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August 2, 2020 
If you’re suffering 

 
[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]:  
We’ve got a few different options when we’re suffering. We can complain about  
it, something most of us have done more than we should have. But it doesn’t  
really do any good, does it? We don’t particularly enjoy it, and the people around  
us certainly don’t.  
We can blame God and fuss at him about it, but that probably suggests a lack of  
confidence on our part.  
We can finger-point and talk about why our problems are someone else’s fault.  
That’s really easy to do, and the devil loves for us to do that because we’ll never  
get any better while blaming the people around us.  
James has a different, simpler solution:  
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray (James 5:13a).  
You may not have this problem, but when I’m stressed or struggling, my  
devotional life sometimes suffers. My prayers tend to be more shallow, more  
perfunctory, less intense. I find myself going through the motions spiritually— 
praying, but only out of habit; engaging in the kind of “vain repetitions” that  
Jesus warned us against in Matthew 6. I’ve occasionally prayed an entire prayer  
and then realized I didn’t really think about any of it.  
Do you do this?  
Maybe that’s why James includes this simple encouragement: when you’re  
suffering, when you’re worried, when you’re stressed . . . pay attention to your  
devotional life.  
Talk to the Lord about whatever it is. Don’t offer him clichés; really pour out your  
heart to him.  
He’s never condoned our grumbling, and blaming him or the people around us is  
counterproductive.  
What works?  
Prayer, of course. Take your problems to the one who’s in control of your life and  
your problems and your concerns.  
Suffering, worried, or stressed?  
Pray about it.  —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom today. The 
2-4-year-olds will meet from 3:00-
3:30pm, and kindergarten through 
fifth grade will meet from 3:30-
4:00pm.  
 
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 

 

Family News & Events 
 

The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, August 30, and the food items 
that are needed this month are Rice 
and Apple Juice. 
 
Ladies Monthly Newsletter: Denia 
Petruzella, Leah Covington, and Don-
na Handley need all ladies to com-
plete an online survey. They would 
like your input on the content moving 
forward. Please complete at the fol-
lowing link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ6FKKH 
 
Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class: Leah Cov-
ington would like for all ladies to  
complete a short survey for the Tues-
day Ladies’ Bible Class (whether you 
attend the class or not). It will really 
help to plan for future classes. Please 
go to the following link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YKVNJ7 
 

Happy Anniversary 
 
Joel & Chѐ Abbott           August 2 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Julianne McKeown            August 3 
Jenn Dungan            August 4 
John Davis            August 5 
Ashton Henry            August 6 
Gavin Weimer            August 6 
Wendi Vick            August 7 
Jeff Mathers            August 7 
Drew Spivey            August 7 
Charlene Thomas           August 8 
Aubrey Williams           August 8 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in August for Needs: 
Harold Rhodes 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Mike Clelland 
Song Leader: Drew Spivey 
Opening Prayer: Jonathan Weimer 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Josh Shelton 
Elder’s Words: Carl Logan 
Closing Prayer: Tom Kidwell 
 

10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Kyle Bedgood 
Song Leader: Darrell Powell 
Opening Prayer: Grant Dalton 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Darrell Powell 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 

 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 31 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Faith. 
This is pages 189-194 of the One Word 
devotional book. 
 
Sunday, August 2: 2 Corinthians 2:5-
3:18; 2 Kings 15-16; Micah 5:2-15 
  
Monday, August 3: 2 Corinthians 4-5;  
2 Kings 17; Micah 6 
  
Tuesday, August 4: 2 Corinthians 5:11-
6:13; 2 Kings 18; Micah 7 
  
Wednesday, August 5: 2 Corinthians 
6:14-7:16; 2 Kings 19; Nahum 1 
 
Thursday, August 6: 2 Corinthians 8;  
2 Kings 20-21; Nahum 2 
 
Friday, August 7: 2 Corinthians 9;  
2 Kings 22:1-23:35; Nahum 3  
  
Saturday, August 8: 2 Corinthians 10;  
2 Kings 23:36-24:20; Habakkuk 1 
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Youth 
 
Through our JEWELS Mentoring program, 
we will be honoring the girls who graduat-
ed this year with a picnic at the Powells’ 
home on Wednesday, August 5 at 6:30pm. 
We would love any of the girls, 6th-11th 
grades, to join us so that we can show 
these girls how much we love them. 
Please let Shawna Brown or Jamie Powell 
know if you plan to attend so that we can 
get a count! 
 
There will be Bible Studies on Zoom for 
our Youth. The girls will meet on Tuesdays 
at 11:00am, and the boys will meet on 
Thursdays at 10:30am. 

 

The Most Difficult Command 
 

On July 2, 1893, the celebrated Restora-
tion leader J.W. McGarvey delivered an 
address in Louisville, KY. It was simply ti-
tled “Repentance.” If God were giving spe-
cial miraculous gifts, McGarvey said that 
he would not ask for the gift of healing, 
prophecy, or tongues. Rather, he would 
ask for the power, above everything else, 
to cause people to repent. He continued 
this marvelous discourse by saying, “The 
greatest obstacle to the salvation of men 
is the obstinacy of the human will.” He 
pointed out that, comparatively speaking, 
it is not all that difficult to persuade multi-
tudes of the divine nature of Jesus of Naz-
areth. An honest consideration of the evi-
dence is tremendously compelling. Nor is 
it a rigorous task to lead folks to be im-
mersed in water for the forgiveness of 
their sins, once they are convinced they 
are lost and without the hope of eternal 
life apart from obedience to Christ (2 
Thessalonians 1:8-9; Hebrews 5:9; 1 Peter 
4:17). McGarvey forcefully emphasized 
that the most difficult obstacle in the path 
to genuine conversion “is to induce them 
to repent.” People do not change their 
minds or lives very easily. Since repent-
ance involves both, it is challenging. Fur-
ther, repentance implies a person is on the 
wrong path (Luke 13:3), and none of us 
wants to admit we are wrong. People 
want Christianity with conversion and for-
giveness without forsaking. When there is 
authentic penitence, salvation is possible.           
—Wayne Jackson 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ6FKKH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LZ6FKKH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YKVNJ7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YKVNJ7


Carelines Cont. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of 
Joel Abbott’s medical assistants, is not a 
candidate for further surgery for his 
bladder cancer. He will be seeing cancer 
specialists in Mobile for palliative treat-
ment. Please pray for him and his fami-
ly.  
 

Julius Davis, an eighty-eight-year-old 
neighbor of Jim and Christy Reece, is 
now at home and doing very well. 
 
Karen Wenk Smith, Leah Covington’s 
step-sister’s aunt, recently passed away 
from pneumonia and COVID-19. Please 
pray for the family as they mourn her 
loss. 
 
Remember our shut-ins:  Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Wil-
liams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washing-
ton, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Jen Bonnett (a friend of Leah Coving-
ton’s), Bill & Virginia Aultman (Sid Ault-
man’s parents), Brian Shaw (Tiffany 
Roberts’ friend), Cally Nichols (Paul & 
Karen Kirby’s friend’s granddaughter), 
Terry Marlowe (Jim & Christy Reece’s 
friend), Donna Wimberly (Lajuana Lo-
gan’s sister-in-law), Dr. Lynn Simons 
(Lajuana Logan’s friend), and Michael 
Morns (Nikesha Fantroy’s uncle).  
 
 

Knocking at the door of Buddha 
 
We knocked at the door of Buddha’s 
tomb, but there was no answer. We 
knocked at the door of Confucius but 
were met only with the dust of many 
centuries. We knocked at Mohammed’s 
tomb and heard only an echo. Then we 
knocked at the door of Jesus Christ and 
found Him to be alive. 
 

“I am the way.” 
—John 14:6 

Attendance and Offering 
July 26, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship 8:00am: 51 
Worship 10:00am: 97 
 
 
Contribution: $16,523.85 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,916.43 
Contribution to Date: $447,493.04 

  

 

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 

Isaiah 12:4 
 
“And you will say in that day: Give 
thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 
make known His deeds among the 
peoples, proclaim that His name is ex-
alted.” 
 
 
 

  Carelines 
 
Merv Prince will have a heart Cath at 
Shelby Hospital tomorrow to check on a 
defective heart valve. After this proce-
dure, Merv will consult with a heart sur-
geon concerning next steps. The imaging 
and tests from this procedure will give 
the surgeon a clear idea about how best 
to proceed. 
 
We extend our sympathy to Ashley Wil-
liams and her family upon the death of 
her grandmother, Marjorie Whitaker. 
Please pray for the family as they mourn 
their loss. 
 
Bince Hamm, Steve Hamm’s father, was 
in a nursing home and contracted  
COVID-19. He is now in a hospital in Tu-
pelo, MS, and is on a ventilator. He is in 
critical condition—please pray for heal-
ing. 
 
Gail Powell is in a waiting period before 
they rescan. Please pray for patience 
during this time and a clean scan once it 
is completed. 
 
Geraldine Washington had knee replace-
ment and is recovering at home. She is 
doing well. 
 
Dedra and Tiara Pennington have tested 
positive for COVID-19. Please pray for 
their healing. 
 
Alex Roberts is feeling much better and 
is able to return to work. 
 
Please pray for Joyce Baker’s grandson; 
he has been diagnosed with the corona-
virus and is quarantined at home. 
 
Justin Searcy, Phillip Searcy’s twin broth-
er, has been discharged from the hospi-
tal and is completing his recovery at 
home. He is feeling much better. 
 
Denise Hillis, Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter, has a slow-growing cancer in her 
bones as well as a spot on her gall blad-
der. Please pray for her healing.   
 
Dale and Jackie Roberts, Alex Roberts’ 
parents, recovered from the coronavirus 
and are doing well. 
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Believe 
(Acts 16:30-34) 

 
Belief is foundational 
 
 
 
Belief is more than just ____________________________ 
 
 
 
Belief includes . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Belief implies . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Class Sunday Evening 
 
This evening we’ll have Week 3 of our new online class. 
This class will be aired each Sunday at 5:00 on our web-
site and YouTube channel. Different men in our congrega-
tion will discuss and reflect on the word of the week from 
our One Word devotional readings. 
 
For the third of these online offerings, join us at 5:00 this 
evening as Rick Williams and Drew Spivey talk about 
what Proclaim means to them and how it can make a 
more significant difference in your life. We believe that 
you’ll find this discussion helpful to you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


