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December 6, 2020 

 

Mercy 

When we were kids, my friends and I played a game called Mercy. We’d clasp 
hands, then try to bend the other guy’s hands back so far that he’d cry out, 
“Mercy!” Whoever asked for mercy first lost the game. Loads of fun (!). 

You might say we had a poor understanding of mercy. In our game it demonstrat-
ed strength, power, and tenacity, almost exactly the opposite of what Jesus meant 
here: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy” (Matthew 5:7). He 
didn’t mean we’re merciful when we withhold negative consequences from some-
one we’ve got control over. His idea of merciful was active, and it’s heavily tinged 
with compassion. 

We see it all around us. I read an article about how the wife of a professional ath-
lete who broke his leg sent a message to the player who unintentionally caused 
the injury and thanked him for playing the game the right way. Some people 
might be bitter over such a gruesome injury and seek to lash out. Instead, she ex-
tended compassion to a guy who felt horrible about what he’d done. 

Mercy takes all sorts of forms. It’s serving in the soup kitchen downtown or the 
food pantry at church. It’s going to the hospital to sit with a nervous family whose 
dad is having surgery. It’s reaching out to the young lady in your neighborhood 
whose husband just left her. 

It’s loving your husband when he doesn’t deserve it, forgiving a child for breaking 
your window, and responding to your neighbor’s irritability with kindness. 

It’s buying lunch for the guy behind you in the drive-thru lane and being patient 
with the new server who messed up your order. 

It’s forgiving someone who’s hurt you and refusing to talk badly about someone 
who’s dragged your name through the mud. It’s caring about someone’s reputa-
tion like you do your own, shutting down rumors and gossip when they knock on 
your door. 

Oh, it’s hard, probably one of the hardest things you’ll do this week. 

But of course, as with everything God asks of us, he did it first. He didn’t strike 
back when they hit him, nor did he spit in their faces or trade insults. 

As we sometimes sing, he could’ve called ten thousand angels . . . but he didn’t. 

Why? 

To extend mercy to all of us who don’t deserve it. 

In some small way this week, let’s do the same for someone else. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 

KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday evening devo at 5:00: There 
will be an online devotional guide on 
our website for everyone to enjoy, 
either at home or with other mem-
bers. 

 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Christmas for Childhaven: If you 
signed up to bring a gift or gifts for 
any of the children at Childhaven, 
please bring them to us by Wednes-
day, December 9. The gifts will be de-
livered on Thursday, December 10. 
 
The Blood Drive on Sunday, Novem-
ber 29, was the most successful to 
date—forty units of blood were col-
lected! The American Red Cross is 
grateful to everyone who helped and 
patiently waited to donate. The staff 
loves coming to Hoover because our 
members are so great, and they ap-
preciate the support particularly dur-
ing such a challenging time. 
 
Our Ladies’ Tuesday Bible Class will 
end for the quarter on December 8. If 
you have any questions concerning 
this, please see Denia Petruzella or 
Leah Covington. 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, December 27, from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and the food item that is needed this 
month is peanut butter. 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Ashley Goff  December 6 
Harper Weimer  December 6 
Sondra Moss  December 7 
Connor Graham  December 8 
Janet Hamm  December 10 
Adelynn Cicero  December 10 
Wes Blankenship December 11 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in December for 
Needs: Harold Rhodes 
 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Matt Trousdale 
 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
 
Opening Prayer: Grant Dalton 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
 
Announcements: Carl Logan 
 
Closing Prayer: Allen Taylor 
 
Audio/Video: Will Spurlin 
 
 
 

One Word 
 
This is Week 49 of our reading, so the 
study this week is on the biblical idea of 
Crucify. This is pages 297-302 of the 
One Word devotional book.   
    
      
Sunday, December 6: Ephesians 4:1-16; 
Ezekiel 10-11; Isaiah 42 
 
Monday, December 7: Ephesians 4:17-
32; Ezekiel 12-13; Isaiah 43 
 
Tuesday, December 8: Ephesians 5:1-
20; Ezekiel 14-15; Isaiah 44 
 
Wednesday, December 9: Ephesians 
5:21-33; Ezekiel 16; Isaiah 45 
 
Thursday, December 10: Ephesians 6; 
Ezekiel 17; Isaiah 46 
 
Friday, December 11: Philippians 1:1-
11; Ezekiel 18; Isaiah 47 
 
Saturday, December 12: Philippians 
1:12-30; Ezekiel 19; Isaiah 48  
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Reminders for Sunday  
Morning Service 

 
As we return to only one Sunday morn-
ing service, here are a few things you 
should know: 
•  At 9:00 we will have classes for chil-

dren and adults. Bill Rayburn will 
teach an adult class in the auditori-
um, the kids’ classes will be in the 
classrooms on the children’s hall-
way, and Darrell’s youth class will be 
in the Junior High Classroom. 

• If you sit in the auditorium, please 
sit on the pews that are marked for 
10:00. 

• Alternatively, the service will be live-
streamed in Rooms 10, 11, and the 
Senior High Youth Room, with lim-
ited seating. 

• A limited number of seats will also 
be available in the back section of 
the auditorium (in the area behind 
the AV booth). 

• For everyone older than 2, we would 
appreciate your wearing a mask that 
covers your nose and mouth, keep-
ing it on while in the building (except 
during communion). We believe that 
this is an excellent opportunity for 
us to show mutual love and respect 
that is a crucial part of the body of 
Christ. 

 
 

Youth 
 
All 5th grade and under children and 
their families are invited to a Movie 
Night at the Hoover church building on 
Saturday, December 19, at 5:00pm.  
 
Start planning to attend the Lads to 
Leaders Convention in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel on April 1-4, 2021! Regis-
tration forms are now online, and the 
fee is $40.  
 
 
“I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world.” 
—John 16:33 



  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nan-
cy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Joe Thomas, Celeste Till, Sarah 
Washington, Gail Powell, Virgie Banks, 
Sylvia Huffman, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Evelyn Richardson (Giana Kidwell’s 
cousin), Carole Delker (Giana Kidwell’s 
sister), Mary Pearl Still (Doris Sankey’s 
mother), and Denise Hillis (Melody 
Warbington’s sister).   
 
Braxton Wiedman is 8 years old and a 
neighbor-friend of Anita Williams. He 
has a brain tumor that cannot be com-
pletely removed. Please pray fervently 
for this young person’s health and for 
strength and courage for his parents.  
 
We extend our sympathy to the 
Rhodes family and to the Rick family 
upon the death of Harold Rhodes’ old-
est sister. She passed away last Sun-
day; please pray for these families as 
they mourn their loss.  
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s 
mother, is still undergoing chemo and 
radiation treatments and should finish 
this round by Christmas. Please contin-
ue to pray for her strength and healing; 
she has not been feeling well. Cards 
can be sent to her at 404 Brookwood 
Drive, West Point, GA 31833. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’ mother, is 
under the care of Hospice and is at 
Sondra’s home. Please send cards to 
her at 108 Stratshire Lane, Pelham 
35124, and pray for her comfort and 
healing.  
 
Dr. Lynn Simons, Lajuana Logan’s 
friend, is now under the care of Hos-
pice and will receive no further cancer 
treatment. Please send cards to Dr. 
Lynn and Cindy Simons, 4730 Colon-
nade Place, Unit 30, Birmingham, AL 
35243. 
 

Attendance and Offering 
November 29, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship, 8:00am: 59 
Worship, 10:00am: 178 
Wednesday, 6:30pm: 104 
 
Contribution: $11,139.90 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,427.29 
Contribution to Date: $692,510.11 

 
 
 
 

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Peter 3:15 
 
“But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and 
respect . . .” 

Words of Gratitude 
 
I really appreciated the Thanksgiving 
lunch that you delivered to me on No-
vember 22. It was so generous in intent, 
and I got two meals out of the amount 
that was given to me. 
Thank you, 
Marilyn Janda at AHEPA 3 Apartments, 
#129 
 
 
Dear Hoover church of Christ shower 
hosts, 
Thank you to Stacey Holland, Sherri 
McQuillan, Pam Blankenship, Rachel 
Mathews, Lajuana Logan, Kay Lyles, Su-
zanne Clelland, and Wendi Vick for 
hosting a wedding shower for me. It was 
lovely! Also, thank you to everyone who 
came, prayed for us, and supported us! 
We are doing well, but we miss you all. 
Love,  
Josh and Alana Purdy 

 
 
 

No Neutral 
 

We cannot be neutral about Christ. We 
are either for or against Him. There is no 
middle ground. Jesus said: “He who is not 
with Me is against Me” (Matthew 12:30). 
Jesus is God’s spokesman to man today: 
God has “in these last days spoken to us 
by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2).  
He is the only mediator between God and 
man (1 Timothy 2:5).  
He is our perfect example. Christ left “an 
example, so that you might follow in his 
steps. He committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:21-
22).  
Jesus is man’s only Savior (Matthew 
1:21). 
—Anonymous,  
House to House Heart to Heart 
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Place  

Postage  

Practices for Anxious Times: Pray 
(Colossians 4:2-4) 

 
Pray __________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
Pray __________________________________________ 
 
 

 
  
Pray __________________________________________ 
 
 
 

  
Pray __________________________________________    

Sunday Evening Devotional 
 

There will be an online devotional guide on our website for 
everyone to enjoy, either at home or with other members. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


