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 Anger management 

We’ve all got anger issues. Most of us probably wouldn’t need to think too hard 
to remember a few times recently when we got angrier than we should have—
and probably said or did something we shouldn’t have. 

It might’ve been only yesterday when you got mad at your spouse and made 
sure to let him know about it. And your kids—they can get you riled up quicker 
than anyone, right? Or your parents, roommate, or friends? 

It’s funny how it’s often the people closest to us who set us off the quickest. 

Only it’s not really funny at all. 

You probably recall these words: 

You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder; and who-
ever murders will be liable to judgment.” But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable to the 
hell of fire (Matthew 5:21-22). 

This passage speaks to us more directly than we’d like to admit. It’s wrong to 
murder, Jesus says, but everybody already knows that. He goes further: it’s also 
sinful to get angry or hurl epithets at the people around you, particularly peo-
ple in your spiritual family (your “brother”). 

He uses the word Raca (“insults his brother”), an Aramaic word that means 
something like empty-headed. “You fool!” connotes immorality and godless-
ness, as well as idiocy (Blomberg, Matthew, p. 107). 

But I don’t think he’s as concerned about the actual words as he is about the 
anger they reflect and the insults they convey. 

Don’t insult people by using epithets or any other kind of degrading speech. 

Don’t talk down to them. Don’t mock them, criticize them, or make fun of 
them. 

More importantly, deal with your anger. Ask yourself why you lose your cool. Is 
it selfishness? Is it pride? 

It’s one thing to feel good about ourselves because we don’t struggle with vio-
lence . . . at least we don’t do that like some people. 

As he always does, Jesus goes deeper than that. He goes right to our hearts and 
asks, “I’m glad you don’t murder, but what are you doing with your anger?” 

—Chuck 



Today 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. We still have to 
follow the CDC Guidelines, so no vol-
unteers are needed at this time. Your 
support for this ministry is appreciat-
ed immensely. 
 
Bible classes for adults meet in the 
following rooms: Library, Team 1: Ja-
son McKeown, Torrey Clark, Ben Vick, 
Donnie Winningham; Downstairs, 
Team 2: Steve Cotney, Bill Rayburn, 
Eddie Sankey, Harold Rhodes; Audito-
rium, Team 3: Merv Prince, Wade 
Warren, Chuck Webster, Jeff Melton. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

There will be a Baby Girl Shower for 
Brooke and Marcus Harris in the front 
lobby on Sunday, March 7, from 2:30-
4:00pm. They are registered at the 
following link: https://
www.babylist.com/brookeharris. If 
you have any questions or would like 
to help with this shower, please con-
tact Wendi Vick. 
 
The Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class meets 
weekly in the Senior High Room at 
11:30am. Babysitting is provided at no 
cost to you. If you have any questions, 
please contact Leah Covington or De-
nia Petruzella. 
 
 
If you want to be happy, you have to 
be happy on purpose. When you wake 
up, you can’t just wait to see what 
kind of day you’ll have. You have to 
decide what kind of day you’ll have. 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in February for Needs: 
Paul Williams, Jr. 
Elder to Contact in March for Needs: 
Jimmy Lyles  
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Walden Schlundt  
Singing: Kyle Wadley  
Opening Prayer: Jonathan Weimer  
Sermon: Chuck Webster  
Communion: Eddie Sankey  
Announcements: Harold Rhodes  
Closing Prayer: Chad Blackmon  
Audio/Cameras: Will Spurlin  
Alternate: Clint Richey  
Video: Chad Blackmon  
Security: Daniel Warren  
Alternate: Norman Rutland 
 

 
 

Bible Reading for  
February 28-March 6 

    
Sunday, February 28: Hebrews 1-3; 
Psalm 24  
Monday, March 1: Hebrews 4-6;  
Psalm 25  
Tuesday, March 2: Hebrews 7-10; 
Psalm 26  
Wednesday, March 3: Hebrews 11-13; 
Psalm 27  
Thursday, March 4: Reflection  
Friday, March 5: Numbers 1-3;  
Psalm 28  
Saturday, March 6: Numbers 4-7; 
Psalm 29 

 

Youth 
 
Wednesday, March 3: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Sunday, March 7: Teen Devotional. 
 
Wednesday, March 10: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Friday, March 12: Parents’ Night Out! 
 
Wednesday, March 17: Bring your own 
dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Sunday, March 21: Area-wide Devotional 
at the Ashville Road Church of Christ. 
 
Sunday, March 28: Easter Egg Hunt! 

 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 
Lee & Patty Bowman                  March 3 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Aiden McQuillan                        February 28 
Andrew McQuillan            February 28 
Eden Powell             February 28 
Spencer Dalton      March 1 
Annika Dalton      March 1 
Corey Covington, Sr.                  March 2 
Matt Graham      March 2 
Clark Sharit      March 3 
Madelyn Hunt      March 3 
Shawna Brown       March 5 
            

James 1:12 
 

“Those who stand firm during testing are 
blessed. They are tried and true. They will 
receive the life God has promised to 
those who love Him as their reward.”  
The Good News: Believe in God’s strength 
and goodness, and you’ll be blessed with 
a prosperous life. 
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 
 
 
“I always put the Lord in front of me; I will 

not stumble because He is on my right 
side.” —Psalm 16:8 

 
 

 

https://www.babylist.com/brookeharris
https://www.babylist.com/brookeharris


  Carelines 
 

Nancy Harris was released from the hospi-
tal last week and is now in rehab at Diversi-
care in Riverchase. She is doing well but is 
extremely weak. You can call her to bright-
en her day at (205) 960-5669.   
  
Patsy McDaniel, Holly Church’s mom, 
started treatments last week for chemo-
therapy and radiation. Please pray for her 
comfort and healing. 
 
Cecil Haywood, Jeff Melton’s brother-in-
law, is in UAB in the heart transplant unit. 
He is on the waiting list for a transplant. 
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law, has been undergoing chemotherapy 
which has caused difficulties for her. They 
have taken her off the treatments and are 
reassessing the problem.   
  
Mollye Melton has not been feeling well—
please pray for her health. 
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is 
still at UAB but has tested negative for 
COVID-19. He is now fighting to get his 
health back.  
 
A church member has requested prayers 
for a Church of Christ in another state that 
is going through really difficult times right 
now. Please pray that God will encourage 
and strengthen this congregation of His 
people. 
 
Carol Messick, Jeanne Anderson’s sister, is 
taking medicine for a blood clot in her lung 
and is also suffering with COVID.  
 
Jessica Brown, the sister of Kaiden Kenne-
dy, has stage 4 cancer. Kaiden is a student 
at UAB who has been attending Hoover. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Hosea Dal-
las, Dick Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, 
Sarah Washington, Gail Powell, and Sylvia 
Huffman.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Mary 
Goodson (Alan Starns’ mother), (Aaron Bell 
(former member of HCoC), Barbara 
Thompson (the mother of Jim and Christy 
Reece’s neighbor), Mary Still (Doris San-
key’s mom), Barbara Milam (Donna Hand-
ley’s mother), Christa Smith (Sondra Moss’ 
mother), and Braxton Wiedman (Anita Wil-
liams’ neighbor).   
 

Attendance and Offering 
February 21, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 136 
Worship, 10:00am: 190 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 123  
 
Contribution: $14,374.95 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $15,646.68 
Contribution to Date: $125,173.42 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
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How Much Do I Owe  
 
One of the largest wildfires in California history 
was the Day Fire in Los Padres National Forest in 
2006 (measured by acreage). The Day Fire started 
on Labor Day. It took thousands of firefighters 
thirty-nine days to contain the blaze. The fire de-
stroyed more than 162,700 acres, including eleven 
structures. Eighteen people were injured in the 
fire, but thankfully, no one was killed. 
It was revealed that the fire was inadvertently 
started by Steven Butcher at his campsite in Piru 
Canyon. John Schelbe reported that on November 
17, 2008, “U.S. District Judge Valerie Baker Fair-
bank sentenced Butcher to forty-five months in 
prison and ordered the self-described nature lover 
to pay the $101.6 million that it cost to fight the 
Day Fire.”  
Mark Windsor, who represented Butcher in his 
trial, stated that the $101.6 million fine had to be 
“one of the biggest monetary amounts ever levied 
against a person.” That is a lot of money, especially 
if you are homeless, mentally ill, and financially 
poor—as was Steven Butcher.  
Butcher’s only income was $1,000 a month in Sup-
plemental Security Income. He was ordered by 
Judge Fairbank to pay $25 four times a year to Los 
Padres officials while in prison and $50 a month 
after he is released. At this rate, Butcher will have 
to pay over two million years.  
But Steven Butcher is not the only one with an 
unthinkable debt. Nor is Steven Butcher the only 
one who has made some terrible mistakes. You 
and I have amassed an unthinkable debt due to 
our own sins. Our debt is not due to mental illness 
but to all our wrong decisions (James 1:13-14). 
Because of who God is and what He has, we owe 
Him our love, loyalty, and our very lives. When we 
sin, we fail to meet our obligation. 
Sin is an unpaid debt, and it is a debt that every 
one of us owes (Romans 3:23). The debt of sin is so 
great that none can be good enough or do enough 
to pay off the debt. We do not have enough re-
sources to remove the debt we owe to God. 
However, because of His love for us, God sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the debt for our sin. Peter 
reminded some Christians of the price of their 
redemption: “Knowing that you were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 
from your aimless conduct received by tradition 
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19).  
The blood of Jesus removes the debt of those who 
will place faith and trust in God (Hebrews 11:6), 
repent of sin (2 Corinthians 7:9-10), confess Jesus 
before men (Romans 10:9-10), and be baptized 
(immersed) in Jesus’ name for the forgiveness of 
sins (Acts 2:38). Jesus’ blood continues to keep 
one’s record clean as he lives for the One who 
made redemption possible (1 John 1:7) To have 
our debts paid, however, we must accept His offer 
on His terms. 
Won’t you? 
—David A. Sargent 
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Place  

Postage  

The Exiled Community: Love One Another 
(1 Peter 1:22-2:3) 

 
Love one another 
 
 
 
That’s what we were ______________________________ for 
 
 
 
Loving one another means . . . 
 
     _________________________________________ these 
 
 
 
     And _______________________________________ this 
 
 
 
The Lord is _________________________________________ 

 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


