
• When I was growing up, at around 4 years old, my parents moved from the big city, where 
they had been planting a church, through the Rocky Mountains over 600 miles away to take 
over my grandfather’s farm. 

• It was not what you might picture a farm – it was a chicken farm. We did not have cows nor 
did we grow wheat or corn, but instead, raised chickens, about 14,000 of them at a time, in 5 
barns. 

• It was only for a couple of years, but I have some strong memories of that time. 

• You would get a shipment of these thousands of chickens – little fuzzy chicks. They were 
tiny and you could hold them in your hands. 

• Over the next 8-10 weeks they would be cared for. Heat if it was winter months. Air and 
ventilation in the summer. Making sure they all got fed. Watching to make sure they were 
healthy. Taking care of pest and vermin. Keeping them safe from outside predators. 

• Then, when they were fully grown, one night men would come in with their big trucks to take 
the chickens. You can’t herd chickens, so they would change out the lights to red lights 
because the chickens didn’t see well in that light but the men could. In one night, they would 
catch all 14,000 of those chickens and load them in trucks, heading for tables all over the 
place. 

• They would always miss 5-6 chickens that someone escaped their fate by hiding in a corner 
somewhere. Those chickens were rewarded by ending up on our table! 

• It was time and hard work to ensure those chickens grew from small to adult, to fulfill their 
purpose. 

 

• We are starting a new 5-week teaching series called “Preparing for Opportunity.” 

• It is a study of the life of Joseph (not Mary and Joseph, but Jacob’s Joseph) from the last 14 
chapters of Genesis. 

• Not only is it simply a fascinating story of family, betrayal and redemption, but it is a great 
lesson in how God desires to prepare us for what lies in front of us, and how do we 
cooperate with him to be ready for whatever comes. 

• It is very easy to get stuck where we are. To miss out on what God has planned. To not fully 
engage in what he is doing. 

• I have met many people who missed opportunities. 

• Relationship opportunities. 

• Job opportunities. 

• Ministry opportunities. 

• Personal growth opportunities. 

• Opportunities to impact the people and world around them. 

• They said no. They were not prepared. They were too busy.  

• Some people I have talked to knew they missed it. It’s painful to hear the stories. But for 
many of us, we miss these opportunities and we didn’t even know we missed it. 

 

• For the next 5 weeks, I want to walk through Joseph’s life. To see what God was doing and 
how Joseph responded. In the process, we will glean some principles of how we can live 
lives that are constantly alert for and engaged in the process of preparing for the 
opportunities that come. 

• For us, the end goal is not to be harvested for someone’s table, but rather the opportunity to 
be a blessing to others and be ourselves blessed by God 
 
 



• Joseph’s father was Jacob. God had picked Abraham and told him he would be the father of 
a special nation. He was the father of Isaac and Isaac was the father of Jacob. 

• Jacob had 12 sons, one of which was Joseph. There came a point where there was a 
severe famine. 

• It was so severe and lasted so long that people were starving to death. 

• All of God’s promises seems pointless if the entire family couldn’t survive. 

• Yet Jacob heard stories that there was food in Egypt. An abundance of food. The only place 
in the entire region with food. 

• He sent 10 of his sons to go buy food in Egypt and bring it home so they would not starve to 
death. 

• The brothers got there, and they ended up having to buy their food from their long-forgotten 
brother Joseph, whom they had sold into slavery, assumed was dead and now was in a 
position to doom or save them. It is an utterly fascinating story which we will examine in the 
weeks ahead, but the end of the story is that Joseph was the one that saved the entire 
family from starvation and set the stage for the start of an entire nation. 

• How did this happen? How did it work out? How did Joseph rise from slave to ruler? How did 
he not have revenge on his mind when he saw his brothers again? There were so many 
opportunities for it all to go wrong – why didn’t it? 

• Joseph’s success when opportunity came his way wasn’t by accident. It happened because 
of how he prepared for what might happen. 

 

• The result that guaranteed the survival of the Jewish people started 50 years earlier. 

• We need to do a little family history to get the full implications of the story. 

• Jacob met and fell in love with a woman named Rachel. He worked for her father Laban for 
7 years for the right to marry her. 

• When the time came, Laban tricked Jacob into married the older sister Leah first. After that 
he gave him Rachel in return for working another 7 years. 

• Jacob ended up with two wives, of which he loved Rachel more. But it was Leah who began 
to have children – sons. 

• She had Rueben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah. Thought Jacob would love her more because of 
this. 

• Rachel was jealous and angry, so gave Bilhah who had Dan and Naphtali. 

• Leah saw this and since she wasn’t having kids any more, she gave Zilpah who had Gad 
and Asher. 

• Then Lead had two more, Issachar and Zebulun. 

• Then, at long last, when Jacob was around 90 years old, Rachel has a son of her own, 
named Joseph. The 11th child. 

• Because of all this, Joseph was his dad’s favorite. Everyone knew he was dad’s favorite. 
The brothers watched it. 

• When they finally left the area where Jacob had been working for 20 years, they met Esau 
his brother who had sworn to kill him. Put Joseph last. You don’t forget something like that. 

• The whole family came to new land (where Joseph’s younger brother Benjamin was born) 
where they lived for another 10 years and this is where we pick up the story. 

Genesis 37:1 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 2 This is 
the account of Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks 
with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought 
their father a bad report about them.  

• He is the youngest of all the sons, with the exception of Benjamin, who was about 10 years 
younger. His mother died giving birth to Benjamin, so he did not have a mother. 



• If there is one thing guaranteed to make your siblings hate you, is to be a snitch. Joseph 
evidently told his father about his brothers and the things they were doing. 

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in 
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. 4 When his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.  

• Not only was he a snitch, he was daddy’s favorite. 

• The favorite gets special treatment, better stuff, more leniency, and are protected. 

• They hated Joseph. They were never nice. They despised him. Joseph did not help his own 
cause either. 

5 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 6 He 
said to them, “Listen to this dream I had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field 
when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and 
bowed down to it.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually 
rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.  

• Consider this. He was the favorite. They knew it. He knew it. Yet he decided it was a smart 
(maybe smart-alek) move to tell them he dreamt that they were going to bow down to him. 
Twice! 

9 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another 
dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 When 
he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream 
you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground 
before you?” 11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.  

• This is not a good family dynamic. Things are not going well.  

• Around this time, the brothers were off tending the sheep, and Jacob sends Joseph to check 
up on them. 

17 So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 18 But they saw him in the 
distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. 19 “Here comes that dreamer!” 
they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns 
and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 21 
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he 
said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a 
hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. 23 So 
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe – the ornate robe he was 
wearing – 24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there 
was no water in it. 

• Quite a change for Joseph. But the changes were not done. 

• Rueben apparently had left for a bit, and while he was gone, the brothers saw a caravan 
heading to Egypt. They sold him. 

25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way 
to take them down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our 
brother and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands 
on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers agreed. 28 So when 
the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him 
for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 

• They got rid of their brother. They didn’t kill him. They each made a little bit of money. 

• They took the robe, tore it, scuffed it up a bit, dipped it in some blood and brought it home 
for dad saying they found it and let him draw his own conclusions. He was utterly distraught. 

• The entire chapter ends this way. 



36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the 
captain of the guard. 

• The dreamer was gone. His dreams were dead. He might as well have been dead himself. 

• He was probably distraught. His life had been turned upside down. He did not see any way 
out of this.  

• This was simply the first step in God’s process for preparing Joseph for something much 
bigger. He couldn’t see it. But how he responded to what God was doing would determine 
the entire course of his life from then on. 

• TODAY IS THE GREENHOUSE FOR TOMORROW. 

I. The way it is now is not how it always will be. 

• My current circumstances are not perpetual. If we want to prepare for opportunity, we must 
remind ourselves of this. 

• Joseph went from: 

• Favored son � slave 

• Having the best stuff � having nothing 

• Surrounded by family � utterly alone 

• Looking forward to a good future � a hopeless life. 

• When he was the favored son, he could not see it any other way. When he was a slave in 
Egypt, he probably couldn’t see if working out any other way. Neither was the final answer. 

• Intuitively, we know this truth, but as life goes on, we don’t see it. 

• When things are bad, we can’t see how they will ever get better. (My marriage will never be 
what I want. I will never be out of debt. I will always be depressed and anxious. I will always 
be in this lousy job.) 

• When things are good and we hope that they will always stay that way. (We expect that the 
raises will continue. That the kids will only get better. That our good health will continue. 
That the honeymoon period will never stop.) 

• Our situation will change. When things are bad, this gives a different perspective. We can 
look past the now to the idea of a bigger plan. It raises our eyes. When things are good, we 
can enjoy it thoroughly without worrying that something might happen or strive to hold onto 
it. 

• What can we do to remember this? 

• Make plans but hold them loosely. Plans are good and important, but we cannot cling to 
them so tightly that we cannot change or adapt. 

• TODAY IS THE GREENHOUSE FOR TOMORROW, because: 

II. God is working whether you see it or not. 

• Most of us live with a general impatience. We want our circumstances to change quickly. 

• We want God to move things along. We want to learn our lessons quickly. To get through 
each season of life in a hurry. 

• God almost always works more slowly than we would because he is interested in building 
something that will endure. 

• To help us, God often gives us a vision of the future before we are ready to walk in it. 

• God was already at work. He gave Joseph dreams that would not come to fruition for over 
20 years. Joseph probably figured he was ready for it to happen now. 

• He wasn’t. God had work to do.  

• Joseph thought he was all that. He was the favorite. Dad was always doting on him. He was 
not ready to lead anything! He could not even get the respect of his own family.  



• God is working. Always. You can fight against it or go with it. One tires you out and gets you 
nowhere. The other takes you quickly where you need to go. [LIKE SWIMMING IN A RIVER] 

• Check your assumptions. We can quickly think we know what is going on and what God is 
doing and what others are thinking and how it will all play out. We’re not that smart. Don’t 
jump to premature conclusions. When you find yourself thinking that you have it all figured 
out, check it. With someone if possible. 

• Pay more attention to process than expected outcomes. 

• We typically get this in reverse. But growth and preparation comes in the process. The 
outcome is simply that – the outcome. 

• TODAY IS THE GREENHOUSE FOR TOMORROW. 

III. Current actions always have future consequences. 

• There are ramifications to every decision. Sometimes immediate. Sometimes delayed. 

• Joseph experienced the results of his favored status. Of his pride. He wore his coat even 
when going to see his brothers. 

• He lorded his position over them. He flaunted his favored position. 

• Those actions eventually caught up with him. 

• This is not a negative truth. It’s neutral. It is true in both directions. For there are some 
decisions that Joseph made, good ones, that stood him in good stead in the years that 
followed. 

• Make present decisions with the future in mind. Is what I am deciding to do now lining up 
with not simply God’s plans for my life, but MY plan for my life, for what I know I ultimately 
desire. 

• The decisions you make today will impact how prepared you are for what lies ahead. 
 

• TODAY IS THE GREENHOUSE FOR TOMORROW. 

• Most of us want our lives to have an upward trajectory. 

• In our relationships, as servants of God, in our jobs, how we impact our kids and the world. 

• There are opportunities in your future. Opportunities for exactly those things. God has plans 
for you, good plans, plans that will allow you to make a difference.  

• He is preparing you for this. TODAY IS THE GREENHOUSE FOR TOMORROW. 

• We can fight against it or go with it. It is our choice. 
 

• On a hazy, lazy Sunday Hawaiian morning in December of 1941, Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbor. There was devastation, thousands of lives lost, ships sunk. 

• If you read the history, you will read things like, “We weren’t ready”, “We never expected it”, 
“It was a complete surprise.” 

• George Washington once said that “to be prepared for war is one of the most effectual 
means of preserving peace.” 

• TODAY IS AN THE GREENHOUSE FOR TOMORROW. 

• Remember that the way it is now is not how it always will be, so make plans but hold them 
loosely. 

• Trust that God is working whether you see it or not, so pay attention to the process, check 
your assumptions. 

• Know that every decision you make today has future ramifications. 

 


