
• So in all my experiences, the questions I kept coming back to, and the ones I want to 

explore today are: 

o How do I know what God wants me to do?  What is he saying?  How do I know 

what he’s saying?  How can I be sure? 

So today we’re going to explore how God speaks and we’re going to look at the idea that: 

God is not mysterious, He is speaking to us! 

Introduction 

• Today we’re in the fifth part of our series called “Experiencing God.” 

• What we’ve been saying is that everyone can experience more of God. 

• God’s Work (God is always at work around you) � Relationship (God pursues a 

continuing love relationship with you that is real and personal) � Invitation (God invites 

you to become involved in his work) �  

• So that leads us to today: now that we have this relationship with Christ, we know he’s 

at work around us, we’ve accepted his invitation to be involved, now we need to know 

how God speaks to his people. 

• MAIN IDEA: “God is not mysterious; He is speaking to us!” 

• Now I already know what you’re thinking, “God’s never spoken to me,” or “People say 

they hear God all the time, but that’s never happened to me” or “God only spoke to 

people in the Old Testament” or “God only speaks to pastors” 

• I know where you’re coming from.  I’ve never had God speak to me through a dream or 

a vision or a burning bush or some crazy revelation, but God still speaks, and he speaks 

to each one of us in a unique way. 

• God speaks to us in many ways including through prayer, the Bible, worship, the church, 

circumstances.  So today I want to look at a couple of these that I’ve personally 

experienced in my life… 

 

• One critical point to understanding and experiencing God is knowing clearly when God is 

speaking 

• John 8:47 says “He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear because 

you are not of God.” 

• This seems a little harsh right? Or maybe like a lot of pressure? – It is if you think the 

only way God speaks is like how he did to Moses 

• But it’s a big deal! Consider this: God is not often seen speaking to people just for 

conversation’s sake.  He is always up to something. 

• God is always up to something! – this is why it’s so important to know clearly when He is 

speaking 

• “God is not mysterious; He is speaking to us!” 

 

 



I. God Speaks through the Bible 

• The Bible is literally God speaking to you! – He wrote you a letter 

• It’s more than that though – the Holy Spirit uses the Bible to reveal God and His 

purposes and to instruct us in the ways of God. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:14-15 says “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that 

come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand 

them, because they are spiritually discerned.  The spiritual man makes judgements 

about all things”  

• Have you ever been reading a passage of scripture (even one you’ve read before) and 

been suddenly gripped by a fresh new understanding of the passage? – That’s the Holy 

Spirit speaking to you! 

• Similarly have you ever been sitting here on a Sunday morning and heard something 

that really resonated with you? – That’s the Holy Spirit speaking to you! 

• Don’t mistake those moments for simply “good preaching” or the fact that you actually 

got a full eight hours of sleep last night. 

• When you come to understand the spiritual meaning and application of a passage, this 

does not LEAD you to an encounter with God, this WAS an encounter with God. 

• Unfortunately we have complicated this and we think only certain people can 

understand Scripture or only certain people can hear from God but this could not be 

further from the truth – God wants to speak to you through His Word. 

• “God is not mysterious; He is speaking to us!” 

II. God speaks through Circumstances 

� Like I shared earlier, Steph and got married while I was still in college 

� So after we got married I was working full time and only going to school part time 

� It was going to take me an extra semester to finish but we were okay with that 

� We talked about me only working part time so that I could finish school faster and save 

a semester of tuition, the problem was at the job I was at, I could only continue making 

what I was making (I was hourly) if I stayed full time so unfortunately we couldn’t make 

it work 

� So then, in the fall of 2013 (I had three semesters left at this point) Steph’s cousin said 

her fiancé might be able to offer me a part-time job maybe making the same amount 

� But of course this happened one day before classes were supposed to start, I was 

already registered, had my books, and everything, so I thought, oh well, too late 

� Then Steph and I talked about it and we said well why don’t I just check to see if there 

are even two classes that I need still open that don’t conflict with my schedule. 

Wouldn’t you know, there was! 

� So now I was really conflicted – it was the day before classes were supposed to start, I 

was already scheduled to work during the times of these other two classes I could pick 

up – so I was going to have to somehow get out of those shifts, I couldn’t get in for an 

interview for the new job until the next week, needless to say, I was a little stressed. 



� Now at that point it would have been easy to just stop and say it’s too much, it’s too 

complicated, it’s obviously not meant to be, it’s not going to work out etc. 

� But knowing what I know about God (saving a semester on tuition, etc), it seemed like 

too much of a coincidence to just ignore it. So Steph and I prayed about it, I consulted 

with my parents, and I ended up quitting my job so I could start those other classes 

before I ever even got an offer from the new job. 

� And of course, God came through.  I got the other job, ended up graduating six months 

early, never struggled for money, and ultimately ended up in the job I’m at now because 

of the timing of when I graduated. 

� Now could I have done what I said and just shut down, ignored all the signs and gone on 

with how things were? Sure, and honestly I probably wouldn’t have regretted it or 

known the difference, but I would have missed out on something better that God 

wanted for me. 

 

• God is not being mysterious, so how do we know what God is saying in our 

circumstances? – this is why we have the Bible – and this is why the Bible is what we 

talked about first: 

• Because we will often be led astray if that is our only means of determining God’s 

direction. 

• Every one of our experiences and all our circumstances must be understood by the 

scriptures 

• In my case could I logically explain to someone that God was speaking to me through 

these circumstances? – No.  But remember Moses – Could he logically explain that God 

had spoken to him through a burning bush? – No.  But God makes his message in the 

unique way he speaks to you. God knows what we need (ex. I’m cautious) 

• In my case I know God tells me to trust Him and that he will provide for me. 

• Matthew 6:26 says, “Look at the birds.  They don’t plant or harvest or store food in 

barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them.  And aren’t you far more valuable to him 

than they are?”  

• “God is not mysterious; He is speaking to us!”  

• Now, we have to be careful because context matters.  This means we can’t just look at 

one scripture, we need to look at how God works in his people throughout the 

Scriptures 

• In addition to looking throughout the Scriptures, because context matters, there are two 

questions we need to ask ourselves: 

1. The first one is: What is God teaching me? 

� In order to answer this, we need to ask for God’s perspective in our 

circumstances. 

� If we put ourselves in the middle of the circumstances/situation and try 

to look at God or figure out what he’s doing, we will always have a 

distorted understanding (We are great at fooling ourselves – We say, 

“God must hate me” or “God must want me to suffer or, in Job’s case, “I 



must have done something wrong”) – Go back to the Bible to see what 

God is really like and what he really wants for us 

2. The second question is: How does God want to use me? 

� Remember what we said – God is always up to something! 

� Psalm 37:23 says, “The LORD directs the steps of the godly, He delights in 

every detail of their lives.” 

� There are no coincidences! 

� Proverbs 15:3 says, “The LORD is watching everywhere, keeping his eyes 

on both the evil and the good.” 

� Psalm 139:7 says, “I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get 

away from your presence.” 

� And don’t overthink it – God DOES want to use you. 

� Have you ever just felt like you should do something – whether it’s 

helping someone with their groceries at Shop Rite or paying for 

someone’s coffee at Wawa or offering to help someone in need or serve 

at Hope Chapel? 

� Some people call these “promptings.”  Call them whatever you want, that 

feeling is often from the Holy Spirit! 

� If you ever find yourself in this situation, and you’re not sure it’s God, just 

think about what it is that you’re being “prompted” to do.  Is it 

something like give, serve, help (all these good things)?  That’s the Holy 

Spirit speaking to you! And I’m not talking about things you feel you 

should do out of guilt (Girl Scout cookies) 

� Matthew 15:19 says, “For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, 

adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander.” 

� Our hearts are evil! So when you feel like you should be doing something 

good, it’s probably from the Holy Spirit. 

� And remember, if you’re ever not sure, always take it back to the Bible.  

Is what I feel God is asking me to do consistent with the Scriptures? 

� 1 John 3:17: If anyone has material possessions and see a brother or 

sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that 

person 

• “God is not mysterious; He is speaking to us!”  

III. God speaks through the Church 

• And when we say church, who is The Church? 

• Have you ever noticed how easy it is to see other peoples’ problems and what they 

need to do in certain circumstances but so hard to have the same clarity for ourselves? 

• Many Christians think that they stand alone before God and are not accountable to the 

church.  This may be true on its face, but it’s incomplete. 

• The church is often referred to as the body of Christ, and 1 Corinthians 12:18 says, “But 

in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them 

to be.” 



• Everyone has a unique purpose! 

• Therefore what God is doing in and through the people of the church is essential to me 

knowing how to respond to him. 

• This is why I’m involved in a Discipleship Family! As great as Sunday mornings are, 

you’re not building meaningful relationships here. 

• I’m convinced that if you’re not a part of a discipleship family you’re cutting yourself off 

from a key avenue God wants to speak to you through. 

• There’s a reason God created the church – Not only to allow us to be involved in 

accomplishing His plan and His mission, but also to SPEAK to us. 

• Now I know what you may be thinking, “You don’t know these people, I can’t depend on 

them to help me know God’s will.”  Be careful.  When you say that you have said more 

about what you believe about God than what you believe about your church. 

• You’re saying, “Even God can’t work through these people, He’s just not powerful 

enough.” 

• Now I know that none of us would actually say that, but what we do in our actions 

means more than what we say with our words. 

Conclusion 

• “God is not mysterious; He is speaking to us!”  

• And as I look back at my life and all the decisions I’ve made and things I’ve done, I can 

100% say that I would have missed out if God didn’t speak to me in these different 

ways. 

• So I have some homework for you: 

• As you go into your day and your week, be aware. Listen. How is God speaking to you?  

What is he saying? 

• How is God speaking to you through the scripture you read this week? 

• How is God speaking to you through your circumstances? 

• How is God speaking to you through the people he has put around you? 

• And instead of looking at your circumstances as good or bad, rather ask, “What is God 

doing?” or “How is God working?” 

• Now you don’t have to actually DO anything (we’ll talk about that in the weeks to 

come), just recognize that God is speaking and it’s because he is always up to 

something. 


