
(Portions of this topic were used from NorthPoint Community Church) 
 

• There was a survey in 2015 called the "Stress in America" survey. It is a survey done yearly 
by the American Psychological Association. 

• It showed that stress about money and finances is prevalent all over our country, even as 
aspects of the U.S. economy have improved. The #1 stress inducer in the study was money. 
The report found that: 

• 72% of adults report feeling stressed about money at least some of the time and 26% 
percent of adults report feeling stressed about money most or all of the time. 22% say that 
they experience extreme stress about money. 

• Significant sources of money-related stress reported by Americans include paying for 
unexpected expenses, paying for essentials, and saving for retirement. 

• 32% of adults say that their finances or lack of money prevent them from living a healthy 
lifestyle. 

• 71% say having more money would make them happier 

• Yet 80% have confidence in their ability to manage their money. 
 

• This is why we are taking three weeks to talk about generosity (we are in week two). 

• Jesus told us that generosity leads to a better life. It strikes right at the heart of all those 
fears. He said: “Happy is the person whose life is oriented around giving rather than 
receiving.” 

• We saw last week that generosity is not haphazard, spontaneous giving. Rather it is 
premeditated, calculated and we saw that anyone can be generous – the amount you have 
or make is not the determining factor, it is your heart. 

 

• We saw last week that generosity is not natural. Our hearts are inclined the other direction. 
Jesus knew this. He saw it in people. He encountered people struggle with wanting to have 
enough. To have more. To be comfortable. To want more stuff and more money. 

• We can be generous. We simply need to learn how. There’s a lot at stake, because 
GENEROUS PEOPLE ARE CONTENTED PEOPLE. 

 

• One time while he was teaching, this issue came up. 
Luke 12:13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”  

• We don’t know who this man was or what the details of his grievance were, but he wanted 
Jesus to help him get what was his. There was some amount of money and possessions on 
the line. 

• He asks Jesus to help him get it. 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 

• Jesus was not going to get pulled into this. He told the man, “This is not why I am here. I am 
not here to deliberate and decide who is right and who is wrong, and who gets what.”  

• What Jesus did do was use this teachable moment.  
15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 
consist in an abundance of possessions.”  

• Be on your guard against greed. Just like we have a tendency to see ourselves as 
generous, we also don’t see ourselves as greedy. Greed is hard to see in the mirror.  

• It can creep up on you. You have to be consistently watching for it. 

• Life is more important than material things. Our happiness and comfort do not depend upon 
our having a great deal of the wealth of this world. 



• Most Americans feel financial pressure because we haven’t learned to be generous. 

• Often what keeps us from generosity is the fact that we live in the crazy cycle. What is the 
crazy cycle? I borrowed this from Northpoint Community Church in Atlanta – loved it. 

• 1. Worry. For an average American, will I have enough to retire, to get a house, to buy a 
ring, to get out of debt, etc?  

• 2. What do about that worry is we spend more or equal to what we make. We spend all we 
get. Will we have enough – we spend more. 

• 3. Which leads us to end up in debt. Car debt, consumer debt, credit card debt. 

• 4. This leads us to have no margin. This is something to worry about, so it leads us back to 
worry. 

• The problem with this cycle is that it is focused on me! I am worried about future 
consumption, which leads me to consume more than I can afford, which leads to consumer 
debt, which leaves me with no margin for future consumption.  

• If I asked you a question, how much more money would you need before you did not spend 
more than you make? How much money before you stopped getting in debt? How much 
money before you had some margin? How much money before you stopped worrying? 

• 10%? 15%? 25%? The answer is more than you will ever get all at once. Because the issue 
is a heart issue. It is an issue of self-control, of self-discipline, of CONTENTMENT. 

• This is crazy. Most westerners live here. 

• “The trouble is that too many people are spending money they haven't yet earned for things 
they don't need to impress people they don't like.” (Unknown) 

• More money does not generate more self-control, more discipline or more contentment. If 
you are young and get this, you will be so much better off when you are older. 

• Greed is the belief that if I can only get enough money, I can be safe and secure. But the 
truth is that greed always leads to worry and discontentment. 

• Jesus knew this so he decided to tell the crowd a parable, which is simply a made up story 
to make a point. 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 
harvest.  

• The rich got richer. He was already rich and he had a bumper crop. He did not necessarily 
control it – but his farms, his land, his estates, did amazingly well. He did really, really well. 

• His response to all this wealth was to do what he always did. 
17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18 “Then he said, 
‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my 
surplus grain.  

• He tore down perfectly good barns so that he could build bigger ones. That’s crazy isn’t it? 
We wouldn’t do something like that. 

• We wouldn’t get rid of a fridge to get a better one. Sell a perfectly good vehicle to get a nicer 
one. Move from my current house to a larger one in a nicer area. 

19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry.” ’  

• There was no thought for anyone other than himself. He was taking care of me. This money 
was for his life, his enjoyment and his security. We might call him a good money manager. 
God calls him a fool. Not because he was rich, but because he wasn’t rich towards God. 

I. GENEROUS PEOPLE REJECT THE CONSUMPTION ASSUMPTION. 

• The consumption assumption is this: If it comes to me, it’s for me. 

• Whatever comes into my hands is for me to spend it. For me to use it. 

• This rich man is entirely focused on himself. Note how many times the word “I” is used. 



• “What shall I do?”. “I have no place . . .” “This is what I’ll do.” “I will . . .” “I will store.” “I’ll say 
to myself.” 

• His very question to himself reflects his preoccupation with himself. His assumption was that 
this wealth was his to save now to consume later. His purpose was to make himself more 
comfortable, to take care of his life and his family. 

• You’ve all seen the bumper sticker that says, He who dies with the most toys, wins! 

• Most financial angst is the result of wanting what we can’t get, NOT needing what we don’t 
have. 

Dr. Karl Menninger, a famous American psychiatrist once asked a very wealthy patient, "What 
on earth are you going to do with all of your money?"  
The patient replied, a bit reluctantly, "Just worry about it, I suppose." 
Well, Menninger went on, "Do you get that much pleasure out of worrying about it?"  
"No," replied the patient, "but I get such terror when I think of giving some of it to somebody 
else." 

• Generous people don’t assume it’s theirs to consume and IT MAKES THEM CONTENTED 

PEOPLE. 

• Jesus continued with his story. This rich man had all these plans. All these dreams. He was 
going to be safe and secure. 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you.  

• God said: “Your problem is that you’ve got stuff, but you’ve run out of time.” 
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’  

• Do you know who will get what you have when you die? Someone else! 

• We see the accumulation of stuff. Most of us have garages, sheds, attics that are filled with 
our stuff. We don’t use it. We never even look at it. But it’s ours. 

• God said that when you arrange your life like this it is a total loss. Worthless. No point. 

• And to make his point stronger, he says: 
21 “This is how it will be with whoever (People then. People throughout history. People now. 
You. Me.) stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 

• Whoever lives this way ends up with a life that is pointless. We live as fools. 

II. GENEROUS PEOPLE THINK LIKE MANAGERS, NOT OWNERS. 

• The rich man thought it was his to use. He owned it. It was his. And so he planned 
accordingly.  

• But here’s the thing: if it can be taken away, you never really owned it anyway. 

• If you can’t control where it ultimately goes, you are just a manager. 

• Since it’s all going to be taken away, why would you miss the opportunity to give it away. 

• We are to be rich towards God. I have heard preachers talk about this being generous to 
God with our energy, time, etc. Those are true, but what Jesus is talking about is rich 
towards God with your money! 

• If you want to show love to me, one of the best ways you can show love for me is by loving 
those who matter to me. Those who love my wife, love my kids, they love me. 

• God says: “When you are rich towards those I love the most, you are rich towards me. If you 
want to love me, love the people I love.” 

• GENEROUS PEOPLE ARE CONTENTED PEOPLE because they treat their money and 
possessions like they are managers of it, not owners or simply consumers of it. 

• And what seems almost paradoxical is that generosity crushes greed. Being generous kills 
greed and as a result: 



III. GENEROUS PEOPLE ARE FREE OF WORRY. 

• When Jesus is done telling this story, he begins to teach immediately about worry, because 
there is a connection between generosity and worry. 

29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the 
pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek 
his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for 
your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  

• Stop worrying. Don’t trust in riches. Trust in the one who richly provides. You need to trust 
God. Stop relying on your money for happiness and security. Instead, trust that God will 
provide your needs. 

• And because our hearts are so deceptive, Jesus tells them how to practice trusting God. 
33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear 
out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

• If you want to stop worrying about your money. If you want to be rich towards God. If you 
want to show that you trust God, be generous! 

• When our focus is on our stuff, we will never have enough. 

• But when we become generous, we find freedom.  

• This is because generosity is not a matter of money. Freedom for worry is not about money. 
Having contentment is not about a certain amount of money. 

 

• GENEROUS PEOPLE ARE CONTENTED PEOPLE because they don’t assume their 
money is theirs to consumer. Rather, the treat their money and possessions like they are 
managers of it, not owners or simply consumers of it. 

• 2000 years ago Jesus looked a man who wanted to get his share, who wanted his stuff, and 
laid it all on the line. 

• You don’t want to live this life worrying all the time. 

• You don’t want to live this life in pursuit of what money will never get you. 

• You don’t want to wear yourself out on something that doesn’t matter. 

• And you really don’t want to get to the end of your life and find out that all that was a total 
loss. 

• All because we had not chosen to be rich towards God. 
 

• We need to get off the crazy cycle. It’s killing us. It is stopping our joy. It is keeping us from 
contentment. It will lead us towards a life that God says is an utter waste. 

• Instead, what if we began to live as generous people. What if we reoriented our lives around 
giving rather than receiving? 

• What if our first question when we got a raise was not “what can I now buy?”, but “how can I 
help others?” 

• What if we reduced what we consumed so we could get out of debt so that we had margin to 
help others? 

• People would look at us and call us crazy. But that is the crazy that Jesus invites us to. 

• Crazy enough to actually live like Jesus is in control. Crazy enough to be generous with all 
we have. Crazy enough to live a different kind of crazy. The kind of crazy that lead us to be 
generous. The kind of crazy that leaves us unworried and contented. 

• Maybe, just maybe, that kind of crazy is worth it. 


