
• George Mueller was a pastor in England in the 19th century. He got concerned that the 
Christ-followers around him were discouraged. They did not expect God to do anything 
unusual. They had no faith for answered prayers.  

• So George resolved to begin to fervently pray that God would show up. That he would lead 
George into things that only God could accomplish. 

• He would pray for a direction from God and then pray for God to provide the need. He would 
not ask for it, or make appeals, but simply wait because he wanted it to be clear that God 
was providing in response to prayer and faith. 

• God answered his prayer. By the time he died, Mueller had built multiple orphanages that 
cared for over 10,000 orphans. He founded the Scriptural Knowledge Institute that by his 
death had distributed over 250,000 bibles and 1.5MM NT’s. He traveled, wrote and taught. 
He received and distributed around $100MM in today’s dollars. When he died at 93, his 
worldly possessions were valued at around $800. 

• When I was a teenager, I would hear stories like this and think how great it would be to end 
up like this. Making a huge difference. 

• To hear God’s voice. To see him work. To experience miraculous things. To do more. To 
see more. 

• Have you ever thought that? Or wished that you could make a difference? But how do you 
figure out God’s will for my life? 

• How would I know? Was God still speaking? If so, how would I hear him? 
• What does God have for me? 
• What does experiencing God look like? 
• Why does God seem silent to me? 
• The problem with stories like that is that many of us see them as the exception. As 

something far beyond our reach. 
• But I believe this should be the normal experience for every Christ-follower. 
 
• Today is the first Sunday of our new teaching series called “Experiencing God” 
• It is based on a book that some of you are familiar with that goes by the same name written 

by Henry Blackaby. We are going to explore some of these questions. 
• But before we can even explore these things, we must settle whether we even want the 

answers. 
• I read a quote this week that I think encapsulates this idea. “We can have as much of God 

as we want and no more than we are willing to pay the price for.” (Rob Reimer, River 
Dwellers) 

• Without being intentional about it, we drift into self-centered living. Self-centered living is 
characterized by things like: 
o A preoccupation with myself. My likes, my stuff, my time, my kids, my job. 
o A pride my own accomplishments. 
o Self-confidence. Depending on myself and my abilities. 
o Seeking to be acceptable to the world. Constantly affirming myself. 
o Selfish and ordinary living. 
o Looking at my life and circumstances from a human perspective. 

 
• Yet a relationship with God like George Mueller’s is supposed to be the norm. 
• Here’s the truth that we are going to be exploring for the next 7 weeks. EVERY PERSON 

CAN EXPERIENCE MORE OF GOD. 

• More of his presence, more of his voice, more of his power, more of his direction.It is 
critically important because you can do NOTHING of kingdom value by yourself. “I am the 



vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 

• How are we to go after this? Let me give you an outline that we are going to follow for the 
next 7 weeks. And to help us understand, I want to use the life of Moses as a template. 

• Most of us are familiar to some degree with the story of Moses. He was born to slave 
parents, but was adopted as a grandson to Pharaoh. He had the kind of life that many of us 
aspire to. He was rich. He had power and influence. He was educated more than most 
people of his time. He could have spent his entire life in luxury, raising a family without 
danger or insecurity, yet he walked away from it all. 

• And it didn’t seem to pay off. He ended up spending the next 40 years of his life watching 
animals. A lonely job. Far from home. Little money or possessions. Poor working conditions 
and hours. He got married and had kids but seemed destined to a life of normal mediocrity. 

• And then he met God in a way that changed his life. And this guy, who went from rich to 
poor, from powerful to nobody, from fame to obscurity, suddenly found himself in the center 
of what God was doing. And the results are amazing. 

• There are seven realities, seven truths, of experiencing God that we are going to explore in 
the weeks ahead. 

I. God’s work. 
• God is always at work around you. 
• Moses was tending sheep – not even his own sheep – when he saw a bush that was on fire. 

That was unusual enough, but what made it crazy different was that it did not burn up. The 
fire was self-sustaining. 

• And as he approached this strange sight, he encountered the living God. 
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have 
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land 
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey – the home of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. So 
now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” (Exodus 
3:7-10) 

• Moses, I am at work. You perhaps though I had forgotten. Maybe you figured nothing was 
happening. But I have a plan. I am at work. 

• God is orchestrating history. He is at work around you. He is tirelessly working through 
Jesus to reconcile and bring about the redemption and freedom of those who are far from 
him. 

• If we being to live like this is true, our entire viewpoint on the people and circumstances in 
our life begins to change. God is at work in the people you like and even the people who 
irritate you. He is at work in your neighbors. He is at work in injustice and hurt. He is at work 
in your family and your co-workers. Do you know this? 

II. Relationship 
• God pursues a continuing love relationship with you that is real and personal. 
• Moses is startled by God’s pronouncement. In fact, he questions God a bit. 
• God’s response is amazing. 
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. (Exodus 3:11-12) 

• Moses, this isn’t about you, your abilities, your hang-ups. This is all about me. And I will go 
with you. Your identity is wrapped up in me. 



• This so changed Moses that the defining characteristic of his life was his relationship with 
God. 

If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor 
with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” The LORD replied, “My Presence will go 
with you, and I will give you rest.” Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with 
us, do not send us up from here. (Exodus 33:13-15) 

• For Moses, it became primarily about his relationship with God. Everything else was 
secondary. 

• God created humanity for a relationship with him. He showed the depth of this desire in 
Jesus. 

• Everything begins here. If this relationship is not right, nothing else will be right. 
• This is not doing devotions. It is not “reading the bible and praying”. 
• It is a pursuit of God himself. 
• Jesus did not get up before it was light out to spend time with his Father because it was the 

“right thing to do.” He pursued his Father because he knew that without this relationship, 
everything would fall apart. 

• God is far more interested in a love relationship with you than He is in what you can do for 
Him. 

III. Invitation 
• God invites you to become involved with Him in His work. 
• He is not really interested in us dreaming dreams for him and then asking him to bless our 

plans. 
• God’s plan was to deliver the Israelites from Egypt and make them into a nation and he 

invited Moses into this process. 
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have 
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land 
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey – the home of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. . . . So now, go. I am sending 
you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:8, 10) 

• Truth: God’s desire is to get us from where we are to where He is working. 
• This requires a sensitive heart to his Spirit. Here’s the thing: He is more likely to call you to 

follow one day at a time than He is to spell out all the details before you begin to obey Him. 

IV. God speaks 
• The entire record of Scripture is of a God that is speaking to his people. 
• God is not trying to be mysterious. He wants to be speaking to us. 
• I would get hung up on this point a lot. OK God, you speak clearly to everyone else, why not 

to me. God’s response has always been. I am speaking. And right now, you are receiving as 
much of this as you are capable of given your level of pursuit of me. 

• God is speaking. God speaks: 
o By the Holy Spirit 
o Through the Bible 
o Prayer 
o Circumstances 
o The church 

• God spoke to Moses. We are going to talk about hearing God speak. But let me tell you right 
now. God is speaking. The question is: are you listening? Are you pursuing him so that 
when he does speak, you can recognize his voice? 



• When God speaks, something almost always happens. 

V. Crisis of belief 
• God’s invitation to Moses did not end with Moses saying, “Sure God, no problem.” 
• Look at Moses responses. 
3:11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out 
of Egypt?”  
3:13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
4:1 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The LORD did 
not appear to you’?” 
4:10 Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither 
in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 
13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 

• His objections revealed far more about his view of God than himself. In each case, he was 
doubting God more than himself. 

• God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires 
faith and action. 

• God wants to reveal himself to a watching world. His purpose is not to put you in a place just 
so people can see what you do. 

• He will call you to something that you cannot do without Him 
• In that moment, you will have to decide what you really believe about God. 
• God calls you to let go of unforgiveness. You know you should. But you don’t want to. You 

can’t see how. There is a crisis at this point. Do I trust God enough to proceed? 
• Many people miss God at this point. 
• Up until now they have been tracking, but now they falter. If they cannot see exactly what 

and how the process works or what God is trying to do, they simply won’t proceed. Fear and 
uncertainty block. 

• To follow God, you must walk by faith and faith always requires action. 

VI. Adjust 
• You must make adjustments in your life to join God in what He is doing. 
Now the LORD had said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all those who wanted to kill 
you are dead.” So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey and started back to 
Egypt. And he took the staff of God in his hand. (Exodus 4:19-20) 

• He had to leave security, his job, his in-laws. 
• He was going where God was working so God could do what God had purposed in the first 

place. 
• This is the second point that many people miss out on really knowing and experiencing God. 
• To get from where we are to where God wants us requires major adjustments. 
• Adjustments to our thinking, circumstances, relationships, commitments, actions and/or 

beliefs. 
• Truth: You cannot stay where you are and go with God at the same time. 
• We should be living with a permanent “YES” in our hearts. Anyone, any place, any time 

God! 

VII. Obey and Experience 
• You come to know God by experience as you obey Him and He accomplishes His work 

through you. 



• When we do what he tells us to no matter how much it doesn’t make sense, then God 
accomplishes his purposes through you and then we really know him and experience him 
deep down. 

• When they left Egypt, you remember the story. Red Sea. Blocked. Pharaoh’s armies. God 
parted the Red Sea, killed the Egyptians. Moses knew God could deliver, but now he KNEW 
it deep down. In his soul. Unshakeable. 

• When a person feels compelled to tithe. God is trying to get their attention. They can’t do 
10%. It’s ludicrous. Yet they adjust their thinking and obey. And God provides. They know 
God now in a way they never could have before. 

• Many times we don’t really know or experience God and we wonder why. 
• It involves taking obedient risks and following God. 
 

• EVERY PERSON CAN EXPERIENCE MORE OF GOD.  
• Every . . . single . . . person. 
• “When you believe that nothing significant can happen through you, you have said more 

about your belief in God than you have said about yourself.” (Henry Blackaby) 
• God’s standards of excellence are different from ours. 
• Don’t measure your life by the world’s standards or other’s standards. 
• Dwight L. Moody was an uneducated, untrained shoe salesman. He felt called by God to tell 

people about Jesus. So he and some friends gathered one morning in a hayfield for prayer, 
confession and consecration.  

• At the meeting, Henry Varley said, “The world has yet to see what God can do with and for 
and through a man who is fully and wholly consecrated to Him.” 

• These hit Moody deeply. He wrote this: “Varley didn’t say he had to be educated, or brilliant, 
or anything else. Just a man.” I will be that man. 

• God proceeded to use him as one of the greatest evangelists of the past 150 years. 
 
• And if you think, “I’m not George Mueller, or Moses, or Moody.” Remember, God doesn’t 

want you to be Mueller or Moses or Moody. 
• He simply wants you to be you and let him do through you whatever he chooses. 
• Imagine with me. 
• What if we suspended all programs in our church? 
• What if we stopped all activities? 
• No men’s activities? No women’s activities? No children’s programs? 
• What if instead, every person dedicated themselves to pursuing God. To hearing his voice. 

To listening when he speaks.  
• And then what if we simply responded by believing that he is great and good, and adjusted 

our lives to obey him without question? 
• We wouldn’t be able to keep people away from the kingdom. 
• EVERY PERSON CAN EXPERIENCE MORE OF GOD. 

• Join with me in this journey of discovery and challenge. 


