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November 22, 2020 

 

Meek or weak? 
A company that’s trying to hire a recent MBA graduate to be its next up-and-coming exec-
utive would look for several qualities: hard-driving, aggressive, intelligent, assertive, confi-
dent. 

I can almost guarantee that meekness won’t be on the job description. Imagine Human 
Resources trying to win the CEO over to its selection of the new hire. “I think she’s the 
person we need. She’s, well, so . . . meek. She’ll be running the company within ten 
years.” It wouldn’t be very convincing. 

Like with so many things, though, Jesus came in and changed all the price tags. What isn’t 
worth much in a CEO boardroom carries a lot of weight in the Lord’s kingdom. What it 
takes to follow Jesus is counter-intuitive, and much of it won’t be featured in any business 
school. 

“Blessed are the meek,” Jesus says, “for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5). 

Those words were posted in a prominent place once, and someone scrawled this beneath 
them: “If that’s okay with the rest of you.” Meekness is weakness, the world thinks, and 
weak people accomplish nothing. 

But that couldn’t be further from the truth. Moses was the meekest man on earth 
(Numbers 12:3), yet he was an incredible, gifted leader of the people of Israel. Abraham 
was meek, as were David and Esther and Peter and Mary and Paul, and God used them to 
do his will. 

Meekness means humility, gentleness, but it also means strength under control. We 
aren’t meek when we shuffle around with a whipped look on our faces but rather when 
we submit everything that we are to God’s purposes. 

A powerful horse with a bridle in her mouth . . . an enormous ship with a rudder to guide 
her—there’s nothing weak about either. Jesus’ followers are those with incredible 
strength, but they use it under the Lord’s oversight and to his glory. 

It’s the gentle elder who recognizes his role as a loving shepherd of God’s flock. It’s the 
sweet mother who trains her children with firm, loving authority. It’s the humble father 
who leads his family with a quiet confidence that’s shaped by compassion. It’s the com-
mitted Christian with the fortitude to stand strong against Satan’s tactics and with a love 
that touches everyone around her. 

The meek will inherit the earth, Jesus says. He’s almost certainly looking forward to that 
new heaven and new earth—our future dwelling place. 

He almost certainly didn’t mean that we’ll run the present world because of our meek-
ness, but he does suggest that we’ll have a special place in the eternal kingdom. 

If we submit to the Father’s will here, we’ll reign with him on that day. 

—Chuck 



Today 
 

A Thanksgiving Lunch will be taken to 
the AHEPA 3 residents today at  
noon. Please bring the food that you 
signed up for to the Fellowship Hall. 
Kyle Wadley will assist those who 
attend the 8:00am service, and Kay 
Lyles will take your dish if you are at  
the 10:00am service.  
 
The Annual Thanksgiving Food Pantry 
is this afternoon from 3:00-4:30pm, 
and it is a drive-through pick-up only 
due to COVID-19. 
 
KidSing with Kyle Wadley is today at 
4:30pm on the Hoover YouTube chan-
nel. 
 
Sunday Evening class at 5:00pm: 
There will be an online devotional 
guide on our website for everyone to 
enjoy, either at home or with other 
members. 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 

Many thanks to our Hoover family for 
supporting the AHEPA 3 and Food 
Pantry Ministry. 

 
 

American Red Cross and  
Hoover Church of Christ 

 
Please sign up to donate blood on 
Sunday, November 29, using the fol-
lowing link: https://
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/
drive-results?
or-
der=DATE&range=10&zipSponsor=hc
oc 

 

1 John 4:19 
 
“We love because He first loved us.”  
The Good News: We are only able to 
love others and the things most im-
portant to us because God loved us 
from the very beginning of time. We 
should be forever grateful to him. 
—Jackie Frere, Woman’s Day 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

 
Elder to Contact in November for 
Needs: Jimmy Lyles 

 
8:00am 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Chad Blackmon 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Norman Rutland 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Drew Spivey 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
Closing Prayer: Shawn Troughton 
 
Audio/Video: Marc Handley 
 
10:00am 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Matthew Cicero 
Singing: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Darrell Powell 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Rick Williams 
Announcements: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Kyle Bedgood 
 
 

One Word 
 

One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 47 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Re-
demption. This is pages 285-290 of the 
One Word devotional book.                   
Sunday, November 22: 2 Peter 1; Jere-
miah 41-42; Psalm 139  
Monday, November 23: 2 Peter 2; Jere-
miah 43-44; Psalm 140  
Tuesday, November 24: 2 Peter 3; Jere-
miah 45-46; Psalm 141  
Wednesday, November 24: Galatians 
1; Jeremiah 47-48; Psalm 142  
Thursday, November 26: Galatians 2; 
Jeremiah 49-50; Psalm 143  
Friday, November 27: Galatians 3:1-18; 
Jeremiah 51-52; Psalm 144  
Saturday, November 28:  
Galatians 3:19-4:20; Lamentations 1-2; 
Psalm 145 
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Youth 
 
December 5th at Hoover is our Break-
fast with Santa! Please RSVP at the fol-
lowing link if you plan to attend: https://
forms.gle/quQ91WTTMYzbahF78. Also, 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this 
event will not be open to the communi-
ty.  
 
All 5th grade and under children and 
their families are invited to a Movie 
Night at the Hoover church building on 
Saturday, December 19, at 5:00pm.  
 
Start planning to attend the Lads to 
Leaders Convention in Nashville at the 
Opryland Hotel on April 1-4, 2021! Regis-
trations forms are now online, and the 
fee is $40. Please click on the following 
links to register: Adult Registration and 
Hotel Reservation Request: (1 adult per 
family needs to fill this out) https://
forms.gle/FT7Ej8gcGqMYHpdh7; 
Student Registration: (this will need to 
be filled out for each child attending 
convention) https://forms.gle/
X1XMwVy63HG1WqucA 

 
 

Build Your Confidence 
 Things to Give Up 

 
1. Doubting yourself 
2. Negative thinking 
3. Fear of Failure 
4. Destructive relationships 
5. Gossiping 
6. Criticizing yourself and others 
7. Anger 
8. Laziness 
9. Negative self-talk 
10. Procrastination 

 
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own under-

standing. In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your 

paths.”—Proverbs 3:5-6  
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  Carelines 
 
Bill Wadley, Kyle Wadley’s dad, is in 
the hospital with COVID-19 and is not 
doing well. His mother, Anita Wadley, 
and his brother and sisters, Robin 
Wadley, Kara Willingham, and Taryn 
Pirtle, are feeling much better. Please 
keep them in your prayers, and espe-
cially his dad, Bill; he is 90 years old. 
 
Barbara Milam, Donna Handley’s 
mother, is halfway through her chemo 
and radiation treatments and is re-
sponding well. Please continue to pray 
for her strength and healing; cards can 
be sent to her at 404 Brookwood Drive, 
West Point, GA 31833. 
 
Christa Smith, Sondra Moss’ mother, is 
under the care of Hospice and is at 
Sondra’s home. Please send cards to 
her at 108 Stratshire Lane, Pelham 
35124, and pray for her comfort and 
healing.  
 
Dr. Lynn Simons, Lajuana Logan’s 
friend, is now under the care of Hos-
pice and will receive no further cancer 
treatment. Please send cards to Dr. 
Lynn and Cindy Simons, 4730 Colon-
nade Place, Unit 30, Birmingham, AL 
35243. 
 
Evelyn Richardson, Giana Kidwell’s 
cousin, has been moved to rehab after 
being in the hospital for a month. 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nan-
cy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Merv Prince, Joe Thomas, Ce-
leste Till, Geraldine Washington, Sarah 
Washington, Gail Powell, Virgie Banks, 
Sylvia Huffman, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Carole Delker (Giana Kidwell’s sister), 
Mary Pearl Still (Doris Sankey’s moth-
er), and Denise Hillis (Melody Warbing-
ton’s sister).   
 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they will be comforted.” 
—Matthew 5:4 

Attendance and Offering 
November 15, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship, 8:00am: 66 
Worship, 10:00am: 151 
Wednesday, 6:30pm: 102 
 
Contribution: $14,611.30 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,539.07 
Contribution to Date: $668,797.11 

 
 

Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  

 
 

Lamentations 3:22-23 
 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.” 
Here in the Old Testament book of 
Lamentations we find a nugget of 
truth tucked into a book full of grief. 
The beautiful reminder we hold is that 
even in the darkest of times, even in 
the hardest of circumstances, God’s 
love doesn’t stop. His faithfulness 
doesn’t pause. Every single day we 
wake up there is fresh mercy ready to 
be received. So we say, “Thank you, 
Lord!” 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Devon & Faith Hernly November 23 
  

Happy Birthday 
 
Ken Norris  November 22 
Carl Logan  November 22 
Ame Johnsey  November 22 
Jennifer Dalton   November 24 
Jim Garnett  November 25 
Paul Williams, Jr. November 27 
Carol Norris  November 27 
Arie Richardson  November 27 
 
 

Upcoming Changes to  
Worship and Classes 

 
We want to let you know about some 
upcoming changes to our weekly worship 
and class schedule. Thank you for your 
support and patience as we’ve navigated 
the uncertainties associated with this 
difficult year.  
Beginning Sunday, December 6, we’ll 
return to having only one Sunday morn-
ing worship service, and it will begin at 
10:00. We will continue to clean thor-
oughly, encourage everyone over 2 years 
old to wear masks, and try to socially dis-
tance as much as possible.  
On that same Sunday, we will resume 
Sunday morning classes at 9:00. We’ll let 
you know about the particulars as we get 
closer, but we anticipate children’s clas-
ses for all ages and also three adult clas-
ses.  
For the time being, we will continue 
providing devotionals for Sunday evening 
that you can enjoy at home with your 
family or with other families. We are 
working on adding additional service, fel-
lowship, and study opportunities on Sun-
day evenings before long and will let you 
know more soon.  
Again, thank you for being part of our 
congregation. We love and appreciate all 
of you. 
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Place  

Postage  

Set Free 
(Romans 8:18-25) 

 
We are being set free from ________ and its __________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The creation will be set free from _______ to _________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our bodies will be set free from our _________________  

Sunday Evening Devotional 
 

There will be an online devotional guide on our website for 
everyone to enjoy, either at home or with other members. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


