
• We are in week 3 of our teaching series “Experiencing God.” 

• We have learned two truths so far. 

• One, every person can experience more of God. We can experience his joy, his working, his 
peace, his ongoing presence. He can work through us to change people, to heal, to comfort 
and encourage. 

• Two, we begin this process of experiencing God by knowing that God is always at work. 

• We took away the idea of having a new perspective and living with expectation and then 
acting like it is all true. 

 

• God is always at work. He is up to something. Not only around the world but in you and me 
and in those around us. 

• Did you ever wonder why? The world is a mess. It is broken. We are a mess. What makes 
God work in and around us? Why doesn’t he start over?  

• He doesn’t need us to be complete. He existed for eternity before our universe was ever 
around. What is God up to? 

• We are told we should be sharing with others about who is and what he is like. We know he 
wants us to live lives that reflect him. Why? 

 

• Norma Jean Mortenson was born in 1926. She was the product of a casual affair and her 
mother spent most of her growing up years in and out of mental institutions. As a result, 
Norma grew up in a series of foster homes. 

• It was very early in her life when one of the boarders in one of these homes took advantage 
of her and ended up paying her a nickel for raping her and when she reported it in her foster 
home, she was beaten and told not to talk about someone who pays good rent like that. 

• Norma Jean turned into a very pretty girl and eventually moved to Hollywood and over the 
next 10 years became the greatest sex symbol in America, becoming known as Marilyn 
Monroe. She was typecast into roles that emphasized she was just a good looking dumb 
blond and she encountered a lot of opposition when she tried to remake her image. 

• She went through three marriages but never found anyone who gave the kind of 
unconditional love and recognition that she craved. 

• While many people have written about her life and speculated about her death, most agree 
that Marilyn was chasing something she never found. When they found her dead from an 
overdose at age 36, she was clutching the phone in her hand – either to make or receive a 
call that maybe would have made the difference. 

• In an article written 2 years after her death for LIFE magazine, Claire Luce sadly called 
Norma Jean the love goddess who never found any love. 

 

• Something happens when we live as people who are unloved or who have a twisted version 
of what love looks or acts like. 

• Why does God do what he does? Because GOD PURSUES A LOVE RELATIONSHIP 

WITH YOU. God loves me! Not brand new news to most of us. 

• But your experience of God in your life has been dictated by your understanding of this truth. 
How you relate to God, how to relate to others, how you live – all flows from this. 

• Many of our struggles can be traced to a wrong or inadequate understanding of it. 

• Because we have all heard this truth – Jesus loves me this I know – and have been told 
over and over about this, it is with no little trepidation that I tackle this topic today. 

• Yet I believe that the better we know and respond to God’s love, the greater the impact on 
our lives. 



I. God �������� You. 

• Most relationships with God fall into one of three categories. 

• One: He is distant, impersonal and unknowable. He might do stuff or he might not, but we 
don’t know why and so we just do this life the best we can. 

• Two: God wants something from me. The primary focus is being able to please him. He has 
rules to follow, wants and demands certain things and if we do it right we get his favor or at 
least have him ignore us, and if we do it wrong, we have problems. 

• Three: God doesn’t want something from me, he wants me. 

• If we are truthful, we believe #3, but we often live like #2. Have you ever considered that the 
very purpose of your life is to have that relationship? 

• When Adam and Eve sinned, the first casualty of their sin was relationship. 

• They used to be able to walk with God in the garden, face-to-face. I can’t even imagine what 
it would be like to take a walk with God, talking about anything that was on my mind. I 
sometimes would like to do that with certain more famous people and that would be cool, 
but this would be mind-blowing. But then they sinned. 

Genesis 3:22 And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good 
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and 
eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the 
ground from which he had been taken.  

• They went from walking with God every day to being banished from the Garden of Eden. 

• The reason God created them was to have people who freely loved him and shared a 
relationship with him. It was the point of everything. 

• Our broken relationship is not like an estranged relationship with that brother-in-law that you 
don’t see much. 

• It is more than that best friend that you lost and is no longer even a friend. 

• It is harder than a betrayal by someone who was a part of you. 

• It is deeper than the heart break of losing the one who walked out on you, your marriage 
and your kids after years together. 

• It was such a deep break because you were created and designed for this. The whole 
purpose for your existence is to know God. It is not a temporary purpose either. It is 
supposed to last far beyond this life and into eternity. 

• “Everything in your Christian life, everything about knowing Him and experiencing Him, 
everything about knowing His will, depends on the quality of your love relationship to God. If 
that is not right, nothing in your life will be right.” (Henry Blackaby) 

• He knows what is best for you. Only he can guide you to invest your life in worthwhile ways. 
This guidance will come as you “walk” with him and listen to him. 

• A love relationship with God changes your job. It sets how you deal with your spouse and 
your kids and your parents. It affects your time and money. The relationship that God 
desires with you is real, personal and practical. 

II. God ���� You? 

• How does God deal with you? 
Romans 3:10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who 
understands; there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.”  

• There is no one who pursues God. No one. 

• The thing we need more than anything else in this world we can’t get. We can strive for and 
get all kinds of things, but the one thing we need the most is the thing that is beyond our 
ability. 



• It would be like crawling across the desert, dying of thirst, sun beating down on you. You are 
reaching the end. You mouth is dry and cracked. You are starting to see McDonalds 
everywhere. When suddenly you come across a little shack with a pump. The pump 
promises water but is a two-person pump that could never be used alone. 

• It would not matter if the shack was filled with money or gold. It wouldn’t matter if it 
contained famous works of art. If wouldn’t matter if it had all the food you wanted. All you 
want is a person to man the pump. 

• The very relationship with God, the one we need more than anything, can only happen 
because he initiated it. 

• There are numerous examples that we could look at but let me pick a story from the NT. In 
it, God intervened in one man’s life, inviting him to himself, and he changed the history of 
this world. His name was Paul, and here is how he told his own story. 

4 I persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women and 
throwing them into prison, 5 as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. I even 
obtained letters from them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these 
people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. 6 “About noon as I came near Damascus, 
suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice 
say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ 8 “ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. 9 My companions saw the light, but 
they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking to me. 10 “ ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I 
asked. “ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be told all that you have 
been assigned to do.’ 11 My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the 
brilliance of the light had blinded me.   

• Paul wasn’t looking for God. He figured he had him figured out. His career was rocking. He 
had money and power and position. He had a cause. He wasn’t searching for anything 
except more Christ-followers to arrest and kill. 

• God, who could have picked from any disciple, apostle or from the thousands who already 
believed him and followed him, decided to reveal himself to Paul. 

• He pursues you. There is something incredibly gratifying about being pursued. When 
someone wants a relationship with you and will go out of their way for it, you feel valued. 
Loved. I pursued my wife. I wanted this woman in my life. I would do whatever I needed to 
get close to her. 

• He does pursue us from desperation. He is not someone less if we ignore him. He loves us 
desperately and wants us in relationship with him. 

• Jesus in the garden. Didn’t want to. Knew what was coming. What kept him going was that 
this was how he was going to have a love relationship with you. 

III. You ���� God? 

• So what is my role in this? 

• That same Paul, who thought Jesus was a fake, who met Jesus, later wrote that the primary 
purpose of everything he did was to know Christ and become like him. (Phil 3:7-10) 

• That happened because God initiated and then told Paul how he wanted him to follow and 
he did. 

• Any true love relationship is reciprocal. 

• You will never find a truly healthy one-sided relationship. 

• I have encountered unequal relationships. One person saw the other as an acquaintance or 
maybe even decent friends, but the other saw them as best friends. 

• The healthiest relationships I have encountered are those where both parties love each 
other. They look out for each other. They enjoy each other. They put the other person’s 



interests first. They communicate well with each other. In everything, there is a mutual ebb 
and flow that goes both ways. 

• It is no different with God. God is pursuing a love relationship with you. He initiates. He is 
calling. He is wooing. He is inviting. Since God is always inviting us in and the importance of 
that relationship never changes, the only variable in the relationship, is us. 

• He invites us to love him. 
Matt 22:36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the 
first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

• What Jesus is saying is that everything God ever wrote, all the stories, the commands, the 
laws, everything he said . . . everything . . . starts with loving God and loving others. 

• How do we do that? 
John 14:21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”  

• Love, follow, obey 

• If you have an obedience problem, you have a love problem. 
 

• GOD PURSUES A LOVE RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU.  

• If you were standing before God, how would you describe your relationship to Him? 

• “I served you. I obeyed you. I worshiped you. I respected you. I feared you.” Or “I loved you 
with all my heart and all my soul and all my mind and all my strength?” 

• Or maybe this works better. “I loved you with all my money, all my time, all my energy and 
all my relationships.” 

• If you knew that all you had was a relationship with Him, would you be totally and completely 
satisfied? If your health was gone, your ability, your relationships, your stuff. Would he be 
enough? 

• Challenge this week: Make time a priority. Make a list of what you are thankful for. Think 
about his love and sacrifice. Take a walk in silence and just reflect. Obey. 

• If you struggle with quiet time, ask yourself, “What is the purpose of my quiet time? Is it to 
learn about him or to know and love him?” 

• We have an invitation to a real, personal and practical relationship with the God of the 
universe. Your response to it is more important than your job. It has a higher priority than 
your family. It is worth sacrificing sleep and time for. 

 

• Tennessee Williams wrote a story called "Something by Tolstoi." It’s the story of Jacob 
Brodzky, a shy Russian Jew whose father owned a bookstore. The boy desired nothing but 
to marry Lila, his childhood sweetheart – a vibrant, ambitious French girl – an opposite of his 
contemplative nature.  

• Jacob went to college but his father fell ill and died so he returned home, buried his father, 
and married his love. Then the couple moved into the apartment above the bookstore, and 
Brodzky took over its management.  

• It was perfect for him but it cramped her. She wanted more adventure -- and she found it, 
she thought, when she met an agent who praised her beautiful singing voice and enticed her 
to tour Europe with a vaudeville company.  

• Jacob was devastated. At their parting, he reached into his pocket and handed her the key 
to the front door of the bookstore. 

• "You had better keep this," he told her, "because you will want it some day. Your love is not 
so much less than mine that you can get away from it. You will come back sometime, and I 
will be waiting." She kissed him and left.  



• To escape the pain he felt, Brodzky withdrew deep into his bookstore and took to reading as 
someone else might have taken to drink. He spoke little, did little, and could most times be 
found at the large desk near the rear of the shop, immersed in his books while he waited for 
his love to return. 

• Nearly 15 years after they parted, at Christmastime, she did return. But when Brodzky rose 
from the reading desk that had been his place of escape for all that time, he thought she 
was simply an ordinary customer. "Do you want a book?" he asked. 

• That he didn't recognize her startled her. But she gained possession of herself and replied, 
"I want a book, but I've forgotten the name of it." Then she told him a story of childhood 
sweethearts. A story of a newly married couple who lived in an apartment above a 
bookstore. A story of a young, ambitious wife who left to seek a career, who enjoyed great 
success but could never relinquish the key her husband gave her when they parted. She 
told him the story she thought would bring him to himself. 

• But his face showed no recognition. She began to see that he had lost touch with his heart's 
desire and had forgotten the very purpose of his waiting and grieving. Desperately she said, 
"You remember it; you must remember it -- the story of Lila and Jacob?" 

• After a long, bewildered pause, he said, "There is something familiar about the story, I think I 
have read it somewhere. It comes to me that it is something by Tolstoi." Dropping the key, 
she fled the shop. And Brodzky returned to his desk, to his reading, unaware that the love 
he waited for had come and gone. 

• May that never be the description of us. 


