
 We are in our last week in our discussion of freedom. 
 We have been talking about this topic of freedom because, let’s be honest, many of us don’t 

feel entirely free. 
 We follow Jesus. We are in his family. Our eternity is assured. Yet we can easily feel caught 

up or trapped, stuck doing what we have always done. 
 We learned that we are designed for freedom, but that freedom comes from seeing 

ourselves as God does and then letting this flow into doing life God’s way. 
 This can lead to freedom from the tyranny of the urgent in our schedules. 
 It leads us to relational freedom, to love, serve and lead. 
 [PAUSE] So what about money? 
 In a 2015 Gallop poll 4 of the top 6 worries of people were money related. 
 Couples fight about money more than any single other thing. 
 Did you know the average credit card debt in NJ is $6,013? 
 Average credit card debt for those that don’t pay their cards off is over $16,000! 
 Households with the lowest net worth (zero or negative) hold an average of $10,308 in credit 

card debt 
 40 million Americans have student debt totaling $1.2 trillion. 
 More than half of Americans spend all of their income or more than all of it. 
 
 How do we find freedom when it comes to money? It helps if we can describe what it looks 

like to NOT be free with regards to money. It is characterized by: 
 Worry and anxiety – are we going to have enough? 
 Defensiveness – about what we spend and how. Don’t want to listen to others talk about it. 
 Discontentment – want something better and nicer 
 Bitterness over current situation – related to discontentment. Anger about my situation. 
 Emotional attachment – rely on it to feel better. Dreaming constantly of having more. 
 Drivenness to work harder and harder – more hours, better job. Prove we are worth it. 
 Inability to relax – control. Obsessive over spending. Saving. Always thinking about it. 
 Guilt or shame – especially when someone asks for help or worse, when we need help. 
 
 I was taught to save, to tithe, how to balance a checkbook, to use credit, etc. 
 I learned and practiced skills that I firmly believe have helped me along the way. 
 This morning is not primarily about teaching a bunch of skills (although they are important). 

It is about freedom. 
 Trusting that you will have what you need. 
 Contentment with that I have. 
 Able to consider my situation without anger or bitterness. 
 Money is a tool, not a means to feel better. 
 I can work hard but relax with just as much energy, with no guilt or shame. 
 More money in itself will NOT bring you freedom. It might help in some ways, but not with 

freedom.  
 Just like we learned with finding freedom with time or relationships, this is a spiritual issue, 

not a money issue. 
 Freedom comes from doing life God’s way. Nowhere is this more true than with our money 

and stuff. 
 

 If you read through the book of Proverbs (which is the book we are using for this series), you 
will notice that there are many, many observations about money and stuff. More than time. 
More than relationships. 



 In these observations, we can see how to find freedom with our money. The freedom that 
Jesus talked about. The freedom that we read about throughout Scriptures. 

 I submit to you that there are two key elements to finding freedom. 
 The first is in how you see your stuff. The second is in what you do with that. 

I. Decide who owns your stuff. 
 Who ultimately decides what you get and how you get to use it?  
 If you are like me, you have answered this question intellectually (it’s all from God). Yet often 

my actions show what I say is not what I really believe. I say it’s all God’s, but I live like it’s 
mine. 

 Until you settle this question, you cannot find freedom. 
 How do you know?  
 How do you decide what to do with all of it? Will you lend or share your stuff? Do you feel 

like you have a right to what you’ve earned? Are your needs the primary determiner of what 
you do? Are you resentful of some aspect of your finances? Do you worry about it? Do you 
find yourself jealous, envious or proud? 

 "Money is a very excellent servant, but a terrible master." (P.T. Barnum) 
 For many of us, we talk like it’s God’s, but we live like it’s ours, and the outcome of that is 

that our money owns us. 
 The key issue here is TRUST. Where your trust is will determine how you answer this 

question. 
 We might look to our stuff for security. 
 What makes me feel safe. What makes me OK is when I have enough coming in. Enough 

saved. My 401(k) is growing. 
 I might see my stuff is how I find significance. 
 What I drive, what my house is like, what I wear, etc. 
 It might be that this is how I find satisfaction. 
 It allows me to do what I enjoy. Shopping makes me feel better. I get a high from being able 

to buy those things. 
11:28 Those who trust in their riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf. 
21:17 Whoever loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and olive oil will never be 
rich. 
 The issue of freedom is about ownership and trust. If I need all these things to feel secure, 

accepted, significant, then I will constantly driven to get more. Own more. Experience more. 
 But what if I really acted like God owned it all. More importantly, what if I acted like God not 

only owned it all, but was a good God who was not out to take away the good things I like. 
10:3 The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry, but he thwarts the craving of the wicked. 
 I might say that God owns everything, but as long as I don’t believe that he is good, I will 

need some for me. 
 Do I believe he has it all and is watching out for me? 
23:4 Do not wear yourself out to get rich; do not trust your own cleverness. 5 Cast but a glance 
at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. 
 That’s terrifying if I have to make it all happen. It is not if it is God’s. 
 Where I put my trust then answers the question what I do with what I have. 
 The key word here is CONTROL. 
 What you do with money is a result of what you believe about whose it is. Your decisions 

with money are the product of what you think about God and how you believe he sees you. 
 I can only use my money with integrity when I don’t have to be in control. 



10:9 Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but whoever takes crooked paths will be found 
out. 
 If I take money under the table because I don’t want to pay taxes on it, this is a result of 

what I believe about God. 
 If I cut corners and am dishonest, it’s because of how I see who owns my money. 
 My generosity has nothing to do with my current financial income. It has everything to do 

with who owns what I have. 
 But what do I DO with what I have? 
 God might own it, but I’m the one living here. There are still bills to pay, mortgages to 

finances, cars to run, not to mention the things I just would like because I enjoy them. 
 What do I do? 

II. Practice advanced decision making. 
 You are all living according to a spending plan. 
 “I made my money the old-fashioned way. I was very nice to a wealthy relative right before 

he died.” (Malcolm Forbes) 
 Even if you don’t have that option, you are living to a plan. Just because you aren’t detailed 

or have it written down changes nothing. You have a plan. Everyone has a plan. 
 The problem is that most plans are reactive. There is no advanced decision making 

involved. 
 Here is the most popular plan, accounting for the vast majority of people in our country. 
 Part 1: Live. I just gotta pay the bills. I’m not entirely sure what they all are or when they 

come in, but I have to pay them. We go out for dinner once in a while. The house needs 
upgrading. I know we’d like to spend a week at the shore this summer. School costs are in 
the fall. The car is getting old. There is that wedding / anniversary / birthday coming up. 

 Part 2: Save. If I can. If there is something left over I might put it into a savings account. 
Perhaps I will put some of my paycheck into a 401(k). I will try to put a little aside for a rainy 
day.  

 Part 3: Give. If there is anything left over from the left over. When I am in the moment, when 
there is a need, when there is an offering, when the girl guides are selling cookies, when I 
see that friend or co-worker’s need, if I have something, I’ll help out. 

 It’s how most American’s live to some degree. Live. Save if I can. Give from what’s left. 
 Might I suggest there is a better plan? One that reflect God’s ownership and my trust in him. 

A. Give. 
 They decide to live generously because God owns it all, it’s his and they want to honor him. 
3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will 
be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
 First fruits. From the top. Decide that giving to God comes first. Make the decision in 

advance that from every dollar God gives you, the first thing you do is give some to him. 
 When we decide we are the owners of our stuff, then any giving is more difficult. When we 

do, it is a magnanimous gesture from us. When things are tight, this goes first.  
3:27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. 
19:17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward them for what they 
have done. 
21:13 Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor will also cry out and not be answered. 
22:9 The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor. 
 Learn to be generous. Start by giving to God. It sets everything else up. It, above everything 

else, answers the question of who you have decided owns your stuff. 



 How do we do this? 
 Start giving with your local church. God works through it. He makes disciples this way. If you 

don’t believe enough in your local church to put money there, then go somewhere we you 
can. 

 Then pay attention to what breaks your heart. What does God want you to do there? 
 Decide this ahead of time. Before any money comes in. 
 Then practice generosity ON TOP of this. 

B. Save. 
 Some money experts call this paying yourself.  
 Saving never happens accidentally. It requires advanced decision making. 
3:6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7 It has no commander, no 
overseer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. 
14:11 Dishonest money dwindles away, but whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow. 
 Savings is what most people wish they had, but find it difficult to get. 
 A couple of things might help here. 
 There is a huge different between spending and saving. In one case the money flows out, in 

the other, it flows in. Spending NEVER saves you money. 
 Learn to grow your rate of spending more slowly than your rate of income increases. If you 

get a raise, don’t spend that amount more. Grow the gap. If your income shrinks, spend 
less.  

C. Live on the rest. 
 Whatever is left, that is what you have to live on. 
14:30 A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. 
 The contrast here is a heart at peace, a heart free, and someone who is unhappy with what 

they have or their standard of living. Someone who is envious of what someone has or 
does. 

 This is where the rub comes. If I did it this way, I wouldn’t be able to live the way I’m living 
on the rest. Precisely. 

 Your options are to spend less OR go into debt. 
 Nothing kills freedom with money faster than debt. 
6:1 My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have shaken hands in pledge 
for a stranger, 2 you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your 
mouth. 
22:26 Do not be one who shakes hands in pledge or puts up security for debts; 27 if you lack 
the means to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you. 
 Let me give you the spiritual definition of debt: Debt is telling God that his current level of 

provision for your life is not enough and then arranging how to get more for yourself. 
 God’s got your equation wrong. I’m going to provide for myself what you won’t. 
 Here’s the problem: 
22:7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender. 
 The borrower is a slave to the lender. It’s a warning, not a prohibition. It is well placed debt. 

Do it the least amount you can and pay it off as fast as you can. 
 If it is all God’s stuff and he will give me what I need, then I can be content. 
  

 
 Jesus said freedom with money has everything to do with your trust. Which is your master. It 

is either God or your money. It cannot be both. 



 Let me share two more proverbs that help bring perspective. 
11:4 Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. 
 When you die, everything you have earned or bought is worthless. 
 So are you going to play an ongoing tug of war with God over your money? Of living a life of 

striving, worry and discontentment instead of joy and trust. 
 A story is told where a businessman had an angel visit him who promised to grant him one 

request. He asked for a copy of “The Wall Street Journal” one year in the future. As he was 
studying the stock prices and gloating over the killing he would make through his view into 
the future, his eye glanced across the page to the obituaries, where he saw his own name. 
Suddenly, that financial killing lost its significance. 
 

 Freedom comes from doing life God’s way. From seeing him as he is. From understanding 
how he sees us. He loves us and is our provider. 

 Will you decide that it is mine? Will you begin to practice advance decision making with it? 
 Be generous with my work and my kingdom first 
 Prepare for things that lie ahead by saving for it. 
 Live on the rest. 
30:7 “Two things I ask of you, LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep falsehood and lies 
far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9 Otherwise, I 
may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or I may become poor and 
steal, and so dishonor the name of my God. 

 
 There is good news here. 
 Jesus says, “People matter more than anything else in this world.” 
 I proved it by giving up everything I had and even my very life to provide for you. If I would 

do all that to ensure a relationship with God was possible, to allow you to be forgiven, to find 
life and freedom, will you trust me with your money? 

 Some of us have deep defensiveness or guilt or shame with regards to money. Whether it’s 
past decisions, current situations, whatever.  

 Remember, your identity is set. There is no guilt or shame because of what Jesus did. So 
find someone who knows more than you about money and be accountable to them. 

 If you need help, get it. 
 You can find freedom. 


