
• Three weeks ago the Powerball lottery hit an all-time high. No one won the jackpot for 
weeks on end. Lottery fever gripped much of this country. 

• People who never buy tickets bought tickets. 
• People who buy 2 or 3 were now buying 20-30. 
• People were pooling their money to buy tickets at work. 
• In some states, there were between $750K – 1MM sold every hour. 
• I did something I have never done in my entire life. My brother from Canada called me and 

told me that people from his work wanted me to buy them $40 worth of tickets that they 
would reimburse me for, since they would not buy them in that country. 

• We drove around to 3 different places to even find out where you buy lottery tickets. 
• All to find the tickets that would cause nothing buy headaches if they won. 
• All this despite odds of close to 1 in 300 million for winning. It would be like taking every 

person in the United States and putting their name in a giant hat and someone climbing into 
this massive pile of paper and grabbing one name and it was yours. 

• I won’t even ask how many people here bought tickets. 
• If you had won, what would you do with it? Would you spend it, give it away? Help others? 

Yes to all of the above? Would it cause you to be generous? 
• As far as I am aware, nobody here won! 
 
• For many of us, the word we most associate with money = worry. 
• It is the topic couples fight about more than any other topic. 
• This is true regardless of the amount of money we make or have. 
• I wanted to teach something in the next few weeks that I believe can have a huge impact on 

our lives. Something that can directly change the money = worry equation. 
• The problem with teaching about it is that most of us think this is something we already 

know how to do or something we are. 
• So at the risk of offending all or you, I want to teach about how to be generous. I am not 

teaching about how to give (we all know how to give) or how to tithe. In fact, giving can 
mask a lack of generosity. No, my goal is much bigger than that. I want to learn how to be 
generous. 

• I was taught to give. I was taught to give 10% of all the money I made away. Form the time I 
was little with my paper delivery route, my parents helped me learn this. It was a great 
teaching for which I am thankful because it carried into adulthood. We still practice it today. 

• A problem cropped up though. I had a way of thinking that went something like this: “I will 
give God 10%. It’s more than most people do. It makes me feel good to do it (most of the 
time) and the other 90% is mine to save or spend my way. 

• Every time I got a raise or a promotion, the amount we gave went up, and so did the amount 
I got to spend on myself. Good deal all the way around. God benefits. I benefit. 

• God began to get my attention increasingly. I still remember it. Winning an award. Pool 
table. God asked if I would be willing to give it away instead. 

• What about the other 90%? Are you willing to use that money for me? Will you give it away? 
Will you help people with it? 

• I began to realize that I was not as generous as I thought I was. 
 
• Generosity is not natural. You know this if you have had kids. You have to teach them to 

share. They naturally hoard their stuff, don’t want to give any of it away. 
• "By nature, the concept of generosity is in direct conflict with the concept of self-

preservation!” (Andy Stanley) 



• What IS natural in our culture is to spend more than we make, pay interest on things that 
reduce in value as soon as we take possession of them. 

• If generosity is not natural, then we have to learn it. 
• Perhaps I have offended everyone now. You don’t know me. I am generous. I remember 

that time I totally was generous and helped that person out. 
• Yet most of us are NOT generous. 
• We don’t feel rich, but we are. 
• We feel generous, but we aren’t. 
• The logical question is “Why is this important? Why do I need to learn to be generous? I’m 

good how I am.” 
• Because A GENEROUS LIFE IS A BETTER LIFE. 
 
• So here is where we are going. I want to look at what generosity is and isn’t, and then look 

at why you should care. So stick with me. 
• This is not talking about time, energy, relationships. This is not about being generous with all 

that. This is about being generous with your stuff. Your money. We are going to be talking 
about $$. 

• If we are going to learn to be generous people, we need to know what it looks like. 
• To help us, I am going to a little story, only 4 verses long, from the book of Mark. 
• This happened during the last week of Jesus life. He had come into the city on a donkey 

with all the crowds cheering for him. He was within days of those same crowds turning on 
him and demanding his death. He was so close to being betrayed and killed. 

• He wanted to reinforce the important things. The things that he thought were crucial. The 
things that would change the lives of the disciples. In the middle of this so important week, 
there is an event that almost seems out of place. 

Mark 12:41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.  

• This happened in the outer part of the temple, and there were 13 trumpet shaped 
receptacles for people to put their offerings in. You could see them if you sat and watched. 

Many rich people threw in large amounts.  

• Big coins, bags of coins, made more sound when they went in. Some would put them in a 
little more forcefully so that it was apparent how much they put in. Heavy coins made more 
sound. Slamming it down. Making a point. 

42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.  

• This was a small amount. There was actually no currency smaller in circulation at that time 
in that country. 

• But Jesus saw it. It was significant. It was important enough for him to call his disciples over. 
In the midst of the fighting with the religious leaders, his impending death, and everything 
else. It mattered enough as a teaching moment that he called his disciples over. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into 
the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, 
put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

• This woman was more generous than all the others. The translation can even be interpreted 
as more than all the others combined. Either way, her sacrifice and generosity was 
significant. It mattered to Jesus. 

• In bringing attention to this woman, Jesus clears up some misconceptions about generosity. 

I. GENEROSITY IS PREMEDITATED AND INTENTIONAL. 

• Generosity is not random acts of giving. It is not spontaneously giving. 



• These are good but they are not generosity. 
• This widow did not walk into the temple and check her pockets to see what was there. 
• She was giving the money she would buy groceries with, her dinner. It was what she had to 

live on. 
• To do this requires a deliberate act. Specific thoughts. Planning. She knew what she was 

doing. 
• Giving to fundraisers, to help that person down the street or support in that emergency are 

good, but does not make us generous 
• Spontaneous is good. I hope you keep doing it. But it does not make you generous. 
• Good speakers or leaders can persuade you, inspire you or guilt you into giving. 
• That’s why this series is not about giving. This is not about tithing. 
• Generosity transcends these. Generous people are actually less emotional, less 

spontaneous and more strategic with their money. 
• Generous people can actually say no to things without feeling guilty because they have 

already thought about it. They have decided how to give away their money. 

II. GENEROSITY IS CACULATED. 

• This widow could have so easily decided that what she had was necessary for her and she 
would give when there was some extra. 

• She could have decided that her giving was determined by what was available and those 
two pennies were definitely not available. 

• Yet she decided to give. She calculated that she was going to give those pennies. 
• Generosity is not determined by cash flow. 
• The thought goes like this: “When I have more, I will be more generous. When I get a raise I 

will be more generous. When I win the lottery. When I pay off my car. When the kids are 
through school.” 

• Even when we don’t think this way consciously, we often act like this. What is in my pocket? 
Is it right after payday?  

• When I have it at the beginning of the month I am more generous than when things are tight. 
If I just had some more cash flow, I would be more generous.  

• The reality is that generous people are consistently generous. 
• They decide to be generous. They decide what it looks like.  
• It is not conditional. It is not dependent. This is important, because the other thing we learn 

is that: 

III. GENEROSITY IS NOT DETERMINED BY QUANTITY. 

• Have you ever heard someone say “that was such a generous gift”? 
• Not necessarily. 
• The amount given does not = generosity. 
• You can give a lot and not be generous.  
• The amount this widow gave was equal to approx. 1/64 of a day’s wages. 
• Miniscule. Small. Irrelevant. It did not allow them to add a new wing to the temple or pay for 

the kids to go to camp. 
• Yet Jesus said that this woman was more generous than all the others. 
• Because the issue with generosity is always one of the heart. 
• It is one of commitment. It is one of sacrifice. It is recognizing that we are never the owner of 

our stuff, simply the managers. We are going to talk about this at length next week. 
• We can fool ourselves into thinking we are generous. You might be giving 10% tithe and not 

be a generous person. 



• Catch what I am saying and not saying here. Since generosity is not determined by amount, 
it is not an excuse to give less, keep your money, say that because you serve, spend time at 
the church building or teach kids that this makes up for what you don’t give.  

• Jesus is simply highlighting that generosity is not the same amount for everyone.  
• I dare say that none of us can say to God, “Oh, I am blowing the doors off on generosity. I’m 

good. In fact, I should back it off a bit.” 
• The reality is that everyone can be generous. 
• There is often an assumption that rich people are more generous. Rich people are not more 

generous. 
• Rich people are rich. Generous people are generous. 
• There is no correlation between the amount of money you have and whether you are 

generous. Because generosity is not primarily about money. 
• There are rich people who are generous and those who are not. There are poor people who 

are generous and those who are not. There are middle class who are generous and those 
who are not. 

• This is so big because A GENEROUS LIFE IS A BETTER LIFE. 
 
• There is a famous verse that people use all the time, whether they believe in Jesus or not. 

Many don’t even know it comes from Jesus. 
• We find it in the book of Acts. An account of the acts of the disciples and early church. 
• In this one section, Paul is traveling back to Jerusalem. He meets his good friends from the 

church in the city of Ephesus. It is dramatic. It is heart wrenching because he will never see 
them again. He gives them his last words.  

Acts 20:33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that 
these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my companions. 35 In 
everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

• Many of us have used this phrase. Someone thanks us for a gift and we say, “well, it’s better 
to give than to receive.” Of course, growing up I kind of liked the receiving.  

• This doesn’t mean when you give you will feel good. 
• It is not a reference to a moment in time, but a way of living. The entire context of this 

statement is about how Paul lived while with them. 
• It is not about giving of his time and energy. It is clearly about stuff. About money. 
• It doesn’t mean that when we give, we get. It does not mean that when we are generous 

and give God gives us back $10 for every $1 we give. 
• The word blessed literally means happy.  
• Happy is the person who life is ordered around giving rather than receiving. 
• You know this intuitively. The generous people we meet are joyful people. You have never 

met a miserable generous person. 
• Jesus said that if you make generosity a priority, orient your life around it, live according to a 

lifestyle of generosity, you will be happier. 
• A GENEROUS LIFE IS A BETTER LIFE. More joy. More peace. More contentment. 
• Can you imagine if the word that came to your mind first when you thought of money was 

not worry, but joy? 
• When we become generous, we will give more, we will actually save more, we will consume 

less, and according to Jesus, we will have a better life. 
 
• This is what we desire. In the middle of the rat race, we want more happiness. More peace. 

More contentment. There is a reason to learn to be generous. 



• Those that are closest to Jesus should be more willing to be generous with our money than 
anyone else, but just go ask a waiter or waitress if the religious are generous! 

• When you free your money, you free yourself from your money. 
• A GENEROUS LIFE IS A BETTER LIFE. 
 
• Imagine you have an account filled with all the $ you wasted (you define wasted) over the 

past 5 years (10 years if you are over 40). 
• Whatever that looks like to you. For many of us it will be hundreds, for most, thousands. 
• You all of a sudden have all that money, but the rule is that you cannot spend any of it on 

yourself, you have to give it away in the next 12 months. 
• It would be so much fun, wouldn’t it? 
• Person needs help – Boom! You got it. 
• Support this thing. Help this person over here. 
• Question: Why not start today? 
• Becoming generous people. I want this for me. For you. Not because I am trying to get more 

money or guilt you into giving, but because according to Jesus, A GENEROUS LIFE IS A 

BETTER LIFE. 


