
• Identity theft – 15 million people per year costing $50 billion. 
• People use your identity to enrich themselves. 
• People used to do this through dumpster diving (getting your information from trash), 

stealing mail, shoulder surfing (looking over your shoulder while using a card). 
• Increasingly though, it is simply done through technology. 
• Skimming your card, scanning your information. 
• Emails or texts baiting you into giving away key information. 
• When our identity is stolen, it can be a real problem. It can ruin your credit. It can make 

future financial options difficult. At best, it takes time and phone calls to clarify. At worst, 
it can cost you lots of money and hassles with the government as you try to reestablish 
that you are really you. 

 
• We lose our identity all the time. Not only that, but we change, adapt and pick up and 

shed them too.  
• See if you can identify . . .  
• Have you ever work harder to prove yourself to your boss, your spouse, your kids? 
• Have you ever been angry with others because they didn’t share your point of view? 
• Have you ever felt guilty because you were lazy, hadn’t done enough? 
• Have you ever try to bury guilt and shame over messing up . . . again? 
• Have you ever look at others and wonder why they are a mess and can’t get it together? 
• Have you ever felt adrift, not sure what to do next? 
 
• People develop their identity from all kinds of places. 
• My past – who I was, what I did. From the guy whose achievement as high school QB 

still defines him to those who were addicted to drugs for years and still consider 
themselves addicts even though they haven’t had anything in years. 

• My skills/talents/accomplishments – what I do or achieve. My awards, my excellence at 
sports, music or something else. My intelligence, looks or knowledge 

• My role – father, mother, husband, wife, manager, leader. My identity is wrapped up in 
what I spend all my time doing. 

• My reputation – what others think about me, what I do, what clothes I wear, their 
opinions of me. My identity is wrapped up in my car, my house, my family. 

• My morality – that I am good. Rules follower, better than others. More holy. Better Christ-
follower. More committed. 

• My identity establishes what I do and what my priorities are. 
• How I see myself determines my actions or sometimes my non-actions. 
• When my identity is up in the air. When it is challenged, when I am uncertain about it, it 

leads to striving, insecurity, worry, problems and lack of joy and peace. 
 

• A right identity cuts through all this. If we develop a daily practice of affirming and 
appropriating our real identity, it can change everything. We need to daily regain our true 
identity. 

 
• The importance of identity is seen in a significant even in the life of Jesus. 
• Jesus was born in Bethlehem but grew up most of his life in Nazareth. 
• Nazareth was not a particularly important town but it was Jesus’ home. 
• He had brothers and sisters, went to the family gatherings, Sunday football games, 

service at the synagogue. He went to parties and festivals where he hung out with the 
cousins and his friends playing and having a great time. 



• He worked with his carpenter father, probably gained a lot of skill at fixing and making 
different things. I'm sure he was known because he had a trade. He earned money. He 
helped support the family. 

• And then we read that around the age of 30 years old, Jesus changed careers and went 
from being a carpenter to a traveling preacher. A miracle worker. A scholar and teacher. 
A man who hung out with prostitutes and social pariahs but who was comfortable around 
the elite. It’s almost as though he switched from one identity to another. 

• Yet there is a very significant event that happened that shows us it was not a change in 
identity, but rather an affirmation of identity that was so important. 

Matthew 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  

• You’re the Messiah. You are not a sinner. This is unnecessary for you. I’m the sinner. 
You should baptize me. 

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then John consented.  

• Jesus modeled baptism for us. Even though he did not need to repent, he was baptized. 
He set an example for us to follow. As he was baptized, something huge happened. 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

• God. His Father. Cracked open the window to heaven to affirm his son. 
• This is my Son. 
• I am pleased with him – and Jesus hadn’t DONE anything yet. 
• God was affirming Jesus identity. This is so important because of what happened next. 
Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  

• Satan’s first target is to challenge our identity. He will find that point where we are low. 
Vulnerable. Down. Emotionally depleted. And he will challenge our identity. 

3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.”  

• “If you are the Son of God.” If you really are who you say you are. God had just affirmed 
Jesus 40 days earlier. Yet this is the first place that Satan cast doubt. 

• “You’re not even saved. You don’t feel saved, do you? You were not sorry enough for 
your sins or you can’t remember the day and hour so it must not be real. Since you 
sinned again, God must really have no use for you.” 

• Satan challenged Christ’s identity. Come on, if you are really God, then use that power 
to satisfy your cravings. Prove it. Show us what you have the power you say you have. 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand 
on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up 
in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”  

• “If you are the Son of God.” Once again, Satan goes at Jesus identity. But he changes 
the test a little. If you really are the Messiah, the Christ, the one who is supposed to save 
his people, then act like one.  

• If you jump off the high part of the temple (some people think it was one of the wings that 
was on the edge of a cliff, some 400+ feet above the ground) and then just before you 
hit the ground the angels save you, then the people will see that you are the Messiah. 
They will be bound to follow you. You can fulfill your destiny. 



• If you really are God’s child, act like it. You need to be better, sin less, pray more, be 
more holy. If you’re not . . . I gotta wonder. 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor.9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.”  

• OK, why are we going through all this. You say that you are here to reclaim all of 
humanity for God. So let’s get it done. Just submit your identity to me all that you desire 
for humanity will be done. You don’t have to go through pain and problems and deal with 
all these people who won’t believe in you. You won’t have to suffer or die. You will 
simply have what you plan to do but a lot quicker and more easily. 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him only.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

• If God affirmed it and Satan attacked it, there must be something really important about 
identity. 

• You see, if my past defines my identity I end up stuck there. It is always about what 
happened to me. What others did to me. How I failed. I beat myself up for my failures or 
get angry at others for not recognizing my problems. 

• If my identity is wrapped up in my skills or accomplishments, what happens when I meet 
those who are more skilled, smarter and accomplished than me. What happens when I 
do something and fail? I work harder. Try harder. Or maybe give up. 

• Sports Illustrated had named Rhonda Rousey the "world's most dominant athlete" in 
2015. She was the first US woman ever to win an Olympic medal in Judo; the youngest 
woman to ever qualify for the Olympics, at age 14; she was a world ranked judo 
champion and then transitioned into mixed martial arts, where she quickly dominated 
and became a world champion; going into November of last year, she was 12-0 as an 
MMA fighter, and only one fighter had ever even survived the first round … eight of her 
twelve challengers were defeated in less than a minute. 

• And then, in November 2015, she lost – badly. In an interview shortly after that 
devastating loss she said, "I was literally sitting there and thinking about killing myself 
and at that exact second I'm like, 'I'm nothing. What do I do anymore? And, no one 
[cares] about me anymore without this.'" 

• Her whole identity was inseparable from her image as the "most dominant athlete in the 
world." 

• If my identity is wrapped up in my role, then what happens when my role changes? 
When the kids move out? When I lose my job? When my marriage ends? When I no 
longer lead? 

• If my identity is set by what others think of me, that I run my life by what makes me look 
best. Others decide what I do. I do things I don’t even want to do because of what it 
looks like. And when others criticize or don’t approve or me, I am devastated. 

 
• Identity is so important that one of the first things Jesus did after he started his public 

ministry was to state his identity to his hometown. 
• The crux of his ministry when Peter confirmed his identity and in return, Jesus told Peter 

his identity as the Rock. 
• When Jesus was arrested, the high priest challenged Jesus’ identity. 
• When he was on the cross, people scoffed and said, “Come down from the cross, if you 

are the Son of God!” They questioned his identity. 
• The turning point in Peter’s life was after Jesus rose from the dead and affirmed his 

identity and purpose. 



• Throughout the rest of the NT, the idea of our identity is mentioned time and again. 
Always in relation to Jesus. The phrases “in Christ” or “with Christ” are found over 100 
times in the NT 

• So when we celebrate baptism today, we are celebrating with each of these people, both 
young and old, the truth about their identity and hopefully being reminded ourselves in 
the process. What truth? 

I. I am forgiven and redeemed. (He has dealt with my past) 
• Key word = value 
• What is the value of my car? If I go to sell if for $4K and someone offers me $2K I will 

not sell – it is worth more than that. But what if someone offers $10K. What is my car 
actually worth? The answer is that the car is worth whatever someone is willing to pay 
for it. 

• What is your value? Whatever someone is willing to pay for it. And God value you so 
much he was willing to give up his life for you. There is not greater price, no greater 
sacrifice that can be made. You are not a throw-in. He died for you! He has taken care of 
your sins. 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. (1 Peter 1:18-19) 

• Your identity is not wrapped in your past. 
• You are not an addict or a sinner or a victim. 
• You are not bound by past decisions. 
• You are not a failure. 
• You are not useless or unusable. 
• You are valued. And if God values us that much, how dare we live as though our identity 

is in doubt. 

II. I am a child of God. (He makes me secure in my present) 
• Key word = Belong 
• You are part of a family. God’s family. 
So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made 
you also an heir. (Ephesians 4:7) 

• You are accepted, loved, liked, enjoyed by a heavenly Father who is willing to embrace 
you despite your failures. 

• You do not have to earn his love and grace. 
• You never have to worry that you are alone. 
• You don’t have to perform in order to keep your standing. He will never stop calling. He 

will not disown you. There is no time where you cannot come to him with total 
transparency and honesty. 

III. I am a new creation. (He gives me hope for my future) 
• Key word = purpose 
• When we come to Jesus, we are made new. We are repurposed. 
• At some point we come to a realization that we are sinful. That no matter what we do, we 

cannot get to God. 
• The only way to have a relationship with God, the only way to have an eternity in 

heaven, the only way to be forgiven, is to confess to Jesus that we cannot do it, that we 
need him to forgive our sins, and we invite him into our hearts to run our lives. 



• When we do that, he not only forgives us and adopts us into his family, he makes us into 
something new. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! (2 Cor 5:17) 

• We are now someone who overcomes. I have victory. 
• You all know how a butterfly is born. It starts as a caterpillar and then after spinning a 

cocoon, it changes, it has a metamorphosis and emerges as a beautiful butterfly. It is not 
even recognizable as the same thing. We don’t look at it and think, “caterpillar.” It does 
not act like it is a caterpillar. It has a new way of living. 

• So it is – Christ makes us into something new. We are not what we were. He has given 
us a new purpose. To serve others. To make disciples. To live for something bigger and 
better. 

 
• When we live from our identity, it changes everything. 
• We don’t have to strive. We can stop worrying. We can rest. We don’t have to prove 

ourselves. We don’t have to be what we are not. We can have purpose. We can have 
confidence. We can serve and love others without reservation or restriction. 

• So today, as each of these people are baptized, we are celebrating that they are 
redeemed and forgiven. Their pasts are dealt with. They never have to earn God’s love 
and grace. They are recipients of a grace that frees them from shame, guilt and striving. 
They can release the past. 

• We are celebrating that they are part of God’s family. Their present is secure. Their 
value and identity are wrapped up in Jesus. 

• We are celebrating that they are embracing God’s purpose for their lives. They are not 
living for themselves, but to make disciples. To serve other people. To follow God’s will 
for their life first and foremost. 

• And as God looks at them, and as he looks at us, he says, “This is my child whom I love. 
With you I am well pleased.” 


