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 What? Love that person? 
When I get to a new part of Jesus’ teaching, I keep thinking something like this: Now this is 
one of the most challenging parts of following Jesus. 

Turns out, the whole discipleship thing is demanding. If I’m looking for easy, I probably 
ought to look somewhere else. Jesus doesn’t seem too interested in making things smooth-
er. 

So if you want something palatable, you should probably stop reading now. 

Here’s what he said: 

You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what re-
ward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 
brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
(Matthew 5:43-47). 

Pretty much everything I know about organized crime I learned from Hollywood, but even 
Mafia folks take care of their own people, right? The mobster may torture and murder his 
enemies, but he’s always good to his mother. (Unless she crosses him, of course.) 

Think of whatever group of people that for you epitomize wickedness—in his culture Jesus 
used tax collectors and pagans—and even those people are good to the ones in their group. 

Jesus’ point is clear: If we only love the ones who love us, we’re not doing anything that 
atheists and unbelievers don’t already do. And by “love,” Jesus isn’t talking about an emo-
tion. He’s telling us to act in the best interests of our enemies. 

He also tells us to “greet” our enemies, and he’s not saying we’ve satisfied our obligation 
when we mutter “hello” to the unlikable co-worker or wave toward the grumpy neighbor. 
“Greet” means to extend heartfelt “expressions of desire for the other person’s welfare” 
(Blomberg, quoting Gundry). 

If I’m reading this right, Jesus is saying that our commitment to him isn’t measured best by 
how we treat friends and family. After all, what kind of loser is mean to his mother, right? 

He’s telling us to do what is unthinkable to someone outside of Christ—to extend his love to 
people who don’t like us and who mistreat us. 

So here’s a discipline for today: Think of an enemy . . . someone who for whatever reason 
has decided to take advantage of or mistreat you or someone in your family. 

Pray for him or her. Hard. Without gritting your teeth. 

Or at least without really gritting them. 

At first you probably won’t really mean what you say, but ask God to change your heart. Ask 
him to help you love that person. Ask him to give you an opportunity this week to extend 
toward him something he absolutely doesn’t deserve—the love of Jesus. It’s probably worth 
pointing out that Jesus gives us grace even though we don’t deserve it. 

It might be the hardest thing you do this week, but scratching the backs of those who 
scratch ours . . . pretty much everybody already does that.  —Chuck 



Today 
 
Bible classes for adults meet in the fol-
lowing rooms: Library, Team 1: Jason 
McKeown, Torrey Clark, Ben Vick, Don-
nie Winningham; Downstairs, Team 2: 
Steve Cotney, Bill Rayburn, Eddie San-
key, Harold Rhodes; Auditorium, Team 
3: Merv Prince, Wade Warren, Chuck 
Webster, Jeff Melton. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, ei-
ther at home or with other members. 

 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sunday, 
April 25, from 3:00-4:30pm, and the 
food item that is needed this month is 
Peanut Butter. 
 
The Hoover CoC Family Retreat, Re-
newing Our Homes: This retreat is for 
all members—singles and families—
ages Nursery-99. Join the fun at the 
Harbor Lodge at Children’s Harbor on 
Lake Martin on Friday-Sunday, April 30-
May 2. Private rooms with your own 
bathroom are available, and there is no 
cost to you. It will be a relaxing and en-
couraging time together. Please see 
Darrell or Kyle with any questions. 
 
Our Ladies’ Bible Class meets on Tues-
days from 11:30am-12:30pm. If you are 
unable to attend, you can participate 
with the class on Zoom. Babysitting is 
provided at no cost to you. Please con-
tact Denia Petruzella or Leah Coving-
ton with any questions. 

 
 
 
“The tongue of the righteous is choice 
silver, but the heart of the wicked is of 
little value.” 
—Proverbs 10:20 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Marc Handley 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Paul Kirby 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Jerry Culbertson 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Darrell Powell 
 
Audio/Cameras: Grant Dalton  
Alternate: David Naylor 
 
Video: Will Spurlin 
 
Security: Shawn Troughton 
Alternate: Walden Schlundt 
 

 
Bible Reading for April 18-24 

 
Sunday, April 18: Matthew 17-19; 
Psalm 65 
 
Monday, April 19: Matthew 20-22; 
Psalm 66 
 
Tuesday, April 20: Matthew 23-25; 
Psalm 67 
 
Wednesday, April 21: Matthew 26-28; 
Psalm 68 
 
Thursday, April 22: Reflection 
 
Friday, April 23: Judges 1-3;  
Psalm 69:1-18 
 
Saturday, April 24: Judges 4-6;  
Psalm 69:19-36 
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Youth 
 
Sunday, April 18: Area-wide devotional. 
 
Wednesday, April 21: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
Saturday, April 24: Youth Group 101. 
 
Wednesday, May 5: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
Saturday, May 8: Outdoor fun day and 
bus washing. 
 
Wednesday, May 12: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
Sunday, May 16: Area-wide devotional. 
 
Friday, May 21: Fun Friday escape 
room. 
 
Wednesday, May 26: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible class. 
 
 
 

Teenage Years 
 

Teenage years are some of the most 
exciting, yet challenging, years of life. 
It’s a time to leave adolescence and 
childhood behind to grow into the per-
son God intended you to be. These 
years are a time to foster deep roots in 
Christ and come into knowing Him 
better through relationship. Biblical wis-
dom for life is like water to budding 
blossoms.   
—Cally Logan 

 
 
 

“How can a young person stay on the 
path of purity? By living according to 

your word.”  
—Psalm 119:9 

 
 
 

“Discerning God’s calling is more a rela-
tionship than a route, more journey 
than destination. It’s about who you are 
becoming more than where you are go-
ing. Perhaps it’s less about what you do 
and more about how well you do what-
ever you do.”  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/119-9.html


  Carelines 
 

Linda Crow, Marla Troughton’s mom, is re-
covering well from surgery due to an aneu-
rysm in her brain. She will be undergoing 
physical therapy soon.  
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-law, 
is going through a difficult time after having 
surgery for breast cancer. 
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is do-
ing somewhat better. The doctors are work-
ing with him to get him strong enough for a 
lung transplant. The family appreciates the 
prayers. 
 
Aaron Bell, a former member of Hoover, will 
undergo chemo treatments for four months. 
The hope is that this will shrink the tumor 
enough to remove it completely with sur-
gery. 
 
Sharon Phillips, Wendy Wadley’s sister, is 
battling cancer. Please keep her in your pray-
ers, and if you would like to send a cheerful/
thinking-of-you card, her address is 710 
Swinging Bridge Road NW, Arab, AL 35016. 
 
Nancy Harris’ new address is Morningside of 
Riverchase, 2184 Parkway Lake Drive, Room 
102, Hoover, AL 35244. If you would like to 
visit Nancy, please make an appointment 
with Morningside. Also, let the phone ring 
several times if you want to call her; her 
number is (205) 960-5669.  
 
Patsy McDaniel, Holly Church’s mom, has 
completed her treatments; pray that these 
have healed her. Cards can be mailed to her 
to the care of Holly Church, 1027 Grand Oaks 
Drive, Bessemer, AL 35022. 
 
Jessica Brown, the sister of Kaiden Kennedy, 
has stage 4 cancer. Kaiden is a student at 
UAB who has been attending Hoover. 
  
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Mollye Mel-
ton, Charlene Thomas, Hosea Dallas, Dick 
Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah Wash-
ington, Gail Powell, and Sylvia Huffman.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Dennis 
(Doyal Newsom’s brother), Eugene Horstead 
(Jeff Melton’s cousin), and Cecil Haywood 
(Jeff Melton’s brother-in-law).     
 
 
“Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to 

the soul and healing to the bones.” 
—Proverbs 16:24 

Attendance and Offering 
April 11, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 137 
Worship, 10:00am: 207 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 130  
 
Contribution: $13,838.43 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,682.27 
Contribution to Date: $235,234.08 

 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
 

 
“For this is what the Lord has com-

manded us: I have made you a light for 
the Gentiles, that you may bring salva-

tion to the ends of the earth.” 
—Acts 13:47 
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Words of Gratitude 
 

To My Church Family,  
Thank you for the many prayers made 
on my behalf and for the calls and 
cards. Please continue to pray during 
my time of healing here at Morningside. 
Each response has been an encourage-
ment to me.  
Nancy Harris 

 
 
 

Psalm 95:1-3 
 

“Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our 

salvation.  
Let us come before him with thanksgiv-
ing and extol him with music and song.  

For the Lord is the great God, 
the great King above all gods.” 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Jim Petruzella   April 19 
Tiffany McKeown  April 21 
Mervyn Prince   April 21 
Anita Williams   April 23 
Bill Laughmiller   April 23 
Don Thomason   April 26 
Damian Fantroy   April 26 
Micah Fantroy   April 27 
Walden Schlundt  April 27 
Levy Vick   April 27 
Jon Hunt   April 27 
 
 
 
Psalm 16:11: “You teach me the way of 
life. In your presence is total celebra-
tion. Beautiful things are always in your 
right hand.” 
 
The Good News: God has the greatest 
gifts to give, we just need to ask for 
them. He is filled with joy and love, and 
he is ready to provide them to his chil-
dren. 
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 
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Place  

Postage  

Forgive 
(Matthew 18:21-35) 

 
Why forgiveness really matters 
 
 
What it looks like 
 
     “______________________________________________” 
 
 
     “______________________________________________”  
 
 
     “______________________________________________”  
 
 
Learning forgiveness 
 
     A _______________________________ who supports you 
 
 
     The ___________________________________ of the king 

 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


