
Be a missionary where you are 

I don’t know about you guys, but I love stories.  I feel like I learn best through them too. So I 

decided to put some throughout the message today. Since some of you may not be familiar 

with me, I’ll open up with a story that explains a little about who I am, and some things I have 

experienced. 

I was born June 1987 to Art and Marianne Seifert in the small town of Pine Hill. My parents 

raised me to be in close relationship with God and showed me how to live a faith filled life. Being 

from an also very musical family, I had always had a passion for the arts and for playing music 

especially. 

During my High school years, I made friends in the local music scene, and found that there were 

many other like-minded people right here in south jersey. I found a culture and a people that I 

felt like I belonged in. I even found some clothing styles and new music that just seemed to fit 

me. I realized that not all of that was the healthiest thing for me, and at times it could consume 

me. So I broke ties with some of the unhealthy friendships and began to settle into my schooling 

and move toward a career. I stayed tied into a lot of that culture, but from a healthier distance. 

God was re-teaching me who He was and what He wanted for me. Most of all, He was teaching 

me Who I was in Him. 

Soon I would be called into a new family, you may know it as a Discipleship Family. There I 

learned my true Identity in Christ. I am loved, I am cherished, I am a son of the creator of the 

universe. Wow, how awesome and humbling. The craziest part of it all, he has a plan for me. A 

plan that has been set aside for me since the beginning of time. He wants me to “Go and Make 

disciples”. But where do I go? Who do I reach out to? 

Not a long after, I would have a band come into my studio. These are guys I had never met 

before. They were nice dudes and all, but the music they were playing wasn’t really my thing. To 

top it all off, their band logo was literally and upside down cross. Oh boy, this should be fun. As 

the day goes on, I hear them talking about how they need a second guitarist. At this point I had 

not been playing in any bands for a few years, so I was sort of in the market for a new one. A 

voice in the back of my head kept saying, “That’s you dude, you’re gona play guitar for them!”. 

After much back and forth with God I finally gave up and offered to play for them. Knowing that 

I was a Christian they felt it necessary to ask me “Not to judge them”. Well, challenge accepted. 

Now I know why I’m here, they obviously have no idea of who God really is or the love He has for 

them, and I get to show them, this really is going to be fun. 



Through the next 4 years or so I got to know these guys and their friends. I got to show them the 

love of Jesus through my life. The hardest thing with that was that they saw every action I made 

as a representation of Jesus and that sets the bar pretty high. I have definitely fallen very short 

of that more than a few times. However, I have also had them say things like, “I wish all 

Christians were more like you, we can be ourselves with you and you don’t get preachy or judjy”. 

I have had many opportunities to support them, I have even been able to pray with some of 

them. Now, they are now some of my closest and dearest friends. 

God has laid out a very clear path for me, He has equipped me with a cultural connection, a 

heart for a people, and a common interest. I am uniquely designed for this mission field. With 

God as my guide I get to serve where I already am. 

So that’s me, that is the journey so far. Out of all that I want you to focus on one part of my 

story.  

What allowed me to connect with the guys in the band? 

Because I’m in their culture, I have similar interests. I’m a musician just like them. 

Are all of those things by accident? Nope! 

Everything that makes up my person, whether it’s my love for music and art, or the friends that 

I gravitate toward, it’s all by design. 

That brings me to my main point. These things go for all of us because…… 

 

We are all uniquely designed for a specific context and place 

We all have skills and interests designed for our mission field, and we are exactly where God needs us to be. 

And the coolest thing is we get to live as missionaries, out of that design 

 

Mathew 28: 18-20 

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

When we hear the word “Go”, we automatically think we need to travel to far off continents and live in 

a mud huts to be missionaries, but as you can see in my story, I didn’t have to travel any farther than my 



home town. Some of you may find that God is calling you to go half way across the globe, to learn new 

languages and share Jesus with people that way, and that’s awesome. As for the rest of us, we need to 

recognize that there are people who need Jesus right here, right in front of us. 

Be a missionary where you are 

What are some steps we can take to become more effective 

missionaries? 

I. Dial in to God’s mission for us. 

What’s the first thing you think of when you wake up in the morning? Do you think about all the 

things you have to accomplish that day? Or maybe you’re like me and just wondering what’s for 

breakfast……. What if the first thing we thought was, where does God want me to be today? 

Who do I need to reach out to? Where can I make room in my day to be more missional. 

We have to stop looking at your day as our own, every day is a gift, and we are given that day 

because God has a plan for us to either be reached or to reach someone else. So now we’re 

thinking, OK God, I’m ready, but where do I go? Who are you calling me to reach out to? 

The trick here is, once we ask these questions we have to be listening for the answer. He speaks 

in many ways, and if you’re like me, you have your doubts about whether you’re hearing God, 

the enemy, or if you just accidentally called your friend and they’re talking to you from your 

pocket. 

Some of you may know that I recently became a Dad. Something I learned when reading about 

my developing baby, was that even in the womb, she was already starting to recognize my 

wife’s voice. She listened every day, and over time, identified the voice. She had not seen her 

mother or been held in her arms, but still she knew without a shadow of doubt, that’s her, that's 

my mom! I was so blown away by that, it got me thinking, if God is speaking to me every day, 

why don’t I recognize his voice the same way? 

Scripture shows us that God is speaking to us. Here are a few examples 

Jeremiah 33:3 – (God says) Ask me, and I will tell you remarkable secrets you do not know about 

things to come. 

Isaiah 30:21-- Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, "This is the way you 

should go," whether to the right or to the left 

He’s speaking to us all the time. Are we listening? 



If we are to be missionaries where we are we have to dial in to God’s mission for us because, 

When we recognize his voice, we can start living the way He calls us, when He calls us. 

And when we are in tune with where God is calling us, then we need to 

II. Think more intentionally. 

We need to think like Jesus in all of our relationships. 

This is it! This is the moment you have all been waiting for. This is the reason to finally dig out 

that old WWJD bracelet. 

But seriously, every conversation and every interaction with another person is a potential 

opportunity to share the love of Jesus.  Now don’t freak out, that doesn’t mean, you have to go 

around trying to force the Gospel into every conversation. Simply being available, or listening to 

people when they speak is a great way to show love to people. If someone expresses a need or 

difficulty in their life, don’t be afraid to offer to pray for or even with them. Show that you’re 

really listening and care for them by asking questions, and checking back in. 

Now, all of this is assuming you have good relationships with these people, but the fact is, not 

everyone in these circles are people we really want to go out of our way for all the time. Some 

people just bug you, some people are condescending and rude. You may have even had a bad 

experience in the past with someone directly and now don’t speak, maybe even with someone 

you see on a regular basis. Well guess what, these people are still dearly loved by God and they 

qualify for the same grace that we receive every day. So don’t go crossing them off your list just 

yet. In fact, I would encourage you to pursue them first. 

I heard a great quote recently, “People don’t care how much you know, until they know how 

much you care” Soak that idea in for a second 

So think more intentionally because, 

When we think like Jesus, our relationships will grow 

But Thinking more intentionally isn’t enough on its own, we also need to 

III. Act more intentionally 

As missionaries, we are ambassadors for Christ. 

For those of you who may not be familiar with that word  



Ambassador: an authorized messenger or representative. 

How many of you have ever represented something/someone before? Perhaps for work purposes, 

maybe a product or brand? 

That’s quite a weight to carry, right? 

You feel like you are under the microscope and have to be your best self. The last thing you want is 

someone shying away because of something you did or said.  

So why don’t we see being an ambassador for Christ the same way? If we spend our time keeping to 

ourselves and not living intentionally, no one will see or experience the love of Christ through our lives. 

If we are rude, unloving, or offensive, no one will want anything to do with us or the God we represent. 

Actions really do speak louder than words, and when we act in a way that hurts people or doesn’t 

promote love, we send a bad message, not only for ourselves but the God we represent. 

How can we know if we are sending the right message?  

God gave us a list of things to help us with just that. They are called the fruits of the spirit. These fruits of 

the spirit are sort of the measuring tool for our relationship with Christ. They are also attributes of God’s 

character. When we are in healthy relationship with God these things will then become attributes of our 

character. 

What are some examples of the fruits of the spirit? Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness 

Great! So what do those look like? How do we live those out? 

Here are some definitions to help us understand what these attributes look like 

Be loving – affectionate concern for the wellbeing of others 

Be Joyful -- the emotion of great delight 

Be at Peace – a state of tranquility or serenity 

Be Patient – quiet steady perseverance, even tempered  

Be Kind – mild, gentle, considerate or helpful 

Be full of Goodness -- moral excellence; virtuous 

Be Faithful – true to one’s word, or promises 

I know, that’s a tall order, and we won’t live up to it, all the time. We’re Human, we’re flawed. But God 

gave us the amazing gift of grace, so we don’t have to. All He asks is that we continually pursue these 

attributes, and apply them to our lives. 



 Truth be told, as Christ followers, we are in fact under the microscope, and as scary as that sounds, we 

should welcome it. God calls us to a higher standard of living, and He also calls us to be a light to the 

world. So let’s live it loud for everyone to see. Our actions alone can carry the message of Jesus. 

So Act Intentionally because, 

When we apply The Gospel to our actions, we build disciples.  

Let’s sum it all up: 

 If we are going to Be missionaries where we are, we have to first recognize that 

We are all uniquely designed for a specific context and place 

Then to live out of that design we need to: 

1 Dial in to God’s mission for us 

When we recognize his voice, we can start living the way He calls us, when He calls us. 

2 Think more intentionally 

When we think like Jesus, our relationships will grow 

3 Act intentionally  

When we apply The Gospel to our actions, we make disciples.  

So what does that look like for you? How can you live out of your design? 

Maybe you’re thinking, I don’t really have time, I don’t have any opportunities in my day to day 

life. 

Here are some examples of where we can be missionaries. Consider people in your: 

• Geography or community (where you live, in your town or neighborhood) 

• Interests, hobbies, likes and dislikes (teams, bands or events) 

• Work or daily routines (store or office, people we wouldn’t otherwise connect with) 

• Culture – people of like mind (clubs and other organizations) 

 

Homework: 



Who stands out in your mind as someone you want to show Jesus to? 

Some of you have tons of unsaved friends you want to reach, but the fact remains that though 

the harvest is plenty, the workers are still few. So I want to encourage you to focus your efforts. 

Find one or two people who are “leaning in” to your life. People who want to be an active in 

your life or already are. Make some intentional moves to take those relationships deeper. Look 

for opportunities to show them the love of Jesus. 

On the flip side we have some people here that are more introverted and may only have one or 

two unsaved friends. So to you I would ask you to consider, what’s next with them? Where do 

you see God trying to take these relationships?  

And of course some of us simply don’t have any friends outside of the church. So you have the 

easiest part. Go find some, make some intentional relationships with non-believers. Go to a 

game or show with them, set up a hangout night.  

Be a missionary where you are 

We are all uniquely designed for our mission field 

So let’s start living that out together 


