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July 11, 2021 

 

Forgive 

I like forgiveness quite a bit, don’t you? I like for my wife to forgive me when I’ve 
been rude or unkind. I like for my kids to forgive my impatience. I like others to ex-
tend heaps of forgiveness to me when I need it. I especially like God’s forgiveness. 
As believers, we revel in the fact that God doesn’t hold sin against us . . . that he re-
moves our sins from us “as far as the east is from the west” (Psalm 103:12). 

We like that. 

But there’s a part of forgiveness that’s not as easy to enjoy. Jesus mentions it in the 
middle of his model prayer: “and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors” (Matthew 6:12). And to make sure we didn’t miss that little phrase, he adds 
this postscript: “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses” (vv 14-15). 

“Forgive us our debts”—we like that. 

“. . . as we also have forgiven our debtors”—not so much. 

I’m not sure why it’s so hard to forgive others, but it might be that withholding it 
gives us a little power over them. We can use it against them at some point—“Do 
you remember when you . . . ?” 

Or maybe it’s that we think they don’t really deserve it. They might not be complete-
ly genuine in their repentance. Maybe they’ll do it again. They ought to get what 
they deserve. 

But Jesus calls us to a higher road, of course. He asks us to forgive as we’ve been for-
given, which means that we can’t forgive only those who deserve it. Remember—we 
don’t deserve it either. 

It means we can’t be concerned about their getting properly punished, because we 
don’t get the punishment we deserve. And it means we can’t hold a grudge over 
their heads, because when the Lord forgives us, he never brings it up again. 

Are you holding something against your spouse? Are you nursing a grudge against a 
friend? Do you have something against someone at church? Is your relationship with 
one of your kids strained? 

Relationships are always complicated, but the first step you might take is to forgive, 
to let the past go, to drop the grudge. It probably won’t be one of the easiest parts 
about our walk with Christ, but it’s crucial.  

We forgive because we’ve been forgiven, and we forgive so that we will be forgiven.    
—Chuck 



Today 
 

Worship services for the AHEPA 3 Sen-
ior Apartments will meet today at 3320 
Old Columbiana Road in Hoover at 
3:30pm. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 
Please rejoice with Scott Warren (son 
of Daniel and Lauren Warren) and Jo-
nah White (son of Kori White)—they 
were both baptized at Backwoods 
Christian Camp.  
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
July 25, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item for this month is Apple Juice. 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Donna Dearien     July 17 
Jim & Denia Petruzella    July 17 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
April Winningham   July 12 
Lindsay Lyles     July 14 
Angela Taylor    July 16 
Ian Fantroy     July 16 
Brooks Goff     July 18 
Linda Graham    July 18 
 
 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 
 

“Though the fig tree does not bud 
and there are no grapes on the vines, 

though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen 
and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will be joyful in God my Savior.”  

 
 

Psalm 71:8 
 

“My mouth is filled with your praise, 
declaring your splendor all day long.” 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Jonathan Weimer 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Jason McKeown 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Wes Blankenship 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Norman Rutland 
 
Audio/Cameras: Rick Williams 
Alternate: Will Spurlin 
 
Video: Clint Richey 
 
Security: Steven Gaither 
Alternate: George Faison 
 
 

Bible Reading Plan for July 11-17 
 

Sunday, July 11: 1 Chronicles 21-23; 
Song of Solomon 3 
 
Monday, July 12: 1 Chronicles 24-26; 
Song of Solomon 4 
 
Tuesday, July 13: 1 Chronicles 27-29; 
Song of Solomon 5 
 
Wednesday, July 14: Hosea 1-4;  
Song of Solomon 6 
 
Thursday, July 15: Reflection 
 
Friday, July 16: Hosea 5-8;  
Song of Solomon 7 
 
Saturday, July 17: Hosea 9-11;  
Song of Solomon 8 
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Youth 
 
Anyone who plans to attend the 7th 
session at Backwoods Christian Camp, 
July 25-30, must fill out the online pre-
registration no later than today; click 
on the link below.  
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/camp/
Counselors are needed at BCC, so if 
you’re able to help, please let Darrell 
Powell know.  
 
VBS, Kindergarten-6th Grades (Fall 
2021): Go For The Gold With God! 
Thursday-Friday, July 15-16 (6:00-
8:00pm), Dinner will be served; Satur-
day, July 17, from 10:00am-12:30pm, 
Celebration will follow. Click the links 
below to register and to volunteer: 
Register: 
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/;  
Volunteer: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040B4BACA928A31-20211 

 
 

Carelines 
 
Mary Still, Doris Sankey’s mom, is with 
hospice, and her health is declining rap-
idly. Please pray for this family during a 
difficult time. 
 
Darren Brooks, Bob and Joy Brooks’ 
son, has been ill with COVID-19 for two 
weeks and is not getting better. Please 
pray for his health and healing; he has a 
4-year-old son to care for. 
 
Charlene Thomas is having some health 
issues; please pray that she will find a 
doctor who can help her and for her 
healing. 
 
George Faison requested prayers for his 
wife, Rita, and her family, upon the 
death of her niece. Please pray for their 
courage as they mourn their loss. 
 
Patrick Nichols, Lynne Nichols’ son, had 
surgery on his foot on Thursday morn-
ing, and it went very well. 
 
Pam Reece, Jim Reece’s sister-in-law, is 
undergoing chemo treatments and is 
also being treated for Parkinson's. 

https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/camp/
https://hooverchurchofchrist.org/vbs/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BACA928A31-20211
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BACA928A31-20211


Count Your Many Blessings 
 

Count your blessings instead of your 
crosses; count your gains  

instead of your losses;  
Count your joys instead of your  

woes; count your friends  
instead of your foes;  

Count your smiles instead of your  
tears; count your courage  

instead of your fears;   
Count your full years instead of your 

lean; count your kind deeds  
instead of your mean;  

Count your health instead of your 
wealth; and yes, above all,   

Count on God instead of yourself.  
—Anonymous 

 
 

God’s Plan for Saving Man 
 
Divine Love: John 3:16  
God’s Grace: Ephesians 2:8  
Christ’s Blood: Romans 5:9  
Holy Spirit’s Word: Romans 1:16  
Sinner’s Faith: Acts 16:31  
Sinner’s Repentance: Luke 13:3  
Sinner’s Confession: Romans 10:10  
Sinner’s Baptism: Acts 22:16  
Christian’s Love: Matthew 22:37  
Christian’s Work: James 2:24  
Christian’s Hope: Romans 8:24  
Christian’s Endurance: Revelation 2:10 
 
 

History: July 11 
 
July 11, 1886: Protestant missionary,  
Horace Underwood, secretly baptizes 
Mr. Toh Sa No in Korea—the first record-
ed protestant baptism in that country. 
However, an underground church was 
probably already active in Korea, begun 
by Korean workmen who had heard the 
gospel in China. 
 
July 11, 1955: Congress puts “In God We 
Trust” on all U.S. currency. 
 

Attendance and Offering 
July 4, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 130 
AM Worship: 188 
PM Worship:  
Wednesday: 114 
 
Contribution: 19,124.39 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,258.66 
Contribution to Date: $411,983.85  

 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 
 
“And every tongue acknowledge that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 

—Philippians 2:11 
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(Carelines Cont.) 
 
Tamil Hillary had surgery on her hand; 
please pray that her recovery and heal-
ing will go well. 
 
Charlie Davis, Leah Covington’s dad, 
has been diagnosed with prostate can-
cer. Please pray for his healing. 
 
Jeanne Anderson is feeling some 
better; please continue to pray for her 
health.  
 
Alfonso Johnson has been put on a 
heart monitor—please pray for his 
health to be renewed. 
 
Tiffany Stack, Sylvia Huffman’s grand-
daughter, is having some health issues 
with her pregnancy. Please pray for her 
and her baby. 
 
John McGee, Sam and Melody 
Warbington’s neighbor, has stage 4 can-
cer; the prognosis is not good. Please 
continue to pray for him and his wife, 
Terry. 
 
Harry Green, Bill Rayburn’s friend, is 
being treated for lymphoma. Please 
pray for his healing. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Lynne Nichols, 
Nancy Williams, and Dale & Joyce 
Baker. 
 
Remember our Church family: Brenda 
Warren, Dick Smith, Gail Powell, Sarah 
Washington, and Hosea Dallas. 
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Lonnie (Donna Rhodes’ friend’s father), 
Marc Hudson (Jim & Christy Reece’s 
neighbor), Dave Horre and Bruce Horre 
(Jim & Christy Reece’s friends), (Dennis 
(Doyal Newsom’s brother), Jenny Tuck-
er (Giana Kidwell’s niece), Donna Wim-
berly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-law), 
Courtney Carlisto (former member of 
Hoover), Jessica Brown (Kaiden Kenne-
dy’s sister), Shirley Rayburn (Bill Ray-
burn’s sister-in-law), and Aaron Bell 
(former member of Hoover). 
 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and forget not all His benefits.” 

—Psalm 103:2 
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Place  

Postage  

They will be surprised 
(1 Peter 4:1-6) 

 
__________ yourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They will think you’re _________________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But you’ll be ________________________________. 
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