BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME.” 

• God is at work. He is with you. 
 

• There is a quote that I keep in my phone. 
“God is not in the ‘mess up your life’ business but he is in the “mess with your life’ business. He 
loves you too much not to.” (John Stumbo) 

• In the biblical account it's tempting to only see Joseph's heroic character and achievements. 
But God does not want us to miss the largely silent, desperate years Joseph endured. 
Imagine the pain of his brothers' betrayal, the separation from his father, the horror of 
slavery, the seduction and false accusation by Potiphar's wife, and the desperation he felt as 
his youth passed away in prison. 

• Yet in the middle of the sometime, Joseph remained faithful and Christ’s call to us is to do 
the same. 

• It your life exactly where you thought it would be? Where you want it to be? Maybe it is in 
some areas. Maybe God has exceeded your expectations in parts of your life. 

• Maybe there are others where you feel like you are living in the sometime. 

• What we do in the sometime matters. Trust God. Keep your head and eyes up and pay 
attention. Act faithfully to what you know and where you are, because faithfulness precedes 
opportunity and responsibility. 

• You can live this way because God is with you. Jesus was faithful to God’s plan. He trusted 
God and came to earth. He paid attention to everything God put in front of him. He paid 
attention. He was faithful to everything God asked of him, even to the point of death. 

• So now, Jesus is risen. He has a name above every other name. It is because of his 
faithfulness that we can walk alongside him in faithfulness as well. 

BE FAITHFUL IN THE “SOME TIME.” 

• Your sometime is not the end of your story. The writer finishes this section of Joseph’s story 
by saying: 

41:1 When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: 

• The stage is set. The next part of God’s plan is about to unfold. Come back as we unpack 
the drama of the opportunity that God presents next. 

 
 


