
• Let me recap the journey so far. If you need to catch up, each week the message and notes 
from the message are on the Hope Chapel website. Also, as a teaser, we will be unveiling 
the new Hope Chapel website shortly, hopefully in November. 

• We are going through this series because most, if not all, people who claim to follow God 
want to experience more of God. Life can be difficult. Decisions can be confusing and 
challenging. We want to hear God regularly. Most of us want to be done with worry, 
depression, and experience his joy and comfort. Most want to be able to have an impact on 
others, on our kids, on our families. We would even like to see God do supernatural things in 
and around and through us. There is something that ultimately doesn’t satisfy about just 
going through life, going through the motions, and doing it our way. 

• What we discovered is that every person can experience more of God. 

• We experience God by joining him in his work because he is always at work. 

• The reason that God invites us to join him in what he is doing is because God is pursuing a 
love relationship with me that is real and personal. 

• So God speaks. He is not trying to be mysterious. 

• What we saw two weeks ago was that when God speaks, it leads to a crisis of belief. A 
turning point. A decision. What do I really believe about God? Do I really think he is who he 
says he is? Do I think he will do what he says he will do? 

• A crisis of belief always will always lead to action. Our response in that moment of invitation 
is crucial to experiencing God and I want to explore this a bit further this morning. 

 

• There is a principle at work when it comes to experiencing God and it is this: WE CANNOT 
STAY WHERE WE ARE AND GO WITH GOD AT THE SAME TIME. 

• It is impossible to follow God without making any major adjustments in our lives. Many of 
you have done this, are in the process of doing this or are facing the decision. 

• It is not a one-time thing, but an ongoing, regular part of experiencing God.  
 

• If the crisis of belief, where we must decide what we really believe about God, is our first 
critical turning point, this is usually the second. 

• If we want to experience God, if we want that relationship to change us and continue to 
change us, then; 

I. When God speaks, we will have to make adjustments. 
• WE CANNOT STAY WHERE WE ARE AND GO WITH GOD AT THE SAME TIME.  

• Unlike the example where we pick what we feel like doing more, when God speaks our 
choice is between adjusting to him or keeping to my own agenda. 

• Jesus had an encounter where the man was faced with a crisis of belief that required him to 
make an adjustment. 

Mark 10:17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

• This man is pursuing God. He wants to know how to know God better. He wants to know 
what is involved in gaining eternal life. 

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You 
know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 

• This is not a bad man. He seems fairly religious. He seems to live well. He apparently has 
done most of what he was supposed to do.  

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  



• This is the moment. This is the crisis of belief. He already believes that Jesus is a good 
teacher. He believes in God. He believes eternal life is worth pursuing. But Jesus invited him 
into his ministry. For this man, it meant giving away his money. Jesus was asking for a major 
adjustment. 

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

• God made it clear what he required of him. He was unwilling to make the adjustment. 

• He could not leave his riches behind. 

• And he apparently missed out in participating in what God wanted to do in and through him. 
For all we know, he missed out on eternal life. 

 

• Your greatest difficulty in following God may come at the point of adjustment. It is here, 
when God speaks, when we really want to believe and follow, that we are faced with the 
decision on whether we will adjust our lives to his. 

• You might ask, “Can’t I follow God without making any major adjustments?” 
Isaiah 55:9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

• If this is true, then when we align ourselves with him, it will always require adjustments.  

• Adjustments almost always involve leaving one thing in favor of what God is inviting us into. 

• Noah had to leave his comfort zone to build an ark. 

• Abraham had to leave his land to go a new place. 

• Moses had to leave the desert in order to lead Israel out of Egypt. 

• David had to leave his sheep to become king. 

• Amos had to leave the sycamore trees in order to preach to Israel. 

• Jonah had to leave his prejudices at home in order to preach in Nineveh. 

• Peter, Andrew, James and John had to leave their livelihood to follow Jesus. 

• Paul had to leave his life of a Pharisee to be used by God. 

• Even Jesus had to leave heaven to accomplish God’s plan to save us. 

• The mental decision to trust God is easier than making the adjustment to show it. 

• What are some of the adjustments that we might need to make? 

• You cannot list them all because for all of us it is different. But they tend to fall into 
categories. 

• In your circumstances (job, home, finances) 

• In your relationships (family, friends, business associates) 

• In your thinking (prejudices, methods, your potential) 

• In your commitments (to family, church, job, plans, traditions) 

• In your actions (how you pray, give, serve) 

• In your beliefs (about God, his purposes, his ways, yourself, your relationship to God) 

• WE CANNOT STAY WHERE WE ARE AND GO WITH GOD AT THE SAME TIME. Major 
adjustments are needed. 

II. Our adjustments must lead to obedience. 
• Obedience and adjustment might be the same thing, but not always. 

• Sometimes we must change our thinking in order to follow. 

• The adjustment itself is the beginning of obedience, but in invariably leads to further acts of 
obedience. 

• Perhaps making an adjustment in how we think about someone and pray for them precedes 
taking an action to help them. 

• Obedience is costly for you and for those around you. 



• Don’t kid yourself into thinking you can obey and it will always be easy. Most of us intuitively 
know this already. 

• That rich man who came to Jesus could have had a life following Jesus, experiencing the 
miracles, hearing the teaching, being with him and seeing God work, but it was going to cost 
him. And probably the people that were financially connected to him. 

• [Read the quote from Page 139 in workbook about Hudson Taylor] 

• Yet by the end of his life in 1905, he a founded China Inland Mission and there were almost 
900 missionaries and over 125,000 Chinese Christ-followers. 

• Consider Paul, who wrote much of what we know as the New Testament. 
2 Corinthians 11:23 I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged 
more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I received from the 
Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with 
stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have 
been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in 
danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the 
country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 27 I have labored and toiled and 
have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without 
food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my 
concern for all the churches. 

• The cost of disobedience is higher than the cost of obedience. 

• We never have the option of deciding whether or not we will obey. God’s commands are not 
given so you can pick and choose the ones you want to obey and forget the rest. 

• Choosing not to obey is rebellion. This kind of disobedience will bring serious 
consequences. 

• Often, we don’t even want to ask God about something because we are afraid of the 
answer. If we ask and God answers and we don’t do it, we know we are in rebellion. If we 
never ask, then we never feel like this is true. 

• When we disobey, God is often gracious enough to give us another chance. But he is not 
obligated to and doesn’t always. (Moses and the rock – Num 20, Nadab and Abihu – Lev 
10) 

• Our problem is that often the cost of obedience is immediate but the cost of disobedience is 
later. 

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in 
your name perform many miracles? 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!’ 

• WE CANNOT STAY WHERE WE ARE AND GO WITH GOD AT THE SAME TIME. If we 
want to experience God, it is going to require major adjustments and obedience. 

• This is not about simply avoiding the higher cost, there are also rewards to obedience, both 
present and future rewards. The rewards are tremendous and are worth it. If you want to 
understand this fully, come back next week for the conclusion of our series. 

 

• God is looking for surrender and dependence. 

• Could there be two more awful phrases for us? Surrender to him. Depend on him. 

• This is why when I identify an area / place where I refuse to allow his lordship, that is a place 
he will go to work. 

• He may or may not require you to do that thing you identified, but he will work on it until you 
are willing. 

• He desires for us to surrender our agenda and will for his agenda and will.  



• This means we must depend on him. 

• This adjustment is moving from doing work for God according to your abilities, your gifts, 
your likes and dislikes, and your goals, to being totally dependent on God and his working 
and his resources. This is a major adjustment and it is never easy. 

• When you think that adjustment and obedience are too costly, it indicates that you have 
misunderstood who you are or what you have. His will is best. He loves you. 

• WE CANNOT STAY WHERE WE ARE AND GO WITH GOD AT THE SAME TIME. 
 

• “We say that God is Lord and that he can interrupt us any time he wants. We just don’t 
expect him to do it. We expect him to affirm all we are doing and never ask us to change 
what we have planned.” (Henry Blackaby) 

• Our answer must by yes before I know what he is asking. 

• Many of you have experienced the freedom that comes from surrendering and depending. 

• Let’s be honest with ourselves – some of us are stuck, frustrated and hurt because of our 
refusal to adjust and obey. 

 

• I want you to consider these questions as we pass around the elements.  

• In what area(s) of my life is God asking me to make adjustments? 

• Why have I not made other adjustments? 

• Am I obeying what I already know? 

• “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” (Jim Elliot, 
missionary to Quichua Indians in South America) 

• “Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.” (Bob Pierce, founder of 
Samaritan’s Purse and World Vision) 

• “I want your plan, O God, for my life. May I be happy and contented whether in the 
homeland or on the foreign field, whether married or alone; in happiness or sorrow, health or 
sickness, prosperity or adversity – I want your plan, God, for my life. I want it; oh, I want it.” 
(Oswald Smith, missionary) 

• “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no sacrifice is too great for me to give for 
Him.” (C.T. Studd, missionary to China, India and Africa) 

• “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Jesus) 

• Jesus adjusted his life and obeyed his Father for me. Am I willing to adjust my life and obey 
the Father for him? 

 
Lord, I know I am too comfortable with life as usual. Forgive me. God, you have an assignment 
for me that is God-sized. To accomplish it, I just have faith to make the adjustments you require 
in my life and obey. Show me how. I am willing Jesus. You may change my circumstances. You 
may change my relationships. You may change my thinking. You may change my commitments 
and my priorities. You may change my actions. You have permission to change my beliefs, even 
those I have so proudly held on to for these many years. Change whatever is necessary for me 
to carry out your assignment. I surrender to you. I depend entirely on you. I want to experience 
you. Thank you for caring enough about me to want to change me. Amen.  
 


