
• As many of you know, I am an avid reader. It has always been that way as long as I can 
remember. Aa a youngster, I loved adventure stories, but particularly I used to read stories 
of the wild west. 

• I would get books about the pony express, cowboys, and in particular, I had a book about 
Daniel Boone. I read it many times. I loved how he was a hero, the guy who did thing on his 
own and blazed a trail into the west. 

• I loved the story of Daniel Boone hunting in the woods as a youngster with some other boys, 
when the howl of a panther scattered all but Boone. He calmly cocked his rifle and shot the 

predator through the heart just as it leaped at him. 

• I could picture it. I could be that guy. I admired that heroic and rugged individualism that 
allowed him to blaze the Cumberland Gap, fight against the Indians, and pioneer the settling 
of the west. 

• I mean, who wouldn’t admire that? 
 

• Over time, this same rugged individualism has come to define American culture. How many 
of these have you heard or said? 

• “Stand on your own two feet.”  

• “Where there's a will, there's a way.” 

• "You've got to think of what's best for you." 

• “Just do it.” 

• “Have it your way." 

• "We do it all for you." 

• "You deserve it." 

• For the last 40 years, the Baby Boomer generation has been called the "Me Generation."  

• Individualism has led to many good things. It was part of what colonized the new world. It 
has led to breakthroughs in many areas of art and science. 

• We admire independence. We don’t want to look weak. We don’t want anyone telling us 
what to do. 

• I sometimes hear guys say things like, “Do you have to check with your wife or can you 
decide for yourself?” 

• We want politicians who are self-made from humble beginnings, athletes who got there 
through their own hard work and musicians and artists who throw off the stereotypes to 
blaze new trails. 

• Individualism is almost a core value that we hold. 

• Individualism is the habit or principle of being independent and self-reliant. Don’t get me 
wrong. Some of this is good and helpful and leads to good things, BUT individualism at its 
root is a self-centered way of life that says how things affect me is the primary determining 
factor in my life. It is a "me first, serve-yourself” view that says me and my happiness is the 
most important thing. 

• Individualism taken to the extreme is anarchy, the belief that no one and nothing can tell me 
how to live and the best world is where everyone lives by their own code. It’s where we get 
movies like “Mad Max.” 

• For most people it doesn’t go that far, but individualism affects us nonetheless. 

• It tears up marriages and relationships. ("I am not happy, so I am out!") 

• It destroys workplaces ("I don't care how my laziness impacts my co-workers; it's all about 
me"). 

• It sets our schedule. (“I gotta have my me time. I simply don’t have time for others.”) 

• It determines our finances. (“Taking care of what I need and my family always comes first.”) 

• It creeps into our relationship with Jesus. 



• I have a “personal” relationship with Jesus. It’s me and him and none of your business. I can 
relate to him and I don’t need anyone else for this to be good. 

• I want to be part of a church that serves my needs. 

• I will help others when it is convenient, when I am good and ready or when it makes me feel 
good. 

• Yet millions of people suffer with depression. We live in what has been called the “age of 
loneliness.” We are pursuing happiness, joy, satisfaction on our own, and it isn’t working. 

• YOU WERE NEVER DESIGNED TO LIVE LIFE WITH YOU AT THE CENTER. 
 

• The whole premise of this teaching series is that we shape our worldview or our worldview 
shapes us.  

• Romans 12:2 tells us that we are to not be conformed to this world, or its way of thinking, 
but rather be transformed by the renewing of our mind. 

• We are either going to absorb or live our way into what we believe or we will choose and 
develop our worldview to a different standard. 

• The best barometer we have for doing this is what God has said in his word. Through 
stories, instruction and illustration, God has revealed how he sees the world. Since he made 
it, it makes sense that our best bet is to align our worldview with his. And God NEVER 
DESIGNED US TO LIVE LIFE WITH US AT THE CENTER. 

 

• Let me take you to a story that illustrates this so well. 

• It happened more than a thousand years before Jesus came along. It is how the 
individualistic actions of one man destroyed himself and almost destroyed a nation. 

• Israel was a new nation. God had helped them escape from Egypt. They had experienced 
wonders and amazing things as God led them for 40 years through desert and now they had 
entered the Promised Land. Even that was miraculous. 

• Then they had to start conquering the land. Driving out the inhabitants to take it for their 
own. And the very first fight was fantastic. 

• They faced a walled city, Jericho. Tall, thick walls. It would cost them many lives to capture 
it. But God had this crazy plan. Walk around it for 7 days. Then the walls would fall down. 

• It was crazy, but God had done plenty of crazy stuff, so they did what God wanted. 

• And it was exactly what happened. 

• God had only given them one instruction. This was the first city they were conquering in this 
new land. They were to kill the inhabitants but any gold, silver or anything valuable was to 
be kept for God. It was to be put in the treasury to take care of the tabernacle. It was an 
offering to God to remind the Israelites that God was first. That he got the first of all things. 
To make sure they did not put themselves before God. 

• The walls came down, they went straight in. They destroyed the city. 

• The battle was a complete victory. 

• Joshua then turned his attention to the next city, which was Ai. 

• He scouted it like he had done with Jericho and his people figured they could win it with only 
a small part of their army. And so they went to capture it. 

• Disaster happened. They lost. It is the only lost battle in the entire campaign. 36 soldiers 
killed, the men of Ai chasing them. They were devastated.  

• Joshua fell on his face in the dust. Had God abandoned them? Could he be trusted? He 
questioned God and his purposes. 

• God’s response. “Stand up. What are doing on your face. Israel has sinned. Someone did 
not listen to me.” 

• Tomorrow gather the entire nation and I will show you who has done this. 



• So they did. They cast lots. Imagine the drama. No one has admitted anything but everyone 
knew by now.  

• It came to the tribe of Judah. Then the clan of the Zerahites. The family line of Zimri. Achan 
was chosen. 

• He confessed. Robe from Bablyon. 1.5 lbs of silver and half a lb of gold. I hid them. 

• They went and found it. 

• Took most of the family and all their stuff. Stoned them. Burned it all. And piled rocks over 
top of them. 

• Was that ever harsh. It seems over the top.  

• YOU WERE NEVER DESIGNED TO LIVE LIFE WITH YOU AT THE CENTER.  

I. Individualism puts you in opposition to God. 
• It can destroy our relationship with God and ultimately with others. 

A. It leads to compromise. 
• I don’t know what Achan thought when he took the stuff during the attack on Jericho, but he 

might have easily thought, “It’s no big deal. It’s just a couple of things. It’s not really that 
much and I deserve it. I’ve been wandering the desert for 40 years. I just want a better life 
for my family. No one will even miss it.” 

• He did what he wanted. He did not want to be obligated to others. He did not want to follow 
the rules, or subscribe to how others did it. He was his own evaluator of what was right. It 
left him with a warped perspective. 

• Compromise is a gradual road. Even if Achan’s theft was a spur of the moment thing, it 
happened because of a belief that he did not need to listen to God or othersl 

• You know how it works. When we miss on Sunday morning, the next becomes easier. When 
I skip being a part of my Discipleship Family one week, it is easier to do it the next. When I 
take one drink a day, two becomes easy. When we miss connecting with God, missing 
again is simpler.  

• Not only does it get easier, we begin to justify it. If I join a DF, it would mean changing my 
schedule. It would mean that I have to prioritize others first. I might not be able to do 
everything I want to do. It will not be as fun. My family needs my time. 

• When someone does challenge us, we withdraw even further. Individualism leaves us with 
no sense of accountability, dependency or community. As a result: 

B. We become our own measuring stick. 
• Achan’s decision to steal and lie was in direct violation of God’s command through Joshua. 

Somewhere in there he figured it was OK. 

• I wonder what happened as they drew lots and got closer and closer to him. He must have 
been sweating. 

• But he never confessed. He never volunteered. Even when he admitted, there was no 
remorse, no apologies, no indication  

• Individualism doesn’t leave room for humility. We decide what is right and what is 
necessary. But it has a weird side effect. 

• Individualism puts us in the place where we need to perform. We retreat to ourselves 
because we want to avoid the expectations of others. It means I have to put my best foot 
forward. I can handle this. I don’t want others to see what a mess I’ve made of things. I can’t 
let others see that my kids are out of control. I must keep up the charade that I am 
financially OK. 



• When I can keep others at arm’s length, I don’t have to reveal weaknesses. I don’t have to 
deal with sins. You see, individualism: 

C. It destroys community. 
• We are designed to live in community. 

• The Israelites had a tremendous victory. They were following God together. They had just 
defeated and destroyed a key city. 

• They were moving towards getting the kind of future they longed for. A future of belonging, 
of blessing. 

• Achan’s decision almost ruined Israel’s future. God was not going ahead of them because of 
his sin. It also ended up with the destruction of most of his family. 

• It is almost sure that some portion of his family were in on his deception and theft. God had 
explicitly said that children were not to be put to death for the sins of their father but in this 
case, a large portion of his family are put to death. (His wife is not mentioned ironically). 

• Individualism ruins our ability to be in community. It is amazing to me how many people want 
to live their own way, with their own schedule, doing things their own way, but still want the 
encouragement, love and support from community. They don’t go together. 

• And worse, within the church, when we live independent, individualistic lives, we actually 
damage the community itself. 

D. It robs us of the very thing it promises. 
• We don’t know what Achan was thinking when he took the stuff and hid them. 

• Maybe that it would lead to a better life. 

• Perhaps that he could get away with something. 

• Maybe it made him feel special. 

• Perhaps it was spur of the moment – perhaps it was planned. 

• Either way, I can guarantee he thought he could cheat the consequences. 

• Individualism promises us control. It promises freedom. It promises us fun. It promises 
satisfaction. 

• But it is an empty promise that never delivers on it. 

• I want to control my own time and schedule so I avoid making commitments and end up 
lonelier than ever before. 

• I desire to succeed on my own but end up empty, cheated and overworked. 

• I want to follow Jesus my way, to pray alone, serve when I feel like it. I follow Jesus on my 
terms and I wonder why I am ineffective, irrelevant and never seem to change. 

• Privacy and individualism can easily become idols. They prevent our spiritual growth 
(sanctification) because the truth is we don’t grow well on our own. 

 

• So what do we do?  

• A thousand years after Achan’s sin, we see a fascinating exchange between Jesus and 
Peter that will point us in the right direction. 

• Jesus had spent several years with his disciples. They had finally begun to believe that 
Jesus might be who he claimed to be. In fact, Jesus asked them who they thought he was. 
Peter made this tremendous statement, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers 
of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23 



Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 
do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”  

• Peter, you’ve got this all wrong. Your perspective is warped. You are thinking about all of 
this through how this benefits you. This is about your role, what you want Israel to be like. 
You think that how this all goes is for the end result for you. 

• This is not about your comfort, your fun, your convenience. This is not about what makes 
you feel good. It’s not even about your own personal spiritual growth. You all are concerned 
about your own agenda, schedule, goals, happiness. Then he said something that we must 
not miss. 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole 
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  

• Significance in life does not come from serving yourself; it comes from serving God and 
others. 

II. Jesus calls you to give your life away. 
• When I let individualism creep into my life, then when and how I serve comes about what 

works for me. 

• The amount of effort I put into relationships is only as far as it feels right. 

• How I use my money is about what makes me comfortable. 

• Whether or not I join a Discipleship Family is more a matter of what fits with me and my 
schedule than anything else. 

• My view of church is about what I get out of it and what it provides for me. 

• But Jesus said that you can get everything you think you want, you can live an individualistic 
life and meet all your goals and have it end up being a total loss. 

• Or you can give your life away and gain the most important thing. 
 

• YOU WERE NEVER DESIGNED TO LIVE LIFE WITH YOU AT THE CENTER.  

• That is a road that promises fun and freedom but it’s a road that ends in nothing but 
disaster. 

• What primarily decides what you do?  

• Do you see the messes of others as opportunities or intrusions? 

• Is your first thought usually how something might benefit you? 

• Do you find yourself complaining a lot (to God or others) about how you deserve better? 

• Maybe you’ve been holding onto your independence as hard as you can. 

• Perhaps you have given up most of it but there are certain areas of your life that you retain 
control of the way you want. 

 

• YOU WERE NEVER DESIGNED TO LIVE LIFE WITH YOU AT THE CENTER.  

• As long as individualism is a part of your thinking, you will pursue what is fun and what you 
see as best for you alone. It will leave you in opposition to God. 

• You will make compromises. 

• You will be the measuring stick of what is best. 

• You will find yourself outside meaningful community. 

• You will never find what you are looking for. 

• You might gain the world but you will lose your soul. 

• Jesus calls you to give your life away. Because when you do, when you live for the benefit 
of God and others and not simply yourself, you will find your life. It is worth it. 


