
 We are almost at the end of our Lessons from the Desert series. 

 The underlying principle, the truth, that sets up this entire series is this: The Desert is Fertile 
Ground for Transformation. It is in those desperate places, those times of in-between, those 
tough times, that we can be transformed.  

 Either towards something great, amazing and God-designed OR away from God in 
disillusionment, bitterness or anger. We can go through the desert and come out the other 
side in a better place, but only if we choose to. 

 Up until now, we have examined the dangers of a complaining heart, the danger of walking 
alone, and how to lament, to properly bring our desert experience to God. 

 Today I want to discuss something that most of us belief intellectually but often find 
ourselves not believing in practice when we are in the middle of the desert. 

 

 One of the problems of the desert is that we often feel like we have to fend for ourselves. 

 The very nature of the desert is desperation. We must do what we have to do to survive. 

 It is easy to feel beat up, desolate and impoverished. 

 In that daily grind of caring for an elderly parent or mentally challenged child. 

 In that ongoing battle to have enough to pay for the next bill. 

 In that passionate desire to have children that seems to be far away no matter what we try. 

 In that battle with that sickness that has dragged on seemingly forever. 

 In that depression that never seems to fully lift. 

 Doubts creep in. We know God loves us, but does he really? What’s wrong with me? What 
did I do? Why am I so hopeless? Why is God doing this? What does he really think of me? 
He must not care, he must not think much of me. 

 These are natural questions, but they can be devastating. 
 

 What if God loves to provide? 

 What if God loves to remind you that you are not alone? 

 What if we have a God who treasures us, adores us and wants us to be whole? 

 What if God feels our fatigue, sees our desert, and is actually concerned about us? 

 What if God loves providing exactly what we need and exactly the right moment? 

 What if seeing and providing is simply what he does? 

 I wonder what would change? 

Illumination 

 Let’s return to the Israelites who wandered in the desert. 

 Their desert experience happened between leaving Egypt, where they were slaves, and 
arriving in the Promised Land where they would receive all the blessings God had promised 
them. 

 They experienced God’s miraculous presence in provision in ways that most people in the 
history of the world have never seen. Yet they continually struggled to trust that God was 
there and that he cared. Their circumstances were too often their measuring stick for what 
they thought about God and how they would respond. 

 What was common throughout all their experiences is this truth. 

 GOD IS THE GOD WHO SEES. 

 It all began when the Israelites were slaves in Egypt. Their life was miserable. They were 
already in an emotional desert even while they were still in Egypt. 

 God picks Moses and appears to him in a burning bush so commission him to deliver his 
people from Egypt. 



Exodus 3:7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  

 They had not gone unnoticed. Their suffering had not slipped through the heavenly cracks. 

 He had seen. And he cared about it. 

 As I thought about it this week, this word “care” just doesn’t seem sufficient to describe this. 

 As long as we think of God as one who sees from a far and intellectually cares, our desert 
will be just a bit more difficult. 

I. I am the God who feels. 

 God gets your situation. 
Exodus 3:7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering.  

 His concern is deep. He feels with them. He experiences with them. The depths of their pain 
and suffering are his pain and suffering. 

 Our logic is that if God really felt the way I do, he would do something about it. When I hurt 
with someone, I would do whatever I could do to help them. I don’t want them to hurt. 

 If God really got me and since he is God, he can do whatever is needed. 

 I have a clear picture often of what that should look like. If he is not doing it, there must be 
some other reason. 

 What is wrong with me? 

 What is wrong with God? 

 So over and over, God asks this question of the Israelites. Will you trust me? 

 I AM THE GOD WHO SEES. 

 I get you, I feel with you, and I am not ignoring you. In fact, I am going to be active in your 
desert journey. He is active in our desert journey. 

II. I am the God who protects. 

 The Israelites journey in the desert is a list of amazing protection experiences. 

 The first occurs immediately after they came out of Egypt. Pharaoh changes his mind and 
pursues them with all of his army. He is out to kill them all or kill many and capture the rest. 

 The people, understandably, panic. 
Exodus 14:11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 
Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 13 Moses answered the people, 
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. 
The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you; you need 
only to be still.” . . .  

 You know what happened. God parted the water. Led them through. Killed the Egyptian 
army. 

 What caught my attention this week was the last words of v14. “You need only be still.” 

 Let me care for you. Don’t try and fix it. You can’t. I can. I can protect you. Just watch. 

 The end of the chapter, we see the result of God’s protection. 
31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, 
the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

 Oh, I wish that trust had lasted. Unfortunately, in their desert experiences, they quickly 
forgot that God was on their side. 



 He provided for their protection when the Amalekites attacked them. They defeated them, 
despite their lack of experience with warfare. 

 When Moab wanted to curse them using Balaam, God protected the Israelites even when 
they did not see what God was doing. 

 God is in the business of protecting. Sometimes we see it. Many more times we will not 
even be aware of it. He is on your side. He is for you. He does not think bad thoughts about 
you.  

 I AM THE GOD WHO SEES. I am the God who feels. I am the God who protects. 

III. I am the God who provides. 

 God not only protected the Israelites, he provided for them. 

 Let’s review just a few. 

 First, they came to Marah and the waters were bitter and God healed the waters. He threw 
wood in and the water became drinkable. 

 Then they needed food and God provided manna. Bread from heaven. Every day. 

 Then he provided water from a rock. Sustenance from nothing. 

 Then the people complained about the manna. They wanted meat. When Moses came to 
God, his response is telling. 

Numbers 11:18 “Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you 
will eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were 
better off in Egypt!” Now the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19 You will not eat it 
for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20 but for a whole month – until it 
comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it – because you have rejected the LORD, who is 
among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?” ’ ” 21 But 
Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give them 
meat to eat for a whole month!’ 22 Would they have enough if flocks and herds were 
slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them?” 
23 The LORD answered Moses, “Is the LORD’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not 
what I say will come true for you.” 

 You doubt me. You are doubting my power. You are doubting my ability and desire to supply 
what is needed. You don’t think I can or will provide. You doubt my presence and you are 
preferring another reality. 

 The account tells us what happens next. God drives in quail from the sea on a strong 
breeze. They covered the ground. A couple of feet deep for a full days walk in every 
direction. It wasn’t just enough, it was an abundance. It was more than enough. 

 Notice, God had not suddenly taken them to the Promised Land. They were still in the 
desert. But he provided. 

 It looks different in every context. 

 That timely email or text of encouragement. 

 The well-timed sermon or reading that brings clarity to our situation. 

 The friend who sits down and asks how we are doing. 

 The unexpected small bonus at work that helps us get through the season. 

 Comfort. Encouragement. Finances. Relationship. Help. Assistance. Peace. Hope. 

 Providing is simply what he does. 

 Every time he provided for the Israelites, he had a greater purpose. Each time he invited 
them to listen to him. Follow his instructions. Trust him. Look to him. Seek his presence. 

 We are told that even in the midst of eating the, God punished the nation with a plague that 
killed some of them. They continually doubted God’s provision. 

 They were doubting his power and ability. 



 More importantly, they were questioning his character. Who he was. His very nature.  

 You cannot trust someone who you question. 

 I AM THE GOD WHO SEES. I am the God who feels. I am the God who protects. I am the 
God who provides. 

IV. I am the God who guides. 

 In addition to everything else, God guided them. 
Exodus 13:21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their 
way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or 
night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the 
people. 

 This became a defining mark for the nation. Later, when God is angry with the nation and 
Moses is interceding for them, he pleads God that one of the marks to the nations around 
them that God was with them was how he guided them. 

Numbers 14:14 And they will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They have already heard 
that you, LORD, are with these people and that you, LORD, have been seen face to face, that 
your cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night.  

 What’s interesting is the route by which he led them. It was winding. It was not direct. He did 
not take them directly to the Promised Land. You would think that he would take them 
directly across the desert to where they needed to go. 

 Yet God seemed to take them in weird directions. He seemed to delay in strange places. He 
took his time when they wanted him to hurry. Yet the whole time, he was guiding them. 

 He physically led them where they were to go. He also knew that they needed to be guided 
into how to live and how to know him and to grow in dependence and trust. 

 He also taught them how to live. He gave them laws and directions. 

 He instructed them the way to live as a nation. 

 He taught them about what was best. 

 God is teaching and leading. He is the God who guides. 

 When we are in the desert, it doesn’t mean that God made a mistake. He did not stop 
leading. He is guiding. He is inviting our trust. He is asking us to follow. 
 

 I AM THE GOD WHO SEES. I am the God who feels. I am the God who protects. I am the 
God who provides. I am the God who guides. 

 This is not an issue of knowledge. 

 The Israelites knew their history. They knew their story. They knew how God had provided 
for and led Abraham. They knew how God had directed the events before them. They had 
benefited from God’s provision. 

 They experienced him as the God who sees, but somehow they could not hold onto the truth 
of God’s identity, as the one who sees, loves, is concerned and provides. 

 When you are in the desert, what do you believe? 

 Do you believe he sees and cares? That he is right beside you? That he feels and weeps 
with you? That he understands your loneliness, your fatigue, your frustration, your 
impatience, your deepest heart’s desires?  

 You believe that he is in your corner? That he is protecting you and looking out for your best 
interests? That there are things you see and don’t see that he controls? That he sees the 
big picture and your role in it? 

 Do you believe that he will provide? That he is not deliberately withholding good things to 
punish you? That he is not disappointed in you? That he loves to provide for you? 



 Do you believe that he is guiding you? That he wants you to follow him? That he wants to 
you to submit and trust in him? That he has not abandoned you? That you are not better off 
without him? 

 Do you believe all these things? And are you choices reflecting those beliefs?  

 I AM THE GOD WHO SEES. 

 “There are times when God allows us – as he did the Israelites, as he did Moses – to suffer 
need. This need may be physical, emotional, spiritual, material, or relational. Such needs 
have a tendency either to discourage and debilitate us or to drive us into God’s presence 
where we ask for his guidance and provision. God sees us – everything about us. He knows 
our need. And he is trustworthy. He wants us to learn to trust him to provide.” (The Land 
Between, Jeff Manion, p102) 

 He invites you to draw near. 

 To experience his comfort when you are crushed by loss. 

 To have his closeness when you feel abandoned. 

 To learn into his slow, sure healing when you are crippled by grief.  

 In the middle of your desert, he is saying to you: 

 I AM THE GOD WHO SEES . . .YOU! 

 I am the God who feels . . . with you! 

 I am the God who protects . . . you! 

 I am the God who provides . . . for you! 

 I am the God who guides . . . you! 


