
• We have been going through a teaching series on worldview. 

• We said that every person has a worldview, which is simply the lens through which they see 
the world and that lens determines the decisions they make and how they live. 

• Romans 12:2 tells us that we are to not be conformed to this world, or its way of thinking, 
but rather be transformed by the renewing of our mind. 

• This means we are either going to absorb or live the way the world does or we will choose 
and develop our worldview to a different standard. 

• Our goal is to see the world increasingly the way Jesus sees it, because the more we see it 
as Jesus sees it, the more it will make sense to do the things Jesus said and live the way 
Jesus lived. 

 

• There was a time when Jesus had just finished dealing with large crowds of people. He was 
near the sea of Galilee and there were large crowds that came to him. They had heard that 
he was not only a great teacher, but a healer. And Jesus cared for them. 

• The people were amazed because they saw crippled people walking again, mute people 
speaking and blind people seeing. It was amazing. In fact, Jesus finished off this time with 
the people by feeding 4000 people with 7 loaves of bread and a couple of fish. 

• Everyone knew about him. Many had seen and experienced him. 

• As he finished and traveled to a different part of the lake, he was met by some religious 
leaders. They did not believe Jesus was a valid teacher. They did not believe he was from 
God. They certainly did not believe he was God. So they told Jesus, “Give us a sign from 
heaven.” You say you are from God, prove it. Show us something this instant. Something 
spectacular. Something from heaven itself.  

• Jesus response is interesting. He told them they had all they needed. The signs were there. 
Yet they missed them. And so they would get nothing more than they already had. And 
Jesus left them alone. Walked away. Was done with them. 

• I wonder if sometimes we think the same thing. God, prove yourself. I pray but nothing 
seems to happen. People near and dear to me suffer and die. I read stories of God doing 
amazing things but I never see anything like that. I ask God to save my friends or family but 
they are as far from God as ever. 

• Last week we examined a worldview called Naturalism. It is the worldview that sees 
everything as random and evolutionary developments with no God and no designer in the 
universe. 

• Many people struggle with this view. There is simply too large a faith component to say that 
we all came from nothing and that the complexity of this universe came from nothing more 
than random chance. 

• That leads many people to adopt a worldview called Deism. 

• Deism is the belief that there is a God, a creator who started it all. So far, so good. 

• But then it goes astray. What this God did was to create the universe and set it up to 
operate in accord with a system of natural laws both physical and moral that are 
discoverable by mankind. 

• But God is NOT involved in the day to day world and really can only be known through 
reason and observation of nature. 

• Deism is often called the “watchmaker worldview”. 

• God is the master designer who made this marvelously complex clock which now operates 
predictably, but once he completed his creation, he sat back and is just letting it run. 

 

• There is something deeply troubling about this worldview. 



• Deism says that God made the laws of the universe and is now restricted by those laws. But 
if God made the universe and the laws by which it operates, then why couldn’t he go around 
them, or supersede them, or suspend them? Why would God create a universe he could not 
personally participate in. Stupidity? Or is he not all-powerful? 

• Or worse, God simply created a universe so he could watch the “fish” in the “fishbowl” and 
see how they act. Everything is a test that we must past. This kind of God seems infinitely 
cruel. 

• But here is the truth I want to walk away with today. 

• GOD IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THIS WORLD AND WANTS TO BE IN YOUR LIFE. 
 

• Pure Deism says that the only way to know God is through reason. God gave us the ability 
to think and reason and it is through that, not any revelation or supernatural means, which 
we know God. 

• Deists reject religion (any religion) and any book that reveals God (like the Bible or the 
Koran). 

• They reject any rules or and doctrine as manmade. 

• There is no trinity. Jesus was a good man and not God. Some might  

• There is extreme skepticism of miracles or prophecies. 
 

• Like most of these worldviews, as Christ-followers we don’t adopt them wholeheartedly. 

• We believe in God, we believe in Jesus, but we often live as thought God is distant and 
uninvolved in our day-to-day lives. 

• This is a dangerous place to reside, because certain things happen. 

• Life becomes about behavior modification. 

• We drift into self-help or “how to live a fuller life”.  

• If we want to be cool with God, how we behave is the whole point.  

• God may get involved occasionally, but on the whole, God functions like an idea not a 
personal being actively present in our world. God wants us to be nice/good/holy. He rewards 
the good and withholds from the naughty. He is Santa Claus. 

• And so we try hard to become all that we believe he expects from us. 

• Prayer becomes unimportant. 

• God rarely, if ever, answers. When he does, we could mark it down as coincidence half the 
time. 

• Prayer doesn’t do much, except as a personal exercise in cleansing or meditation. Or 
perhaps simply because we’ve been taught that this is the right thing to do. So we put in our 
time. 

• We have no real expectation of God’s miraculous involvement. 

• We don’t actually expect God to do anything amazing. Certainly not the way we read about 
in the bible. We might even wonder if those miracles really happened. 

• Thomas Jefferson was a Deist and believed that Jesus was a good teacher but that the 
miracles could not have happened, and he re-wrote much of the gospel accounts to simply 
take this part out. 

• And so we pray lazily and reluctantly, and when God doesn’t do what we expect, it simply 
reinforces the belief that he really isn’t doing much, is busy elsewhere, or doesn’t care 
enough to be involved. 

• It can leave us with an empty faith, filled with frustrations and worry and doubt. 

• It does not need to be that way. 

• The truth about God, and demonstrated in Jesus, is that GOD IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN 
THIS WORLD AND WANTS TO BE IN YOUR LIFE. 



I. God is personal and knowable. 
• God is not distant. He is not a riddle. 

• When God created the world, he created mankind to know him. Adam and Eve walked with 
God in the garden in the cool of the day. They chatted with him. They knew him. 

• When they sinned, this wonderful relationship was broken. But God did not then take a walk 
and leave us to fend for ourselves. 

• The story of God is a story of God reaching into connection with mankind. 

• He initiated the conversation with Noah to save all of mankind through him. 

• He chose Abraham to start a nation through him. 

• He met with Isaac and Jacob to lead them towards an amazing future. 

• God rescued Israel from Egypt and personally walked with them for 40 years, leading them 
by a cloud of fire. 

• He gave them laws and commandments to teach them how to live and how to show all 
nations what it looked like to know God. 

• On and on it goes. 

• The entire point of all that God was doing was encouraging his people to have a relationship 
with him, to know him, to find him. 

Jeremiah 29:13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  

• That sounds like a God who wats to be known. Who wants to be found. 

• This is more than an intellectual pursuit of God. This is not simply to find out more 
information about God through reason and observation and doctrine. 

• It is an invitation to a relationship. 

• There is a huge difference between knowing about someone and knowing them. I could 
read an entire biography of another person, and do the research about them, but still not 
know them. 

• This is hugely important. We can do more than simply know about him. We can know him. 

• Jesus echoed the same words when he said: 
Luke 11:9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and 
to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.  

• Maybe you’ve never really known him at all. You’ve never actually started a relationship with 
him. Do it now. Don’t wait. He wants to know you. Eternity is at stake. 

• Maybe your knowledge is religion based. It seems as though the challenge is to do the right 
things. It seems dry and impersonal and quite frankly, other things often seem more 
interesting and attractive for your time, energy and money. He wants you. He desires to take 
away your worry and striving. 

• Or maybe you have known him for a long time but at times he seems awfully distant. It is 
harder work than you thought and growth and change is elusive. 

Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

• God is personal and knowable. 

II. God is actively and intimately involved. 
• It’s not simply that God is personal and knowable, but he is always involved in his creation. 

• He is not simply sitting back and watching us squirm. 

• Consider this in two parts. 

• First, there is a personal, individual level to this. 



Psalm 139:1 You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 2 You know when I sit and 
when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my lying 
down; you are familiar with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it 
completely. 5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 6 Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.  

• God gets you. He designed you. He made you. 

• He is at work in you. God is calling you. He is inviting you. He has adopted you into his 
family. He is mad crazy about you. 

• It also means he will answer you. He will work in you. He will change you. He will help you. 
He will speak to you. He has designed you for a mission in this life. You are uniquely 
qualified for what he has for you. 

• He has never abandoned you nor let you alone. He is more interested in you than you could 
possibly imagine. 

• Second, there is a wider level to this intimate involvement. 

• Ever since Adam and Eve sinned and broke our relationship, God has been working to 
restore this world back. This will not happen completely until the end, but there is an aspect 
to this now. Time after time Jesus spoke about his kingdom. Jesus is at work throughout the 
world. To see people know him. To deliver and to heal. To restore and bless. This means he 
loves and has a plan for your kids, your spouse, your neighbor, your community, our 
country, other countries. And we have a part to play in this. 

• Jesus never gave us the option to ignore it. It’s why he told us:  
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. 

• He has a love so profound for this world, he is constantly working to bring it to himself. 

• We can pray expectantly. We can ask for God to make himself known. We can boldly ask 
him for the salvation of those we love. We can pray for his grace and his healing. We can 
expect to see God answer prayers and work in miraculous ways together. 

• GOD IS DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THIS WORLD AND WANTS TO BE IN YOUR LIFE. 

III. Our response matters. 
• We said last week that if there is a God, then the single most important question to answer 

would be what to do with him. 

• If the being who is the designer of my existence, controls everything about this world, has 
eternity in his hands, then it is utterly foolish to ignore him, put him to the side, or try to keep 
him on a leash as a pet. 

• So you are constantly left with a choice. God is not simply a being that started the universe 
and now I get to live life the best I can to be as happy as I can. 

Matthew 10:37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 
anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does 
not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  

• Are you worthy of Jesus? 
 

• The Jesus that God sent to die for us in order that we might have this great and ongoing 
relationship with a personal and knowable God. 

• The God that is so involved with us and loves us so much that he intervened in the course of 
history to send Jesus to take the penalty for me. The same Jesus that gave it all up for us 
and asks us to give it all up for him. 

• What are you still holding onto? 



• You and I have the choice every day as to whether we are going to try and take God and 
bend him to how I want to live my life, or bend my life to his designs and purposes. 

39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.  

• Jesus loved you enough to die for you. 

• Do you love him enough to live for him? 


