
• It was Valentine’s Day 1991. We had been married for about 1.5 years. I came home from 
work. Got a card. It said Happy Valentine’s Day Daddy. 

• I want you to think about some of the best news you ever received. Think back over your 
life. What was it? For some you may not have to go back very far. For others, you may need 
to go a lot further. 

• “It’s a boy! / It’s a girl!” 

• “I got the job.” 

• “I passed.” 

• “I just opened my college acceptance letter – I’m in!” 

• “I’m cancer free.” 

• “They said yes.” 

• “I am down 15 lbs.” 

• Everyone loves good news. We talk about it. We post about it. Some people write songs 
about it. We think about it. We want others to share in our good news. If the good news is 
something that we think will help another person, we tell them about it easily and often. 

 

• We are in the third week talking about our identity as missionaries. 

• Two weeks ago we learned that we are sent. Jesus’ last words were for all those who follow 
him to make disciples of him. 

• Last week Skeeter shared that sent means that while some are sent to faraway places, for 
most of us this means making disciples in our own unique context and place, that God has 
us where he wants us. 

• Today I want to talk about good news. Followers of Jesus have the best news possible. 
News of life and hope to us and to those who do not yet know Jesus. As I thought and 
prepared this week, I was blown away by magnitude of our good news. 

 

• I began following Jesus very young. I was 6 ½ years old, it was April, and at our church they 
showed a movie that Saturday night. I remember almost nothing about the movie. But here’s 
what I do remember. It had people in it that did not believe in Jesus and they died. If you 
died and did not believe that Jesus died for you and ask for his forgiveness, you would end 
up going to hell. 

• This was terrifying. I did not want this to happen to me. Hell sounded awful and scary. So I 
talked to my dad and he ended up showing me what it meant to become a Jesus follower, 
as best as a 6 yr old could understand. 

• I could be with Jesus in heaven when I died. That was good news. 

• I was as relieved as someone who was 6.5 years old could be. I didn’t go out and tell 
anyone. I was 6!  

• What I did do was to live the rest of my life trying to be as good as I could be. I tried to follow 
all the rules that seemed to be out there on how to be a good Christian. 

• As I got older, I looked at what other kids did and wondered once in a while if I was missing 
out. Being good was boring. They looked like they were having a lot more fun than me a lot 
of the time. 

• But I knew I should be “good” so I persevered. I remember that following Jesus was as 
much about what I did NOT do as what I DID do.  

• I mostly did the right things but it didn’t stop me from trying hard to be successful and then 
feeling depressed when I wasn’t. It didn’t keep me from looking for acceptable things that I 
could do to feel good and falling into addictive patterns. It didn’t keep me from trying hard to 
please others. It didn’t stop me from trying to control my life, to make sure it worked out, and 



only let others see what I wanted them to see. Don’t mistake me. Life was good and I did my 
best to follow Jesus. 

• Yet occasionally I would meet people who did not know Jesus and they seemed just as 
happy, just as contented, and sometimes more so, than I was. I would wonder how what I 
believed was good news for them. 

• Or I had friends who experienced difficult things I remember one who my wife and I loved. 
We hung out together. He played on the worship team at our church. Their girls were lovely 
children (3 of them). We helped them financially, even went on a mini vacation with them, 
and then through his business travel, their marriage began to unravel, he began to drink, 
and within what seemed like a short time, their marriage broke apart. I was left thinking, 
“What is the good news here? How does it even apply?” 

 

• Sometimes we struggle with sharing the good news about Jesus. Why? 

• #1. We don’t have any relationships to share the good news of Jesus with. We just don’t 
invest in relationships enough to be there to share with them. 

• #2. We don’t think that Jesus is good news. I mean, we know he is good news but it just 
doesn’t seem to apply to anyone else or their situation.  

• #3. The good news about Jesus gets old. It’s still good news, but it’s kinda old news. It’s like 
riding a roller coaster over and over – amazing the first time, but by the 100th, it is still fun, 
yet without the same thrill. 

• So what happens when the good news gets . . . routine? When Jesus and his grace, that we 
have heard about 1000 times before, doesn’t seem all that big anymore? 

• What do we do when we don’t really think we have good news that applies to where we are 
in life with all our frustrations? 

• We cannot always control our emotions or what we feel, but Jesus has been, is today and 
always will be good news that matters all the time. THE GOOD NEWS IS GOOD NEWS IN 
EVERY SITUATION because: 

I. THE GOOD NEWS IS ALL ABOUT JESUS 
• Yeah, I know. It’s all about Jesus. Don’t skip over this. It’s not about Jesus’ teachings. It’s 

not his miracles. It’s not systems he put in place. It . . .  is . . . about . . . him! 

• Hindus and Buddhists focus on the teachings of their founders as the key, not the founder 
themselves. 

• Islam, while it reveres the prophet Muhammed, is focused on what he said and the 
revelation he wrote down. 

• Mormons have a system of beliefs, but the whole thing does not rise and fall on Joseph 
Smith. 

• But the good news we have rises, falls and is fully contained in the person Jesus. About 
God in the flesh. It begins there and finds all its meaning there. 

• Mark, one of the writers of the biographies of Jesus in the New Testament, when he sat 
down to record Jesus life, to put down what was so important about Jesus, started this way: 

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,  

• The word that he uses for good news here is the Greek word “Euaggelion”. It’s where we get 
the word gospel from. This word is used close to 100 times in the New Testament and 
means good tidings, good message, glad news.  

• The good news, the best news, the news that we get to share, is about Jesus the Messiah, 
the Son of God. Just after her started calling disciples to follow him and shortly after he 
began to preach and teach, Jesus went home. He went to church. 

Luke 4:16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 



prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18 “The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  

• What is the good news? Freedom, recovery. Relationship. This prophecy is fulfilled in me. I 
AM the Good News. 

• Jesus said that the good news is so amazing, it is worth giving up everything in this life for it. 

• Our job is not to convince people to live a certain way or change their behavior or convince 
them by arguing them into a belief system or religion. We are alive to introduce people to 
Jesus. 

• “The good news (the gospel) is that God himself has come to rescue and renew creation in 
and through the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.” (Tim Keller) 

• Jesus never gets old. Who he is and what he has done ALWAYS applies to my life. 

• Think of it like this: I may no longer talk about or dwell on the good news of my wife saying 
yes to my marriage proposal. Because after 26 years, I thrill even more today and we have 
more joy today than we ever have. 

• I may not dwell on the actual birth event of my children, but they bring great joy and 
satisfaction to my life today, over 20 years after it happened. 

• THE GOOD NEWS IS GOOD NEWS IN EVERY SITUATION because it supersedes 
circumstances.  

• The reason the good news is even necessary is that there is bad news.  

• We have a problem. Sin. Sin is not the focus of the bible. Sin is not God’s focus. Sin is what 
broke the relationship between us and him. Sin leaves us with no hope. No eternity. 

• Because of sin, our hearts are selfish. Sin produces guilt, anxiety, fear, sleeplessness, and 
countless other problems. 

• Sin causes meaninglessness without purpose. Sin leads to life becoming an endless cycle 
of trying to fill a void that cannot be filled. The result is futility, despair and hopelessness.  

• The Good News we have is that Jesus has dealt with ALL aspects of sin. 

II. THERE IS A PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE ASPECT TO THE GOOD NEWS. 
• He has saved us from the penalty of sin. (Past) 

• He is saving us from the power of sin. (Present) 

• He will save us from the presence of sin. (Future) 
 
A. Jesus has saved us from the penalty of sin. (The past) 

• No matter how good we think we are, we have all messed up. Many times. We have 
thumbed out noses at God and deserve punishment. We have rebelled. Our rebellion 
deserves death, eternal misery. BUT. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

• This is salvation. I can come to him for forgiveness. Get this. Not only am I forgiven, I don’t 
have to live with shame or guilt over ANY past sins. I am free. I do not have to pay the 
penalty for my sins because Jesus already did. 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and 
death. (Romans 8:1-2) 

• It’s not simply that I am forgiven, but that relationship with God has been restored. 



Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1) 

• I have been declared right with God. Jesus exchanged his perfect life for my sinful life. So 
when God looks at me, he sees Jesus. The perfect one. This is called justification. 

He predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure 
and will. (Ephesians 1:5) 

• We are part of God’s eternal family. We are fully loved and accepted by the Father. Always. 
Nothing I have ever done disqualifies me from this when I come to follow Jesus. 

• There are so many people that live with and try to bury what happened in the past. They are 
haunted by the guilt of their decisions. They live alone even in the midst of people. They are 
trying to earn God’s approval. Jesus has dealt with all that. 

• It is not only the past. 
 
B. Jesus is saving us from the power of sin. (The present) 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 
(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

• When I come to Jesus, I am someone brand new. Because I have been forgiven and 
accepted and become part of his family, I don’t need to impress God with my spirituality. 

• Since God sees Jesus perfect life when he looks at me, I can live with gratitude, confidence, 
humility, and joy. 

• Not only do I not have to live with shame or guilt over past sins, I don’t have to live with guilt 
or shame over those areas of my life that God is still working on.  

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10) 

• When we turn our lives over to Jesus, we don’t have to worry, or struggle, or fear. He is in 
control. I can be over the top generous.  

• I have nothing to earn. Since I am fully loved and approved, I can love and serve all people, 
even my enemies, with no strings attached. I can accept others where they are. I don’t have 
to take responsibility for everyone else or try to control all my circumstances or control the 
people around me. 

• Because I am part of God’s family, fully loved and accepted, I can extend forgiveness and 
grace to others with boldness and flexibility. I don’t need to harbor anger or bitterness. 

• This is all called sanctification. 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. (Ephesians 3:16-18) 

• This world is filled with people (many Christ-followers included) who worry themselves into 
depression, who loath themselves because of their actions which they can’t seem to stop, 
who are fearful, struggling to prove themselves, to gain others approval. 

• THE GOOD NEWS IS GOOD NEWS IN EVERY SITUATION. 
 
C. Jesus will save us from the presence of sin. (The future) 

• To top this all off, we have an unbelievable hope. 
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and 
will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” (John 5:24) 

• Our eternity is secure. We are no longer destined for death, but life. An amazing, full, rich, 
totally satisfying, joyful eternity with no death, crying, sorrow or sickness. 

• We have hope even for the rest of this life. 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 



died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:1-4) 

• We are becoming new, living this life more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

• I don’t have to search for identity and purpose. Since I have been reborn by the Holy Spirit, I 
can re-orient my entire life around Jesus to make disciples. I can have satisfaction in my 
purpose no matter what job I have or how I do in that job. 

• I am surrounded by people whose hope is in their work, the next promotion, in having kids, 
in who gets elected. They see joy coming when they get a little more money, a little more 
time, a little less worry. If only their kids would come around, their marriage would get better, 
their college would accept them, they would stop getting bullied. 

• Their hope is on things that will ALWAYS disappoint.  

• But Jesus never does. 
 

• THE GOOD NEWS IS GOOD NEWS IN EVERY SITUATION.  

• For you. For me. For those that don’t know or follow Jesus.  

• “The gospel of Christ is inherently a missionary gospel. It is a message that changes a life, 
changes a course, changes affections, changes values, changes worldview, changes love, 
changes loyalty, and should change either our giving or our going – or both. But the gospel 
cannot leave you as you are, the way you are, and where you are, or it cannot possibly be 
the gospel you have received.” (Kevin Turner) 

• If we are struggling with sharing the good news, then perhaps we need to more fully 
embrace that THE GOOD NEWS IS GOOD NEWS IN EVERY SITUATION.  

• Where do you need the good news to really be the good news in your life? 

• Where have you ignored or stepped away from the good news? 

• Where are you not believing the good news. 

• Jesus has saved us from the penalty of sin. (He has forgiven us, cleaned us up, adopted us 
into his family, given us full access to God) 

• Jesus is saving us from the power of sin. (We don’t have to sin any more. We are free from 
worry, fear, control, and the need to perform) 

• Jesus will save us from the presence of sin. (We have hope that does not depend on 
anything that happens in this world) 


