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January 31, 2021 

 

 Happy are the harassed 
Following Jesus isn’t supposed to be easy, is it? That’s hard to remember, though, especially 
if you live in a part of the world where almost everybody is a Christian, or at least in some 
sense wears the name. 

And yet Jesus consistently emphasized the difficulty of discipleship. At one point in his min-
istry he turned to the growing crowd and said they shouldn’t bother following him if they 
wanted an easy path (see Luke 14:25-33). 

For some reason when I was a kid I liked singing the song, “All to Jesus I Surrender”—do you 
remember it? I sang every word of it, but I remember wondering if I really meant it. 

Surrender everything? Really? 

Turns out, Jesus did indeed call us to a difficult road, as implied in the way he ended his fa-
mous Beatitudes. Everything was relatively palatable—Blessed are the poor in spirit, the 
meek, the peacemakers, the merciful, and so on. Those require discipline, but at least 
they’re not painful. 

Then he hurls this bombshell: 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you (Matthew 5:10-12). 

Happy are the harassed, as one person put it. The persecuted, the mocked, the ridiculed, 
the made fun of, the beaten. 

Christians have always been persecuted in one way or another. It started early—with 
beatings, stonings, imprisonments. It got worse with emperors like Nero, Domitian, and Dio-
cletian. We’ve all heard about Christians who were thrown to the lions or made to fight to 
please the crowds. 

So maybe that’s why when we think of persecution, we normally think in terms of gladia-
tors, lions, and arenas. We’re less likely to think of the ways that our culture makes it hard 
on Christians, but Jesus didn’t put any time limits on persecution. It changes forms, but it 
doesn’t stop. 

Maybe for you it’s a spouse who makes it hard for you to follow Christ. Maybe it’s your par-
ents or siblings. Perhaps you feel constant pressure at work from your co-workers to “stop 
being so ridiculously religious.” Or your boss keeps asking you to do things, sign things, say 
things that you can’t. It may not be a literal bloodletting, but it’s still tough. 

What does Jesus say? 

You’re blessed when things get tough because of your faith. It pleases him to see you stand 
against the crowd, to watch you take abuse that people of weaker character never could. 

Happy are the harassed, indeed. 

Are you struggling? Is it wearing you down? 

Hang in there, Jesus says. If you’re persecuted for your faith, he mentions you in the same 
breath with those prophets who stood against unthinkable opposition. That’s pretty good 
company. —Chuck 



Today 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. We are still follow-
ing the CDC guidelines, so we will not 
need extra help. Thank you for sup-
porting this ministry. 

KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
Family News & Events 

 
Please welcome Torrey, Alexandra, 
Mary Layson, and Easton Clark to the 
Hoover family; we are blessed to have 
this family with us! Their address is 
420 Old Cahaba Way, Helena, AL 
35080. 

The Iron Rose Sister Ministries are 
requesting prayers during the entire 
month of February. This ministry 
seeks to equip, encourage, and em-
power women to connect to God and 
to one another more deeply in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and bilingual contexts 
across the Americas. To learn more 
about this ministry, visit ironrosesist-
er.com. A calendar with daily prayer 
prompts can be viewed at https://
ironrosesister.com/be-a-part/pray. 
There are also hard copies of the cal-
endar on the back rail in the auditori-
um.  

Bible Classes for adults: We have 
three teaching teams made up of four 
teachers each. The schedule for Janu-
ary is below: Library, Team 1: Jason 
McKeown, Torrey Clark, Ben Vick, 
Donnie Winningham; Downstairs, 
Team 2: Steve Cotney, Bill Rayburn, 
Eddie Sankey, Harold Rhodes; Audito-
rium, Team 3: Merv Prince, Wade 
Warren, Chuck Webster, Jeff Melton. 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
• Elder to Contact in January for 

Needs: Carl Logan 
 
• Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
• Scripture Reading: Matthew Cicero 
 
• Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
• Opening Prayer: Corey Covington 
 
• Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
• Communion: Jason McKeown 
 
• Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
• Closing Prayer: Grant Dalton 
 
• Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 

 
 

Bible Reading for  
January 31-February 6 

    
• Sunday, January 31: Exodus 18-20; 

Proverbs 2  
• Monday, February 1: Exodus 21-24; 

Proverbs 3  
• Tuesday, February 2: Exodus 25-27; 

Proverbs 4  
• Wednesday, February 3: Exodus  

28-31; Proverbs 5  
• Thursday, February 4: Reflection  
• Friday, February 5: Exodus 32-34;  

Proverbs 6  
• Saturday, February 6: Exodus 35-

37; Proverbs 7 
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Youth 
 
Friday-Sunday, February 5-7: Winter 
Retreat at Camp Lee in Anniston, AL. 
 
Wednesday, February 10: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Wednesday, February 17: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Friday, February 19: Fun Friday. 
 
Sunday, February 21: Area-Wide Devo-
tional. 
 
Wednesday, February 24: Bring your 
own dinner to Bible Class. 
 
Due to the uncertainties with the 
spread of the coronavirus, the Lads to 
Leaders group has decided not to 
attend the convention this year. 

 
 

Happy Anniversary 
  

Greg & Trish Nobles          February 4 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Joy Brooks           January 31 
Melony Webster          January 31 
Adam Lyles           January 31 
Patty Bowman           February 1 
Karen Bowers           February 1 
Kyle Bedgood           February 3 
Cindy Hartman           February 4 
Tabitha Lackey           February 4 
Ben Kesler           February 5 
Jake Williams           February 5 
 
 
 
James 1:17: “Every good gift, every per-
fect gift, comes from above. These gifts 
come down from the Father, the crea-
tor of the heavenly lights, in whose 
character there is no change at all.”  
The Good News: God is the source of all 
good, and He is to thank for all of the 
blessings you have in life.  
—By Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 
 

http://ironrosesister.com
http://ironrosesister.com
https://ironrosesister.com/be-a-part/pray
https://ironrosesister.com/be-a-part/pray


  Carelines 
 

We extend our condolences to Jeff and 
Holly Church and their family upon the 
death of Jeff’s father, O.G. Church.  
 
Kingston Washington, Geraldine Washing-
ton’s daughter, has tested positive for 
COVID-19.  
 
Jessica Brown, the sister of Kaiden Kenne-
dy, has been battling stage 4 cancer for the 
past six years and was recently admitted to 
Princeton, where tests revealed a spot 
behind her eye and a brain bleed. Kaiden is 
a student at UAB who has been attending 
Hoover. 
 
Aaron Bell, the youngest son of Mickey 
and Linda Bell (former minister and mem-
bers of Hoover), has developed a brain 
tumor between his eyes and his brain. He 
had surgery on Thursday. Linda Bell has 
been battling cancer for the last two years, 
and Mickey Bell passed away from cancer 
several years ago. 
 
Ricky Hamm, Steve Cotney’s nephew, is 
still at UAB.   
 
Mary Goodson, Alan Starns’ (Jamie Starns’ 
husband) mother, is in ICU with COVID-19.  
 
Barbara Thompson is the mother of Jim 
and Christy Reece’s neighbor. She fell and 
severely injured herself and has tested 
positive for COVID-19.  
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
is undergoing a short round of radiation as 
a precaution and will have a follow-up scan 
in a couple of months.    
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Doyal New-
som and her family, the McQuillan family, 
Hosea Dallas, Charlene Thomas, Dick 
Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah 
Washington, Gail Powell, Sylvia Huffman, 
and Nancy Harris. 
  
Remember our families and friends: Blake 
Franklin and his family (Karisa and Walden 
Schlundt’s friend), Lynne Perkins (Lajuana 
Logan’s friend’s mother), Braxton Wied-
man (Anita Williams’ neighbor), and the 
father and stepmother of Lajuana Logan’s 
nephew and his wife, Tamara.  
 
“When you go through deep waters, I will 

be with you” (Isaiah 43:2). 

Attendance and Offering 
January 24, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 131 
Worship, 10:00am: 178 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 125  
 
Contribution: $15,519.92 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $16,713.99 
Contribution to Date: $66,855.96 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Mission Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
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A Good Hog Raiser 
 
At a state fair, a disrespectful, cursing, 
cigarette-puffing boy led a champion 
hog into the show grounds to win first 
place. That animal was everything you 
could want in a hog. He had enjoyed 
good care. The irony of it was that the 
hog and the boy belonged to the same 
man. That man was a national success as 
a hog raiser, but a miserable failure as a 
boy raiser. A man may succeed in mak-
ing a living but fail in rearing his children 
to make a life.  
Edgar A Guest had this to say: 
I have a number of tasks to do, all of 
which I desire to do well. And to be a 
failure in any of them would be a bitter 
disappointment unto me, but I could 
bear a failure in any of them without 
whimpering if I were sure that I had not 
failed my son. Not so much of me in the 
bank and more of me in the boy is what I 
hope to have to show at the end of my 
career. For me to be a success as a fa-
ther, he must be a success.  
How pitiful it is today that some fathers 
are tied down with their businesses. 
When they have a few minutes off, they 
want to spend it away from the family.  
One father came in from the office early, 
as it was his habit on this particular day 
of the week to play golf. He rapidly 
changed clothes. As he started out the 
door, his little boy looked up and said, 
“Daddy, are you coming or going?”  
A boy received a great many gifts at 
Christmastime, but there was one scrap 
of paper that he treasured more than all 
gifts, because it was a note from his fa-
ther. The note said, “To my son, I pledge 
to you that during the coming year I will 
reserve for you and you only one hour 
each day and two hours every Sunday.”  
—Anonymous 
 
 

“Bring them up in the training and  
admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 
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Place  

Postage  

Exiled: What Does It Mean To Be A Christian  
In Our Culture Right Now? 

(1 Peter 1:1-2) 
 
Getting our _________________________________ right: 
“To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
[Hoover] . . .” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Getting our _________________________________ right: 
“God the Father . . . the Spirit . . . Jesus Christ” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


