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A narrow gate 
 

Numbers fascinate, but they often mislead as well. In spite of religious trends that suggest 
America is becoming less religious (which we’ve been discussing quite a bit), polls suggest 
that we’re still a fairly religious nation: About 75% of Americans self-identify as Christians 
(51% of Americans are Protestant, 24% Catholic). Alabama is considerably more Protestant 
(77%) and less Catholic (7.6%) than the national average. About 10% more people in Ala-
bama claim to be Christians than the nation as a whole, something that’s true throughout 
most of the deep South. 

I can’t help but wonder, do all of those people truly follow Christ? Are 8 out of 10 Americans 
committed to honoring and obeying him? 

I’m thankful answering those questions isn’t my job (it’s above my pay grade, as they say), 
but Jesus was quite clear when he said that most people won’t follow him: 

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, 
and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few” (Matthew 7:13-14). 

He speaks of the “many” and the “few” . . . “Many” turn toward destruction, while “few” 
embrace life. Most take the easy way, the one with few rules and a big crowd. The smaller 
number follow Christ, a life that involves self-denial and cross-bearing. 

That was certainly true in Jesus’ day—most people rejected him in his time on earth, and 
only a handful stayed with him to the end. Polls notwithstanding, it’s the same today. We 
know, and maybe everyone knows, that there’s more to following Jesus than answering 
“Christian” to a pollster’s question. Being a Christian is more than checking a box or attend-
ing church or being baptized. 

Read this astute observation from one scholar: “The percentage of true believers in places 
and times in which being ‘Christian’ is popular is perhaps not that different from the per-
centage of Christians in times of persecution, when few dare to profess who are not deeply 
committed” (Craig Blomberg, Matthew, p. 132). 

If he’s right, think about what that means. I think he’s saying that just because being a Chris-
tian is popular in a certain time and place doesn’t mean that the percentage of true believ-
ers is any higher then than when it’s not popular, such as in times of persecution. If that’s 
true—that the percentage of believers remains relatively constant throughout history—then 
poll numbers have absolutely nothing to do with what’s really true. 

Where does that leave us? Personally, it makes me want to “examine [myself], to see 
whether [I’m] in the faith” (2 Corinthians 13:50). Do I bear the marks of Jesus? Is there evi-
dence that the Holy Spirit lives in me and guides me? Am I exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit or 
the works of the flesh? 

As God’s church, it should remind us that we’ve got plenty of work to do. Most people in our 
area call themselves Christians, but that doesn’t mean they’ve truly surrendered themselves 
to Christ. Our communities are covered up with people who still need to know Jesus . . . 
what are we doing to reach them? 

Maybe this will serve as a bit of a wake-up call for you as it did me. The Jesus way is a diffi-
cult path to travel, but it’s the only one that leads to life . . . Let’s make sure we’re on it. And 
let’s help people find their way into the narrow gate. —Chuck 



Today 
 
Worship services for the AHEPA 3  
Senior Apartments will meet today at 
3:30pm at 3320 Old Columbiana Road 
in Hoover. 
 
Please email the Facilities team,  
facilities@hoovercoc.org, if you see  
anything pertaining to the building that 
needs to be addressed, repaired, etc. 
Thank you. 
 

Family News and Events 
 
We will be having a Stronger Families 
Workshop this Friday-Saturday, Octo-
ber 15-16. There is no cost to attend, 
and childcare will be provided. There is 
a sign-up sheet on the back rail in the 
auditorium, or you can register online.  
 
Our Ladies’ Ministry Kick-off will be on 
Sunday night, October 17, in the fellow-
ship hall. If you have any questions, 
please contact April Winningham. 
   
The Fall Festival is on Friday, October 
22, from 6:00-8:00pm. Our whole 
church family is invited (this event will 
not be open to the public). There will 
be so many fun things to do and lots of 
food to eat. Members, please donate 
Little Debbie snack cakes and bags of 
candy, and place these in the container 
in the foyer. Also, an email was sent 
with a link to sign up online to let us 
know how many in your family will be 
coming and to let us know if you can 
help. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet in the 
fellowship hall on Friday, October 29, at 
5:30pm for a Birthday Celebration, 
Game Night, and Supper.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
October 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Apple Juice.  
 
The next American Red Cross Blood 
Drive is on Sunday, November 7, from 
7:30am-1:00pm. Sign up at https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time; the sponsor code is 
HCOC.  

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in October for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr.  
 
Call to Worship: Nic Weymouth 
 
Scripture Reading: RJ Arnold 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Merv Prince 
 
Sermon: Nic Weymouth 
 
Communion: Wes Blankenship 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Will Spurlin 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton 
 
Video: Chad Blackmon 
 
Security: Shawn Troughton 
 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan  
for October 10-16 

 
Sunday, October 10: 2 John; 3 John; 
Isaiah 32  
Monday, October 11: 1 Peter 1-3;  
Isaiah 33  
Tuesday, October 12: 1 Peter 4-5;  
Isaiah 34  
Wednesday, October 13: Ezekiel 1-4; 
Isaiah 35  
Thursday, October 14: Reflection  
Friday, October 15: Ezekiel 5-7;  
Isaiah 36  
Saturday, October 16: Ezekiel 8-11;  
Isaiah 37 
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Carelines 
 

Jeanne Anderson will be having surgery 
this Friday, October 15. Please pray for a 
successful outcome and complete re-
covery. 
 
Sarah Washington has been diagnosed 
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma. She is 
scheduled to have more testing and 
then will begin treatment. 
 
Sheryl Jackson is recovering from a sec-
ond surgery and is staying at her daugh-
ter’s home.   
 
Jerry Moss, Sondra Moss’ husband, is in 
the hospital with problems due to his 
blood sugar, issues with pulmonary hy-
pertension, and several other medical 
conditions.  
 
Cynthia Thomas, a friend of Leah Cov-
ington’s mom, had a lumpectomy last 
week, and the procedure went well. She 
will begin radiation treatments soon 
and have at least one more surgery. 
  
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, has 
prostate cancer. 
 
Doug Abbott, Joel Abbott’s dad, is re-
covering from back surgery. 
 
Elizabeth Chase, Joel Abbott’s co-
worker’s sister, is at home now after 
being in the hospital for a long period. 
She is now being evaluated for heart 
failure as a result of postpartum issues. 
 
Dean Kendrick, Markie Jones’ grand-
mother, has been diagnosed with De-
mentia. 
 
Jane Spivey, Rex Anderson’s sister, is 
recovering from colon surgery.  
 
Tyresha Riddle is a friend of Jasmine 
Burroughs (Jasmine is Joel Abbott’s 
medical assistant). On September 9, 
Tyresha had preterm birth at 22 weeks, 
and her baby, Karis, had to have ab-
dominal surgery. Please pray for the 
baby’s healing and well-being. 
 

“Whoever believes in Me, as Scripture 
has said, rivers of living water will flow 

from within them” (John 7:38).  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time


Attendance and Offering 
October 3, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 157 
AM Worship: 217 
PM Worship: 85 
Wednesday: 94 
 
Contribution: $20,564.47 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $14,959.79 
Contribution to Date: $598,391.74 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 

 
 

2 Corinthians 8:21 
 

“For we are taking pains to do what is 
right, not only in the eyes of the Lord 

but also in the eyes of man.” 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker.  
Remember our Church family: Tiffany 
Roberts, Gail Powell, Mollye Melton, 
and Dick Smith.  
Remember our families and friends: 
Tim Hethcox (Markie Jones’ uncle), Rob-
ert & Tammy Powell (Tiffany Powell’s 
parents), Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ 
son), John McGee (Sam and Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor), Pam Reece 
(Jim Reece’s sister-in-law), Harry Green 
(Bill Rayburn’s friend), and Shirley Ray-
burn (Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law). 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
Dear Church family, 
Words cannot adequately express how 
overwhelmed we have been by the out-
pouring of love when my mother 
passed. We have received more cards, 
letters, texts, calls, voicemails, and hugs 
than we can possibly count. I always 
knew my family at Hoover was special, 
but you surprised even me. Thank you 
so much. Every act of kindness was a 
true comfort. 
Love, 
Leah 
 
Youth: Following Jesus might cost you 
money, popularity, and/or success. Are 
you willing to pay the price?   
Answer these questions truthfully: 
What would you do if all your friends 
and family told you that you were abso-
lutely stupid for following Jesus? 
What would you do if following Jesus 
meant you’d never be able to afford that 
overseas trip, a MacBook Air, or some 
AirPods? 
What would you do if following Jesus 
meant you would always be in the least 
cool group at school? 
Following Jesus doesn’t mean these 
things are all going to drop on you like a 
block of concrete. But if any of these 
questions made you sweat, chances are 
they’ve exposed something in your life 
that’s like an idol to you.  
—Kristen Young 

A Perfect Standard 
 
I have heard that the most perfect yard-
stick in the world is found in London. It is 
reported that experts spent ten years 
of patient work in bringing it to as near 
perfection as possible. It is made of plati-
num and iridium, and was designed 
as the standard yard length to be used by 
the British government. It is examined 
every fourteen years, and if it is 
found to vary as much as a millionth of an 
inch, then it will be rejected.   
This is interesting, but stop and think that 
the standard which God has given us is 
even more perfect. It never varies in any 
degree.   
The standards of men are not so. They are 
always being revised, changed, and al-
tered. This very fact testifies to their im-
perfection.   
The Bible is the perfect standard to guide 
our lives—religiously and morally. If a 
man were to abide by its precepts in reli-
gion, then he could not be wrong. If he 
would apply the principles of a good life 
found in it to his everyday existence, 
then he would find a better life. The 
psalmist said, “The law of the Lord is per-
fect, converting the soul” (Psalm 19:7).  
We cannot improve upon it. This is be-
cause its author is the essence of perfec-
tion Himself. In Him is no “variation 
or shadow of turning” (James 1:17). The 
nature of God and Christ does not change. 
The Hebrews writer testifies to this: 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Grant Dalton             October 10 
Jeanne Anderson            October 11 
Marcanthony Jenkins            October 11 
Joyce Baker             October 12 
Abbie Richey             October 15 
Adelaide McKeown            October 15 
Sylvia Huffman             October 15 
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Sunday Nights 
 
We’re excited about the opportunities to learn, serve, 
and grow on Sunday nights, so we want you to be aware 
of what’s ahead so you can prayerfully plan how you’re 
going to be involved. Here’s what Sunday nights will 
look like for the next few weeks. 
 
Tonight (October 10): Small groups.  
October 17: Class in the auditorium: “What is God like?” 
(Exodus 34:5-7).  
October 24: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends.  
October 31: Singing service.  
November 7: Faith in Action.  
November 14: Walk4Water.  
November 21: Class: “What is God like at home?”  
November 28: Spiritual growth at home with fami-
ly/friends. 

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


