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January 17, 2021 

 

 
Bringing peace 

 

You’ve probably been around someone who brings strife wherever he goes. He’s either 
in an argument with someone, or he’s fuming about something someone said. He’s also 
pretty good at getting people mad at one another. If you hear about a feud getting start-
ed at work, you have a pretty good idea who’s in the middle of it. Know the guy? 

Then there’s the person everyone goes to when they’re not getting along well. They 
know she’ll be fair, level-headed, sensible. If called on to arbitrate she won’t be ruled by 
anger or other emotions. She brings people together, settles disputes, helps people get 
along. She’s a peacemaker—have you met her? 

It’s not hard to figure out which one the Lord favors: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 

Think about that last statement—“they shall be called children of God.” That’s another 
way of saying that they’re like God. 

In fact, it might be said that we’re never more like God than when we’re bringing people 
together. After all, that’s pretty much what the entire Bible is about—God, through 
Christ, brings us out of rebellion back into a relationship with him. As our Mediator, the 
God-Man, Jesus takes our hand and puts it into God’s hand, restoring the relationship 
that we broke. 

Jesus, the greatest peacemaker ever. 

Want to be like Jesus? 

Help a couple of former friends get beyond whatever got between them. Build bridges. 
Mend fences. 

Be a calming influence with the people around you. Break down prejudices of all kinds—
whether racial, social, class, whatever. Peacemakers break down obstacles and help peo-
ple get along. 

Better yet—and perhaps this is what Jesus ultimately had in mind—be a peacemaker 
between God and sinful humanity. The peace has been established through Jesus, but 
God might use you to help someone see the way back to him. 

You might be the Andrew who brings Peter to Jesus (John 1:40-41). 

You might be the Paul who helps two sisters to stop quarrelling (Philippians 4:2). 

You might be the one God uses to bring peace between your spouse and God, or be-
tween your children and God, or between a co-worker, friend, uncle, or neighbor and 
God. 

You might be the one who interrupts the divisive anger of social media with words of 
comfort and hope. 

The most miserable person in the room is the one who’s at odds with the people around 
her, and with God. 

The one who looks most like Jesus is the one who brings peace wherever he goes. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 

 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

The Hoover church needs men who 
can fill in for Security duty and work 
in the Audio/Visual booth. If you are 
interested in volunteering in one of 
these capacities, please speak with 
Chad Blackmon or Rick Williams.  
 
We will have a Bridal Shower for Kay-
la Herren, bride-elect to Brent 
Reaves, in the Fellowship Hall on Sun-
day, January 24, from 2:30-4:00pm. 
Kayla and Brent are registered at Tar-
get and Bed Bath & Beyond.  
 
The Food Pantry will be open on Sun-
day, January 31, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food item that is needed this 
month is Canned Fruit. 
 
Bible Classes for adults: We have 
three teaching teams made up of four 
teachers each. The teaching teams 
will teach in a particular classroom for 
a four-month period, and then rotate 
to another classroom to teach the 
same material. So, each classroom will 
get to hear from each teaching team 
over the course of 2021. The schedule 
for January is below: 
Library, Team 1: Jason McKeown, Tor-
rey Clark, Ben Vick, Donnie Winning-
ham 
Downstairs, Team 2: Steve Cotney, 
Bill Rayburn, Eddie Sankey, Harold 
Rhodes 
Auditorium, Team 3: Merv Prince, 
Wade Warren, Chuck Webster, Jeff 
Melton 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in January for Needs: 
Carl Logan 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Steve Kitchens 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Steve Cotney 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Rick Williams 
 
Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 

 

Bible Reading for January 17-23 
 

Sunday, January 17: Genesis 43-46; 
Psalm 15 
 

Monday, January 18: Genesis 47-50; 
Psalm 16 
 
Tuesday, January 19: Mark 1-3;  
Psalm 17 
 
Wednesday, January 20: Mark 4-6; 
Psalm 18:1-24 
 
Thursday, January 21: Reflection 
 
Friday, January 22: Mark 7-9;  
Psalm 18:25-50 
 
Saturday, January 23: Mark 10-12; 
Psalm 19 
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Youth 
 
Today: Area-Wide Devotional (Please 
see Darrell for details) 
Wednesday, January 20: Bring Your 
Own Dinner/Bible Study 
Wednesday, January 27: Bring Your 
Own Dinner/Bible Study 
 
Start planning to attend the Lads to 
Leaders Convention in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel on April 1-4, 2021. Reg-
istration forms are now online.  

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
I want to thank each and every one of 
you who have sent texts, messages, 
cards, and phone calls during my sur-
gery and recovery process. Thank you 
to all the families who provided deli-
cious meals for Carl and myself.  
Lajuana Logan 
 
Dear church family,  
Thank you for welcoming and loving us 
with open arms for the past two years. 
We are so blessed to be a part of this 
family. We will miss everyone so much 
when we move, but please keep us in 
your thoughts and prayers as we make 
this move. We love you guys!  
Beau and Carly Caviness 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
  
Emily Bedgood           January 18 
Wanda Still           January 19 
Jean Troughton           January 19 
Matthew Cicero           January 19 
Jason Blakemore          January 20 
Carmelita Caluag          January 22 
 
Psalm 91:16: “I’ll fill you full with old 
age. I’ll show you my salvation.”  
The Good News: Those who entrust 
themselves to God will live a life that’s 
long and fulfilling. 
—Jackie Frere & Corinne Sullivan,  
Woman’s Day 
 



  Carelines 
 

We extend our sympathy to Doyal New-
som upon the death of her first cousin, 
Darnell. Please pray for Darnell’s family as 
well as Doyal, her daughter, and her 
grandchildren. 
 
We extend our condolences to Suzanne 
Clelland upon the death of her coworker, 
Larry Smith. Larry passed away from 
COVID-19. Please pray for his wife, Regina, 
and for his sons. 
 
Bob and Dianne Clelland, Mike Clelland’s 
parents, have contracted COVID-19. Please 
pray for their health. 
 
Please pray for Lajuana Logan’s friend’s 
mother, Lynne Perkins. Lynne had a valve 
replacement and a cardiac bypass graft.  
Please pray for her healing. 
 
Harold Herndon, Ashton Henry’s grandfa-
ther, has COVID-19 and is not doing well. 
Please pray for his health. 
 
Arnold Sanford, Brenda Rayburn’s brother, 
is in the hospital with COVID-19; his lung 
function is declining. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s mother, 
had a PET scan on Monday and will have 
another scan on Monday, January 18. Her 
follow-up appointment will be on Tuesday. 
Please pray for positive results. 
 
Shirley Rayburn, Bill Rayburn’s sister-in-
law, has breast cancer and began chemo-
therapy treatments on Friday. 
 
Please pray for Blake Franklin and his fam-
ily, Karisa and Walden Schlundt’s friend. 
His father recently passed away, and he 
lost his mother earlier in 2020. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Ethan Bow-
ers, Brianna Bowers, the McQuillan family, 
Hosea Dallas, Charlene Thomas, Dick 
Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah 
Washington, Gail Powell, Sylvia Huffman, 
and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Polly 
Simpson (Tiffany McKeown’s mom), Linda 
Crow (Marla Troughton’s mom), Braxton 
Wiedman (Anita Williams’ neighbor), and 
the father and stepmother of Lajuana Lo-
gan’s nephew and his wife, Tamara.  
 

Attendance and Offering 
January 10, 2021 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Study: 134 
Worship, 10:00am: 176 
Wednesday, 7:00pm: 127  
 
Contribution: $15,392.90 
Weekly Budget: $13,800.00 
Weekly Average: $16,461.62 
Contribution to Date: $32,923.24 

 
 
 

Hoover Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
        
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL  
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief  
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa  
 
• Cy Walker, Guyana 
                      
• Clothing Closet 
 
• Food Pantry  
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

Missions Trips 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania 
 
• Philippines 
 
• Peru 
 

Oversight 
 
• Christ Happy Childhaven, Philip-

pines 
 
• Tanzania Missions 
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No Neutrality 
 
Pilate could wash his hands, but he 
could not wash Jesus’ blood off his con-
science. We cannot be neutral about 
Christ. We are either for or against Him. 
There is no middle ground. Jesus said, 
“He who is not with Me is against 
Me” (Matthew 12:30).   
Jesus is God’s spokesman to man today: 
God has “in these last days spoken to us 
by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2). He is the 
only mediator between God and man (1 
Timothy 2:5).   
He is our perfect example. Christ left 
“you an example, that you should follow 
His steps: Who committed no sin, nor 
was deceit found in His mouth” (1 Peter 
2:21-22).   
He is man’s only Savior (Matthew 1:21). 
When a man like that stands before you, 
you do not just pass Him off with a shrug 
of the shoulders. You have to make a 
decision—a decision that affects the 
soul, judgment, and eternity. Jesus said: 
“He who rejects me, and does not re-
ceive My words has that which judges 
him, the word that I have spoken will 
judge him in the last day” (John 12:48).   
Someday this will be reversed. Jesus 
now stands before us, and we have the 
right to decide what we will do with 
Him. The day will come when we will 
stand before Him, and He will decide 
what to do with us: “We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive the things done in 
the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:10).   
Do unto Christ today as you would have 
Him do unto you in the last great day.  
—Anonymous 

 

Prayer for Peace and Healing 
 

Precious Jesus, I need your peace and 
healing in my life. Grant me both so that 
I may take heart and face the trial set 
before me. Help me to press on in the 
race of life so that I may have the victo-
ry. Amen. 
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Place  

Postage  

God’s Broken Heroes 
(Genesis) 

 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where are the heroes? 

. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


