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What I’ve learned in hospital rooms 
As a minister I’ve visited hospitals a lot over the years, usually for a surgery or sickness that kept 
the patient in the hospital for a day or two, maybe longer. Occasionally, though, it’s different. 
Sometimes people are facing the day that in some sense they’ve always feared. 

Years ago I went to see a Christian friend whose doctors had said those words that no wife or hus-
band, no son or daughter, no parent or friend ever wants to hear: There’s nothing more we can do. 
Call the family in. We’ll keep her comfortable. 

Even when someone has lived her life as a servant of Jesus—as this friend had—it’s sad. Not for 
the person who’s going to be with the Lord, but for the ones left behind. The sorrow is tempered 
by hope, but it’s still sorrow. It still hurts those who love her. 

Around that same time a chaplain at a Birmingham hospital called and said he had a patient from 
another state who had just been told by his doctors that he had inoperable cancer. He had no fam-
ily close by, and his church family was hours away, but he wanted a minister from the Church of 
Christ to come pray with him. I was torn—I was thankful that praying with him might bring him 
some comfort, but it was hard to walk into that room. 

A few years ago I got a call from someone I didn’t know in another state, and she asked if I would 
visit a relative of hers who was in a local hospital. I agreed, of course, but when I got to the hospi-
tal I realized the situation was more serious than I thought. He was alone in ICU and was in critical 
condition. I prayed with him, and he seemed to understand what was happening, then he stopped 
breathing. I called for the nurses, and they walked in and took over. I didn’t know what to do 
next—what do you do when in an instant someone steps from this world into eternity? 

When you’re in the presence of death your first concern is for the people who are most intimately 
affected—the person himself, and then his family and close friends. You want to do what you can 
to comfort them, to bring them peace, to help them feel God’s presence. 

But then, inevitably, comes self-reflection. This introspection is natural, I think, and probably part 
of what the Teacher meant when he wrote, “It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go 
to the house of feasting, for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart” (Eccl. 
7:2O). He’s talking about funerals, but ICUs and ERs probably work almost as well. 

That day is coming for me, we think. One day my spouse or parent or best friend will be lying in a 
bed like that one. What will I wish I had done? What will I wish I had said? 

And then even closer to home, one day I’ll be lying on that bed. What will matter then? My hobby, 
my job? My house, my car, my things? 

On that day, we won’t think a lot about much of what occupies our thinking now. We won’t fret 
over the outcome of the football game, the worrisome noise in the SUV, the minor annoyances of 
life. 

But we’ll want to know that we’ve walked with Jesus. Like my friend in ICU, we’ll want to know 
that we helped the people around us to know the Lord. 

We’ll have regrets, but we’ll find peace in knowing that God won’t hold them against us. Jesus put 
them on his shoulders and carried them up Golgotha’s hill—every thoughtless word, every unkind 
act, every impure thought. He became our sin so that we might become his sinlessness. He took on 
our guilt so that we could be clothed in his innocence. 

When that day comes for you and me, that’s all that’ll matter—our life with Jesus, and the corol-
lary effects it had on our relationships with others. Then, when we take that first tentative step 
into the unseen realm, we’ll fall headlong into the arms of the one who showed his love by becom-
ing one of us. The one who tasted an earthly death so we could avoid an eternal one. 

Maybe I can paraphrase the Teacher’s words like this: “It’s better to go to an ICU room than to a 
dining room, because the hospital teaches us what’s most important.”  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Visitors, welcome to our worship ser-
vice this morning—we’re thankful for 
your presence. Please fill out a visitor’s 
card that is located in the pew. We 
would like to know where you are vis-
iting from. 
 
Don’t forget about our Bible Classes 
for all ages on Sunday morning at 
9:00am. 
 
Worship service for the AHEPA 3 Senior 
Apartments is at 3:30pm at 3320 Old 
Columbiana Road in Hoover. 

Tonight at 5:00pm, we will meet in the 
auditorium for Singing, Prayer, and 
Scripture. 
 

 Family News and Events 
 
The Food Pantry is beginning its 8th 
year! Although there has been a decline 
in numbers, we still serve families in 
need every month. This ministry contin-
ues to rely on your generous donation 
of the monthly pantry item. We are 
asking that you limit your donations to 
the food item requested for the 
month, or to items and sizes posted on 
the pantry bulletin board. The food 
item that is needed this month is 
Canned Fruit. Thank you for your con-
tinued support of this ministry. 
 
The Young at Heart will meet for Birth-
day Celebration, Game Night, and Sup-
per in the fellowship hall at 5:30pm on 
Friday, February 18.  
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Paul & Anita Williams, Jr.     February 15 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Donna Rhodes         February 14 
Jean Prince         February 16 
Brandon Kelly         February 17 
Steve Hamm         February 17 
Paul Merryman         February 18 
Donovan Gagakuma        February 18 
Annie Spivey         February 19 
Matthew Trousdale        February 19 
Jeffrey Heflin         February 19 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in February for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr. 
   
• Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
• Scripture Reading: Allen Taylor  
• Singing: Kyle Wadley  
• Opening Prayer: Quincy Collins          
• Sermon: Chuck Webster  
• Communion: Jerry Culbertson  
• Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr.  
• Closing Prayer: Drew Spivey  
• Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton  
       Alternate: Will Spurlin   
• Video: Clint Richey  
• Security: Daniel Warren  
       Alternate: Norman Rutland 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for  
February 13-20 

  
• Sunday, February 13: Numbers 5-6  
• Monday, February 14: Numbers 7  
• Tuesday, February 15: Numbers 8-

10  
• Wednesday, February 16: Numbers  

• 11-13  
• Thursday, February 17: Numbers 

14-15  
• Friday, February 18: Numbers 16-

17 
•   
• Saturday, February 19: Numbers 

18-20  
• Sunday, February 20: Numbers 21-

22 
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Carelines 
 

Jeanne Anderson will be starting chem-
otherapy soon, and she requests our 
prayers that the treatments will be 
effective. Please pray fervently for her. 
 
Edward Curry will be having knee re-
placement surgery on Monday, Febru-
ary 21. Please remember him in your 
prayers as he prepares for this surgery. 
 
Philip Gaither, Steven Gaither’s brother, 
is extremely ill with COVID pneumonia. 
Please pray for his healing. 
 
Daphne Smith, Reggie Arnold’s col-
league’s stepdaughter, has been strug-
gling with a brain tumor for years, and it 
has recently returned aggressively. 
Please pray for her and her family.  
 
Gary Bradley, a former minister of Hoo-
ver, has a grandbaby, Maggie, who has 
been treated at UAB for Nonketotic Hy-
perglycinemia (NKH). They have dis-
charged her from the hospital, and she 
is now at home. She is being fed with a 
G-tube—please continue to pray for her 
and for her family as well. 
 
Caroline McNeill, Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s sister-in-law’s sister, has esopha-
geal cancer and is now on her fourth 
round of chemo treatments. She has not 
had surgery yet. Please pray for her 
healing. 
 
Austin Wentz, 14-year-old grandson of 
John and Wilda Gardner (friends of the 
Rayburns), has been allowed to go 
home. He is now going to St. Jude three 
times weekly for his treatments. His re-
cent PT scan showed the mass in his 
chest was gone. The treatments are 
working, and he is in remission. Please 
continue to keep Austin in your prayers. 
 
Tony Cutler, Kayla Reaves’ uncle, is re-
covering from surgery due to a heart 
attack. 
 
Linda Ross, a friend of Suzanne Clelland, 
is suffering with sepsis. 
 
Kevin and Chris Bryant, Suzanne Clel-
land’s best friend’s sister and husband, 
have COVID.  



Attendance and Offering 
February 6, 2022 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 170 
AM Worship: 235 
PM Worship: 143 
Wednesday: 146 
 
Contribution: $17,846.97 
Weekly Budget: $15,050.00 
Weekly Average: $16,850.69 
Contribution to Date: $101,104.12 
 

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

Psalm 13:5-6 
 

“But I trust in your unfailing love; 
my heart rejoices in your salvation. 

I will sing the Lord’s praise, for He has 
been good to me.” 
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(Carelines cont.) 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Joyce Baker. 
 
Remember our church family: Jamie 
Starns, Susan Pope, Sarah Washington, 
Linda Crow, Jeanne Anderson, Monica 
Robinson, Sheryl Jackson, Gail Powell, 
Dick Smith, and Mollye Melton. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Hadley Nelson (Joel Abbott’s patient’s 
child), Doug Abbott (Joel Abbott’s dad), 
Corey Burke (Ashton Henry’s cousin), 
Patrick Nichols (Lynne Nichols’ son), 
Anita Wadley (Kyle Wadley’s mom), 
Charlie Davis (Leah Covington’s dad), 
Sam Cunningham (Janie Gaither’s co-
worker’s nephew), Dean Kendrick 
(Markie Jones’ grandmother), Natalie 
Smart (Joel Abbott’s medical assistant), 
Carlotta Stevens (Tom and Giana Kid-
well’s longtime friend), and Chris Heth-
cox (Markie Jones’ dad). 
 
 
 

Isaiah 41:10 
God Strengthens You 

 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.”  
God has promised us His strength. He 
will never give you a trial you are una-
ble to handle. As children of God, we 
can call upon His power at any time. 
 
 
 
3 John 2: “Beloved, I wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper and be 
in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”  
The Good News: Despite how you may 
feel physically, someone is always pray-
ing for your health and safety.  
—Ni’Kesia Pannell, Woman’s Day 
 
 
 
 

An Unnecessary Exercise 
 
A man was hoeing his garden in a chair. Said 
the passerby to himself, “What laziness!” 
However, closer observation revealed to the 
passerby a pair of crutches leaning against the 
chair. The passerby was guilty of that unneces-
sary exercise called “jumping to conclusions.” 
Be honest! Very little effort is required for 
attaching the worst connotation possible to 
the decisions or actions of others. Yes, it is so 
easy to jump to conclusions, ignoring or being 
void of all the facts behind the decisions and 
actions of others. So what will help us be more 
fair in the concepts we have of one another 
and the conclusions we draw about one an-
other? From the words of Jesus in that familiar 
passage (Matthew 7:1-5) there are several 
things we need to remember.  
First, it is wrong to judge impetuously and 
jump to conclusions about another. Jesus said, 
“Judge not.” 
 
Second, life is a mirror; we receive from it 
what we put into it. Jesus warned, “With what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and 
with what measure ye mete, it shall be meas-
ured to you again” (Matthew 7:2). Yes, if we 
jump to conclusions about others, others will 
jump to conclusions about us.   
Third, jumping to conclusions will adversely 
affect our relationship with fellow brethren. 
Such is inevitable when we capitalize on the 
faults of brethren—“the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye”—and fail to consider our own 
faults—“the beam that is in thine own 
eye” (Matthew 7:3). 
 
Fourth, jumping to conclusions will adversely 
affect our concept of self. Such transpires 
when our actions say to another, “Let me pull 
the mote out of thine eye,” but at the same 
time a beam is in our own eye (Matthew 
7:24). 
 
Fifth, jumping to conclusions will adversely 
affect our relationship with God. Yes, jumping 
to conclusions makes us a “hypocrite” 
(Matthew 7:5). 
 
We may not be blind to the faults of others, 
but let us at least be fair to one another in 
reference to these faults. Remember, “the 
crosses people bear are seldom in plain sight!”   
“Judge not according to appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment” (John 4:24). Would that 
not be great? 
 
—Dan Winkler 
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Place  

Postage  

 
3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 

Rest 
(Mark 2:23-28) 

 
God ____________________ 
 
 
 
The rest ____________________ brings 
 
 
 
Sabbath is . . .  
 _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 _____________________________ 
 
 
 
Me? How? 
 
 
 

GriefShare Ministry 
 

So many people within our church family have experienced significant losses 
in their lives, so we’re thankful to be able to offer a GriefShare Ministry. This 
will be a learning, sharing, and supportive small group ministry that will be 
open to members of our congregation. It is organized around a thirteen-
week schedule where participants meet together for around two hours each 
week and watch professionally-designed videos featuring encouragement 
from professional grief counselors and also sharing from people who are 
grieving. These presentations are coupled with discussions that are designed 
to internalize what participants learn in the videos. If you think this ministry 
might help you process your loss, please reach out to Harold Rhodes, Kyle 
Wadley, or Chuck Webster for more information, or you can visit https://
www.griefshare.org/. This group meets each Sunday from 2:00-4:00pm. 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 

 
Sunday Evenings 

 
In addition to our classes and worship on Sunday mornings and classes on 
Wednesday evenings, we’re looking forward to providing many opportuni-
ties on Sunday evenings over the course of 2022. Here’s what we have 
planned: 
 
First Sunday of each month: Faith in Action (opportunity to serve our com-
munity in some way; Bible study in the church auditorium will also be pro-
vided) 
Second Sunday: Pray and sing and read Scripture together in the auditorium 
Third Sunday: Sing and study Scripture in the auditorium 
Fourth Sunday: Spend time at home with friends and/or family (worship 
opportunity provided in the auditorium as well)  
Fifth Sunday: Sing together in the auditorium  
 

https://www.griefshare.org/
https://www.griefshare.org/

