
• Over the years I have met a number of policemen. I have learned that you can usually 
identify policemen even when they are not in uniform. 

• You can see it by how they stand, their haircut, their mannerisms. 

• The same is true often for athletes. You can see someone is an athlete because of how they 
carry themselves, how they move, their size. 

 

• How do you know whether someone is a Christ-follower? 

• They are married to a lovely woman who stays at home. She has to take care of their four 
children? 

• They have good Christian names like Ezekiel, Ruthann, Obadiah and Abigail? 

• They make sure they make their own clothes? 

• Of course they home-school their children? 

• They only vote Republican? Or maybe they only vote Democrat? 

• They have a minivan with a Jesus fish on it? 

• There are lots of places they won’t go or things they won’t do, but they are in church service 
every Sunday? 

• They make sure that their theology is correct, not like those other people who don’t teach 
about the right things? 

• They use phrases like “golly” or “hedge of protection” or “traveling mercies”? 

• They only sing good songs and the kids favorite singer is Tobymac? 

• Now THAT is a Jesus-follower! Right? 

• How do we really know whether someone is a Christ-follower? 

• Jesus answered this question at a very crucial time in his life. He laid out as clear as he 
could what our defining characteristic is. He said what will let people know that we are his. 

• The answer may surprise you. Or perhaps you have heard this before but what it means will 
cause you to rethink. 

 

• The disciples had been with Jesus for three years. 

• They started out as fisherman, tax collectors and patriots. They were young and younger 
still. Some were single and some were married. There were quiet ones and loud ones. They 
have tempers, big mouths, were impulsive decision makers and thieves. 

• Jesus had invited these 12 men to follow him. 

• At the time, they had no idea what this meant, but there was something strangely compelling 
about this seemingly ordinary man who asked them to do life with him. 

• For three years they hung out together. They saw him teach amazing things in ways that the 
rest of the teachers did not teach. 

• They saw him exercise power over nature, sickness, demons and even death. They were in 
awe of his power. 

• They faced down terrifying situations with him as well as faced some terrifying people and 
yet be caring with babies and small children. 

• They were with him as he faced down the religious elite and politically powerful people of his 
day. 

• They saw Jesus cry, laugh and get angry. 

• They saw people adore him. They played crowd control experts as he became so popular. 

• They listened to Jesus call people to an impossibly high standard of living yet treat everyone 
with an uncompromising grace. 

• He was both more and less than they expected. 



• Lately, he had begun some confusing and troubling conversations. He was talking about 
dying. They did not understand. He had just raised Lazarus from the dead. Crowds were 
going wild. They had cheered him as he rode his donkey into Jerusalem. 

• Everything was ready for him to proclaim himself as the Messiah. 

• Then he did something that turned everything they thought on its head. John, one of the 
disciples, saw it and later in his life decided to write it down. I think he had recounted the 
story so many times, it was probably still crystal clear in his mind. 

• It was the Passover and they were celebrating together. They had done it before. It was a 
big celebration. They were eating dinner together. 

• Then as dinner was winding down, Jesus got up. He didn’t say anything. The disciples were 
eating, talking, laughing, joking, having discussions on all sorts of things. Jesus stripped 
down to his underwear, grabbed a towel and wrapped it around his waist. Then he poured 
water into a basin. 

• The room began to slowly go silent as all the disciples saw that Jesus was doing something 
different. Then, starting with one and going around the circle, Jesus knelt down, bent over 
and began to wash the seat, grime, toe-jam, and camel and donkey dung off their feet. 

• I gotta tell you, most feet are not all that attractive in the first place, and the feet of men who 
spent their time walking in sandals in a society where roads were not paved and traveled by 
various animals were probably much worse. 

• The disciples were shocked. Dumbfounded. This was like the president of the United States 
stripping to his boxer shorts and kneeling down to do what only a slave should be doing. 

• When Jesus came to Peter, Peter simply said what they were all feeling. No way Jesus. I 
can’t let you demean yourself and do this. 

• Jesus told him, “You don’t get this now but you will. I’m showing you something. Something 
big.” 

• And so, in what I imagine was a totally uncomfortable silence, Jesus washed their feet. 
Thomas, who would later doubt that he was alive. John Mark who would run away naked. 
Peter, who was going to deny knowing him. Matthew, Nathanial, Simon, his best friend John 
and his brother James. And he washed the feet of Judas, who within just a couple of hours 
was going to betray him to his death. 

• It took a few minutes, and when he was done, he got up, put away the basin (probably filthy) 
and the towel (probably also filthy) and put his clothes back on, and sat back in his place. 

• I’m sure every eye was on him. Just waiting for him to say something. 

• “Do you get what I have done for you? You think of me as your teacher and Lord. As your 
rabbi, as the Messiah, as the Christ. You are right. It’s who I am. If I, Christ himself, served 
you by washing your feet, you should do the same. Now you know it. You will be blessed if 
you do this.” 

• This was not the speech they were expecting. These were not the actions of a conquering 
hero or Messiah. 

• Jesus let this sink in for a while. Judas took this opportunity to leave, heading out to betray 
Jesus. But Jesus wasn’t done. 

• “I am going where you can’t follow. I am not going to be with you much longer. I won’t be 
walking with you, being beside you, teaching you like I have these last three years. So I am 
going to give you a new command.” 

• The disciples must have sat up straighter. A new command? 

• We have heard a lot of commands. A lot of teaching. What new thing could he possibly be 
telling us? It must be good. 

• Jesus paused. They all leaned in. Jesus said, “Love one another.” 

• Huh? What? 



• That’s not new. It’s not even profound. They had learned that in Sunday School. 
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. (Leviticus 19:18) 
The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, 
for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the LORD your God. (Leviticus 19:34) 

• They had even heard Jesus spin this a bit different when he was preaching to the masses of 
people. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? (Matthew 5:43-46) 

• A new command? Jesus, did you drink a little too much wine? 

• The Jesus clarified his command. He said something that changed everything. Something 
that took the command to love others and put a whole new look on it. 

• “As I have loved you, THAT’S how you are to love each other.” 

• I’m pretty sure they did not understand the significance of it. But I think that the full enormity 
of what Jesus meant was fully apparent to John as he wrote it all down years later. 

• What made the command new, and what makes it so powerful and amazing today are the 
words, “As I have loved you.” 

• So the question every Christ follower must ask is “How did Jesus love?” 

• Here’s what we find as we look at Jesus life and death. 

• WE ARE MARKED BY HOW WE SERVE EACH OTHER. 

• To love as Jesus loved is to serve as Jesus served.  
13:1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end.  

• There is an important statement here. Jesus loved his disciples. He loved his followers. He 
loved them “to the end.”  

• The general meaning is, “in the fullest degree,” “up to the limit.” 

• You might say it like this: “Loving, he loved them with fullness of love.” 

• Everything he had done and was about to do, including washing their feet, was to 
demonstrate his love for them. 

• Loving someone is intimately connected to serving them. You cannot love without serving. 
Jesus was not talking about emotion or feeling. He was talking about loving the way he 
loved. Jesus love was all about action.  

I. HE PUT NO RESTRICTIONS ON WHO HE SERVED. 

• He invited those into his life to follow him who did not even believe in him. 

• He washed the feet of a man who betrayed him to his death. Can you imagine that Jesus 
held and washed a man’s feet who while he was doing it had a plan to betray him to people 
who hated him. 

• The same for a man who denied knowing him. Of men who ran away from him. 

• Most people have some specific person or type of person that they are uncomfortable with 
or that they simply don’t like. Some will be actively mean to them and the good people 
ignore them. 

• Consider that he came to earth on the behalf of people who ultimately killed him. 

• He died for people that hated him. For those that did not even know how sinful they were. 



• He healed Jews and non-Jews. He ate with poor and rich. He touched and cared for 
outcasts and those society had thrown away. 

• He served those below his station in life 

• He served those who acted as his enemies. 

• He served those who were going to betray him despite saying they were his friends. 

• He served those who could do nothing for him. 

• He elevated the value and worth of those he encountered. 

• He loved enough to serve anyone. No one was beyond his loving touch. 

• Who do you resist serving? 

II. HE WAS WILLING TO DO WHAT WAS NEEDED TO SERVE. 

• There was nothing too menial that he would do. 

• He did the job of a servant and washed feet! That was a job reserved for those who could 
afford slaves. Nasty. Gross. He did it anyway. 

• I remember a missions trip I was on. The entire purpose of the trip was to serve others, yet I 
heard statements like: “I won’t paint. I won’t work with kids. I won’t pray out loud with 
someone. I won’t help that person who hurt me.” 

• Even though he was God, he did not decide to avoid doing certain things that were beneath 
him. 

• He would touch anyone, have a conversation with anyone. 

• He would teach people, perform miracles, challenge people, get angry with others. 

• Most of all, he was willing to be beaten, betrayed and killed to serve the needs of people. 

• There was humility in his serving – he would do what was necessary for them. He never 
lorded it over anyone else.  

• He did not serve so he could get anything out of it. 

• He loved enough to do anything. 

• What have you mentally told God is off-limits? 

III. HE SERVED WHEN AND WHERE GOD LED. 

• Jesus allowed God to dictate the terms of his service. 

• He served people in cities and in the country. 

• He ate in people’s homes where good people were not supposed to go. 

• He took the disciples to lonely places and places with tons of people. 

• He would go to people’s houses to heal, go to lonely places to deliver or seek people out in 
the middle of crowds. 

• Jesus let God lead him into the very place where he was killed. 

• He loved enough to serve in places and times when and where bit was inconvenient. 

• How have you defined the where and when of your service? 
 

• WE ARE MARKED BY HOW WE SERVE EACH OTHER. 

John 13:15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I 
tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who 
sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

• His blessing comes as we do as he did. 

• When we love others sacrificially the way he loved us. 

• This is a new command. 

• There is loving those who love you. 

• There is loving those who are your neighbors. 

• There is loving your enemy 



• Then there is loving the way Jesus loved us. 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”  

• You are to love each other the way I loved you. 

• Love each other with an all-encompassing, grace-filled, self-sacrificing, anything-goes type 
of service. 

• If you do this, then everyone will know that you are my disciples. 

• You want people to see me? To know me? To come to me? 

• Then orient your lives to love as I loved. To serve as I served. 

• Because when we love like Jesus, it is different than everyone else. 
 

• So what’s the answer to the question? How can we tell if someone is a follow of Christ? 
What is their defining mark?  

• WE ARE MARKED BY HOW WE SERVE EACH OTHER. 

• It’s how we love one another. And how we love is shown by how we serve. 

• Here’s a key truth for this morning. 

• We cannot love someone without serving them and we cannot serve someone like Jesus 
without eventually coming to love them. 

• We are to serve each other, without regard to who they are. The unlovable. Those who are 
irritating. Those who have wronged us. Those we like and those we don’t. Those who share 
our interests and those we see as weird. Those who can respond by serving us and those 
who have nothing to give us. Our best friends and our worst enemy. 

• We are to serve however God calls us to serve. There is nothing beneath us. There should 
be nothing we “don’t do.” We are to be willing to sacrifice our hard earned money. Our time. 
Our energy. Our lives. For others. 

• WE ARE MARKED BY HOW WE SERVE EACH OTHER. 

• And when we serve each other like Jesus served us, EVERYONE will notice. They will see it 
They will take note. And we will reflect the very one we say we follow. 


