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October 31, 2021 

 

Do them 
 

The teaching of the Sermon on the Mount is not meant to be admired but to be obeyed. 
Those words from R.T. France say something that needs to be heard by all of us, espe-
cially as we’re reflecting on this greatest of sermons. 

So many people admire what Jesus said. We marvel at the beauty and simplicity of his 
moral teaching. Be the salt of the earth. Be the light of the world. Turn the other cheek. 
Go the second mile. 

I wonder how many times the Lord’s Prayer has been recited by both believers and un-
believers? How often have his sermon’s life-altering precepts been quoted by people 
facing various situations? 

But then again, as France said, Jesus didn’t want us to admire what he said; he wanted 
us to do it. So it’s fitting that he concludes this great sermon with another oft-quoted 
story: 

Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man 
who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 
And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it (Matthew 
7:24-27). 

I don’t ever remember not knowing this story, as many of you who grew up going to 
Sunday School or VBS will agree. We sang it at church when I was a kid, and my wife and 
I taught it to our kids when they were young. Many of you remember the hand motions 
that go with the song: “The wise man built his house upon the rock, the wise man built 
his house upon the rock, . . .” And so on. 

It’s more than a catchy story and song, though, as you know. Jesus is summarizing eve-
rything he’s said in this sermon. Hearing without doing is worthless. 

He says, in essence, I don’t want you just to rave about how beautiful my words are and 
how, if practiced, they would change the world. I want you to live them. I want you not 
just to talk about the qualities of salt and light; I want you to go to work or school this 
week and be salt and light. 

I don’t want you to debate the implications of turning the other cheek and going the sec-
ond mile; I want you to live it as you relate to someone you don’t like and who doesn’t 
like you . . . now. 

I don’t want you to recite my prayer in some kind of mindless incantation; I want you to 
reflect on how it revolutionizes your prayer and thought life . . . and then pray it and live 
it this week. 

We’ve really got two responses to Jesus’ teachings, not just in this sermon but through-
out the Bible: We can think and talk about them, or we can do them. 

One will survive the storms of this life and the threat of coming judgment; the other 
won’t. 

Which one will characterize your life . . . today?  —Chuck 



Today 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm.   
 

Family News and Events 
 
Please welcome Micah, Alyssa, and 

Elijah Long to the Hoover family! Let’s 

make them feel comfortable and at 

home with us at Hoover. Their contact 

information is 5508 Overton Road, Bir-

mingham, 35210; phone number is 

(205) 478-4123. 
 
Congratulations to Brady Aultman on 

his baptism in Tanzania on Monday, 

October 25. We are so happy for this 

young man and his decision to follow 

Christ. Please welcome him to our fami-

ly, and let us help him in his walk with 

the Lord. 
   
The next American Red Cross Blood 
Drive is on Sunday, November 7, from 
7:30am-1:00pm in the fellowship hall. 
To schedule your appointment, go to: 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/donation-time. The sponsor 
code is HCOC. 
Hoover’s Chili Cook-off will be on Sun-
day, November 7, from 4:30-6:30pm in 
the fellowship hall. If you would like to 
enter the contest, bring your chili in a 
Crockpot and have it here no later than 
4:00pm. The church will provide 
hotdogs, chili fixings, and drinks.   
The Clothing Closet will be open to the 
community and will be held in the fel-
lowship hall on Saturday, November 20, 
from 9:00am-2:00pm. Masks will be 
required and there will be limited ca-
pacity. Volunteers will be needed. Sign 
up on our website.   
The Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon at 
the AHEPA 3 Apartments will be on 
Sunday, November 21, at 12:00pm. 
The church will provide the meat. 
Members, please donate side dishes, 
drinks, desserts, and rolls. A sign-up 
sheet is on the back rail in the auditori-
um. The residents at AHEPA look for-
ward to this luncheon every year. 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in October for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr.  
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew Trousdale 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Donnie Winningham 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Mark Lackey 
 
Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
 
Closing Prayer: Nolan Williams 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
 
Video: Chad Blackmon 
 
Security: Shawn Troughton 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
October 31-November 6 

 
Sunday, October 31: John 7-9;  
Psalm 138 
 
Monday, November 1: John 10-12; 
Psalm 139 
 
Tuesday, November 2: John 13-15; 
Psalm 140 
 
Wednesday, November 3: John 16-18; 
Psalm 141 
 
Thursday, November 4: Reflection 
 
Friday, November 5: John 19-21;  
Psalm 142 
 
Saturday, November 6: Daniel 1-3; 
Psalm 143 
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Walk4Water 
 
Walk4Water and joint worship time: 
We’re so excited to join other Christians 
in the Birmingham area and once again 
partner with Healing Hands Internation-
al in bringing clean water to people in 
developing countries who don’t have 
access to it. Our Walk4Water event will 
be Sunday afternoon, November 14, at 
Veterans Park on Valleydale (near Spain 
Park High School)— we’ll be headquar-
tered under the pavilion next to the vol-
leyball courts. Registration begins at 
1:30pm, and the walk starts at 2:00pm. 
Some will choose to walk the 4-mile dis-
tance out of respect for the millions of 
women and children in developing 
countries who walk this distance daily to 
get water, which—in most cases—is 
contaminated by different kinds of bac-
teria. Others will simply attend the 
event to show their support and raise 
awareness for this very treatable prob-
lem. It’s also an excellent opportunity to 
show our kids that we can make a 
difference in the lives of fellow human 
beings who are struggling. To register 
for the walk or to donate, please go to 
this link and join our team: https://
www.hhi.org/walk4water/birmingham-
al-2021-0. At around 4:00, we’ll join in 
with other believers in a time of singing 
and worship. 
 
 

Items Needed for the  
Tanzanian Women 

 
1. Children’s clothes 
2. Women’s sweaters 
3. Diapers 
4. Feminine Hygiene products (pads) 
5. Socks 
6. Underwear 
7. Deodorant 
8. Toothpaste & toothbrushes 
9. Soap 
10. Towels  
Please put these items in the food pan-
try cart in the back lobby. 
 
 
 



Attendance and Offering 
October 24, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 142 
AM Worship: 227 
PM Worship: 38 
Wednesday: 118 
 
Contribution: $10,662.66 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,741.95 
Contribution to Date: $633,903.95 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 

1 Corinthians 11:1 
 

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 
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Carelines 
  

We extend our condolences to Doris, 
Erika, and DeKayla Sankey, as well as 
the rest of their family and so many 
friends, on the sudden death of Eddie 
Sankey, a loving husband and father. 
Eddie served for years as a deacon in 
our congregation, and he is loved by 
everyone who knew him. Please pray 
diligently for this good family in their 
grief. Details for the Homegoing Ser-
vices for Eddie are as follows: This 
afternoon: Family viewing is from  
12:00-1:00pm; Viewing for friends 
(public) is from 1:00-5:00pm at the Dav-
enport and Harris Funeral home, 301 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, Birming-
ham 35211. Tomorrow, November 1: 
“Celebration of Life” will be at the Hoo-
ver Church of Christ. Doors open for 
viewing  at 10:00am, and the Funeral/
Celebration of Life services will begin at 
11:00am. The burial will follow at the 
Currie-Jefferson Memorial Gardens, 
2701 John Hawkins Parkway, Hoover 
35244.  
Wendy Britt, a former member of Hoo-
ver, is in the hospital with internal 
bleeding. They have also found a mass 
on her kidney and stomach—more tests 
and scans are being done.   
Jeanne Anderson is recovering from 
surgery. Please pray for her strength, 
healing, and overall health.   
Sarah Washington has been diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma. She is 
having more tests and then will begin 
treatment.   
Jamie Starns has been approved to do-
nate a kidney to her cousin. The surgery 
is set for December.   
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’s son, is 
recovering from foot surgery.  
Frankie and Ray Anderson, friends of 
Carol Norris from New Orleans, are 
struggling with medical problems. 
Frankie is in a rehab facility trying to 
learn to walk and support himself, and 
Ray will be having gallbladder surgery 
soon.   
 

(Carelines Cont.) 
 
Arthur Benjamin, Melinda Richardson’s 
brother, is in the hospital with Covid. He is 
going through a rough time and has devel-
oped blood in his lungs. Please pray for his 
healing.  
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, has 
prostate cancer.  
Debbie Cofer, Suzanne Clelland’s friend, is 
having precancerous breast surgery soon.   
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is recov-
ering from back surgery and is battling 
Parkinson’s disease.  
Cynthia Thomas, a friend of Leah Coving-
ton’s mom, had a lumpectomy and will 
begin radiation treatments soon.  
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our Church family: Sheryl 
Jackson, Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, and 
Dick Smith.  
Remember our families and friends: Jerry 
Moss (Sondra Moss’ husband), Dean 
Kendrick (Markie Jones’ grandmother), 
Elizabeth Chase (Joel Abbott’s co-worker’s 
sister) and Tyresha Riddle and Karis Riddle 
(Jasmine Burroughs, Joel Abbott’s medical 
assistant’s friends). 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Nic and Liz Weymouth           November 4 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Anthony Washington             October 31 
Kathryn Hunt              October 31 
RJ Arnold              October 31 
Teale Yeilding            November 1 
Cameron Covington           November 2 
Helen Reinhardt           November 2 
Chloe Arnold            November 2 
Alan Starns            November 3 
Suzanne Clelland           November 4 
Kathleen Eiring            November 4 
Jeff Church            November 5 
Carson Church            November 5 
 
“LORD, be gracious to us; we long for you. 

Be our strength every morning,  
our salvation in time of distress.” 

—Isaiah 33:2 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Hard Sayings: Shameless Prayer 
(Luke 11:5-13) 

 
The friend at midnight 
 
 
 
 
A child’s requests 
 
 
 
 
____________________ prayer 
 
 
 
 
____________________ prayer 
 
 
  

Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will look 
like for the next few weeks. 
 
October 31: Singing service. 
 
November 7: Chili Cook-off. 
 
November 14: Walk4Water at Veterans Park. 
 
November 21: Class: “What is God like?” 
 
November 28: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends or worship service at the building at 5:00pm. 


