
• Let me recap the journey so far. If you need to catch up, the entire series is on the Hope 
Chapel website. 

• We are going through this series because most, if not all, people who claim to follow God 
want to experience more of God. Life can be difficult. Decisions can be confusing and 
challenging. We want to hear God regularly. Most of us want to be done with worry, 
depression, and experience his joy and comfort. Most want to be able to have an impact on 
others, on our kids, on our families. We would even like to see God do supernatural things in 
and around and through us. There is something that ultimately doesn’t satisfy about just 
going through life, going through the motions, and doing it our way. 

• What we discovered is that every person can experience more of God. 

• We experience God by joining him in his work because he is always at work. 

• The reason that God invites us to join him in what he is doing is because God is pursuing a 
love relationship with me that is real and personal. 

• God speaks. He is not trying to be mysterious. We are then led to two different turning 
points. 

• First, when God speaks to me, it leads to a crisis of belief. What do I really believe about 
God? Do I really think he is who he says he is? Do I think he will do what he says he will do? 

• Second, when God speaks, I then need to make adjustments and obey what God is leading 
me in, whether in actions, attitude, circumstances or the like. 

 

• Whew. Why should I live this way? It seems like a lot of work. 

• The argument that I should do all this because God told me to and he is God and I am not, 
is true, but isn’t a whole of comfort and doesn’t inspire long term change. 

• Doing this simply because the cost of not doing it is too high is also true, but is vague and in 
the future. 

• If I really put the energy in to hear him, if I spent time and energy doing it, I would be some 
kind of monk. 

• And if I went so far as to adjust my life to him and obey, he would cause me to do things I 
don’t want to do, go places I don’t want to go, and make me totally uncomfortable. 

• And so, we reason, I will follow Jesus but we hold back, perhaps in certain areas, perhaps 
overall, because I don’t believe God can do what he says, or it will be worse then where I 
am now. 

• My life is OK right now. It’s manageable. I know what I am getting. 
 

• Sometimes, when I read the stories of the Bible it causes me to wonder. 

• Every time someone adjusted to God, they had problems. Troubles. They didn’t always 
have a lot of success in their endeavors. 

• Here’s the thing, friends, EXPERIENCING GOD ALWAYS MOVES ME TOWARD 
SOMETHING BETTER. 

• Pursuing God, listening to him, adjusting my life and obeying him . . . it is always worth it. 
 

• This is illustrated well in the life of Peter. Familiar guy. A pillar in the early church? Someone 
we read about 2,000 years later? How did he become that way? 

Luke 5:1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding 
around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there 
by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught 
the people from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 
deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard 
all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When 



they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So 
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled 
both boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees 
and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were 
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will 
fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.  

• Peter heard God speak. Peter adjusted his life to what God was already doing. Peter 
obeyed. Peter experienced God. 

• EXPERIENCING GOD ALWAYS MOVES ME TOWARD SOMETHING BETTER. 

• Observations: 

I. God can produce amazing results through anyone. 
• Peter was not someone who you would think was an amazing spiritual leader of men. 

• He was not as educated as some. He was a guy who in today’s terms had his GED and 
went to work. He was a simple guy. 

• That did not matter to Jesus. What mattered was what he did when he spoke. 

• Don’t miss this. What makes you most useful in God’s kingdom is your obedience, not your 
talents.  

• It was this guy who Jesus later said, “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my church.” 
It was this Peter who preached in front of thousands. It was this same Peter who healed a 
lame beggar. It was this same Peter who was delivered from prison by an angel. 

• God can use the smallest of most insignificant of us to do whatever he wants. In fact, he 
delights in doing this. 

• So regardless of how much money you have, what you look like, what your past is like or 
how many talents you think you have, God can use you. 

• Where you work . . . God can do amazing things. 

• Where you live . . . God can change people. 

• In your family . . . God can do new and wonderful things. 

• When I pursue God, listen and then adjust and obey, I grow in confidence. I grow in security. 

• This is true of our church as well. 

• Our church of 150 people could literally change this part of our world and influence things far 
beyond us. Our impact could far outstrip our size and abilities, if we but listen, adjust and 
obey. 

• EXPERIENCING GOD ALWAYS MOVES ME TOWARD SOMETHING BETTER. 

II. God takes responsibility for the work. 
• Peter and his brothers had worked all night. 

• They had fished the best they knew how. They had gone without sleep. They had physically 
exerted themselves. They had done all they could do. They were exhausted and had very 
little to show for it. In fact, he told Jesus they had caught nothing! 

• Then Jesus gets involved. He told them to go out and try again – at a time of day when 
everyone knew no fish would be caught. 

• It would be like me watching someone work on a car engine. I know nothing. I know that 
there is a spot for oil and maybe some windshield washer fluid. I am watching someone try 
to fix an engine. He has it mostly apart and is trying to diagnose. I say to him, “Why don’t 
you just use a different key?” 

• Jesus instructions made about as much sense. 



• This is so often the pattern we have when we experience God. He speaks to us. We feel like 
our actions are counter intuitive. It goes against our ideas. We are uncomfortable with it. We 
don’t want to do it. It doesn’t even make sense. 

• All the time, God is saying to me, “Trust me.” 

• My only responsibility is listening, adjusting and obeying. God is responsible for the work. If 
we really get this, it leads to so much freedom. 

• Most of our worry and depression is because we are so concerned about controlling things 
that we cannot control or making things happen the way we want them to do. 

• Jesus said it this way: 
Mark 4:26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 
does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the 
harvest has come.” 

• God does all the fruit making. We get to work with him, but he does the work. 

• I gain freedom. I can worry less. I can risk more.  

• EXPERIENCING GOD ALWAYS MOVES ME TOWARD SOMETHING BETTER. 

III.  We get a front row seat to see God do amazing things. 
• When God is doing something and he speaks, he is inviting us to adjust and obey. 

• I would love to have been in the boat when Peter and his brothers followed Jesus’ 
instructions. 

• Picture the results. All of a sudden the water was teeming with fish. They were splashing 
everywhere. They began to pull in the nets. They began to see the enormity of their catch. 
They signal the other boat to come help. There were so many fish both boats begin to sink 
under the weight of it. It was absolutely mind blowing. It was so amazing. Peter got to see 
this up front. 

• There is something entirely different from watching a roller coaster from the ground and 
riding it. Reading about it is one thing – experiencing it is another. 

• Those who don’t pursue God, don’t listen, or refuse to adjust when they hear him, will 
forever remain on the ground and will hear other people’s stories of amazing things, of 
tremendous growth, or supernatural encounters. 

• God’s affirmation often happens after we adjust and obey, not before. It is only after we 
listen and do, that we fully experience God. 

• You don’t experience God on this side of obedience. If Peter had blown Jesus off and said 
he would do it the next day, he never would have experienced God. 

• The result is I begin to live from my real identity. 

• It fundamentally altered the course of his life. His reaction was different than ours. It was not 
a celebration of their good fortune. He was not high fiving his brothers. 

• Rather, he walked up to Jesus and fell on his face at his feet and told Jesus to leave 
because he was overwhelmed at his own sinfulness and Jesus’ power and holiness. 

• His experience with God affected him deeply. And in that moment, Jesus affirmed him and 
called him to a greater purpose than just making a living and going through life like he 
always did. 

• From now on, you will fish for people. 

• You cannot encounter God and not be changed. You cannot experience him and not be 
overwhelmed by him. It will be amazing and you will want more because there is nothing like 
it. 

• EXPERIENCING GOD ALWAYS MOVES ME TOWARD SOMETHING BETTER. 



• Seeing God work is great, but we also: 

IV. We get to participate in a multitude of blessings. 
• Consider Peter’s life after this encounter. 

• He got to travel with Jesus. He saw him perform the most amazing miracles anyone had 
ever seen. He got to hear teaching that was powerful and unique. He got to be a part of a 
small group of men that Jesus poured his life into. He was coached and trained.  

• But he also got to be part of being persecuted. Insulted. Criticized. 

• He watched his friend be killed, was totally disheartened, saw him rise from the dead and 
ascend to heaven. He experienced the Holy Spirit speaking through him and encountered 
opposition from the powerful. He was beaten and whipped. He was threatened. He was 
imprisoned. He was one night away from execution. 

• He faced internal dissension in the church. He had the burden of leadership. And in the end, 
he was crucified upside down for following Jesus. 

• That doesn’t sound like much fun. 

• And in fact, this is what trips a lot of us up. If I listen and adjust to Jesus, this is the kind of 
life I am going to have. Miserable. We’d rather stay with our current state of affairs. I don’t 
want to give up everything fun to live like that. 

• Yet Peter never saw it that way. Towards the end of his life, he wrote two letters to God’s 
people. In these two letters, we get a picture of the blessings of listening to God, adjusting 
and then obeying. 

• I am part of God’s family. (1:2) 

• I have peace. (1:2) 

• I have hope for the future instead of despair. (1:3) 

• My eternal future as secure and it is amazing. (1:4) 

• I live with joy that is glorious. (1:8) 

• My past has been redeemed. (1:18) 

• I get to taste the goodness of God. (2:3) 

• I have tremendous purpose and significance. (2:5) 

• I live as part of the royal priesthood. (2:9) 

• I make an impact on others. (2:12,15) 

• I can live with self-confidence. (3:4) 

• I can relate to others with humility, love and compassion. (3:8) 

• I am strengthened to do difficult things. (4:11) 

• I will receive a crown of glory. (5:4) 

• I don’t need to be anxious. (5:7) 

• God will make me strong, firm and steadfast. (5:10) 

• I have access to his divine power for living this life. (1:3) 

• I live in freedom. (2:19) 

• I get to partake of the new heaven and new earth. (3:13)  

• This is Peter’s description of a life where we hear God speak, adjust our lives to him and 
obey. I would sign up for this kind of life. 

 

• When I listen to God’s voice. When I get to know him. When I adjust your life to him and 
obey. When I live this way, I will come to know him in a way that will bring rejoicing to my 
life. 

• I will come to know God in a new and more intimate way. I will begin to experience him 
deeply. When other people see me experiencing God, they will want to experience him too. 

 



• EXPERIENCING GOD ALWAYS MOVES ME TOWARD SOMETHING BETTER. 

• When Jesus sent out the 72 disciples to preach and teach like he had shown them, the 
experienced God in a new way for the first time. 

• He was thrilled. When his followers listened, adjusted and obeyed, it brought him great joy. 

• In doing so, they experienced God in a way that was closed to many people who were 
unwilling to do so. 

 

• “Far better is to dare mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by 
failure, than to take rank those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much because 
they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory nor defeat.” (Teddy Roosevelt) 

• What a sad life that reaches the end that never took the risk of listening to God and then 
acting on it. 

• May we never be people who do not live with a standing “Yes” to our Savior. 
 

• So here’s my challenge to you and to me as we conclude this series. 

• Make knowing God personally your highest priority. Do the hard work of relationship. It is the 
single most important thing you will ever do while you are alive. 

• Practice listening for his voice. If you don’t hear anything new, then practice obeying what 
you already know. 

• When he speaks, take a deep breath and adjust and obey. 

• You can grow in confidence and security. 

• You can gain freedom. 

• You can live from our real identity. 

• You can know God more deeply and intimately than you do now 
Ephesians 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know 
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 


