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July 26, 2020 I swear (?) 
[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 

You’ve probably heard stories of the good ole days when people just shook hands over 
deals . . . when the attorney-written, loophole-closing, 200-page contracts of today were 
unknown.  
“A person’s word is his bond,” people said. “A handshake is as good as a contract.”  
I’m not sure if this is a case of romanticizing and therefore exaggerating the past, or if  
some people really did make big deals with nothing more than a nod of the head and a 
shake of the hand.  
Here’s what I do know: with Christians, our word really ought to be our bond. When we  
tell people we’ll do something, we ought to break our necks to do it. We shouldn’t need  
a stack of Bibles or somebody’s grave to swear on or by.  
Why?  
Because we serve a God of truth, so we tell the truth, unadorned by extra words meant  
to convince people we really mean it.  
James knew well what Jesus had taught, and he includes a loose quotation of one of the 
Lord’s sayings (cf. Matthew 5:33-37):  
But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other  
oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under  
condemnation (James 5:12).  
Christian parents try to teach their kids this. If you tell somebody something, you don’t  
need to say “I swear it’s true” or “I swear I’ll do it” or even “I promise.”  
It won’t take people too long to figure out if you’re a truth-teller or not. If you are, they 
won’t require some kind of verbal proof that you mean what you say.  
I think that’s what James is getting at here. I don’t think he’s saying there’s anything  
wrong with written contracts or taking an oath in a courtroom. He’s telling us to tell the 
truth.  
Always.  
He’s telling us to do what we say we’re going to do. Always.  
That means that we parents keep our promises to our kids. If we tell them we’re going  
to be at their soccer game at 5:00, it ought to take an earth-shattering event to keep us 
from being there.  
The same thing applies to our spouses, our co-workers, our neighbors, the folks at  
church.  
Christians are truth-tellers, and we don’t need oaths to convince people of it.  
If they know us, they should know what we mean when we say “yes” or “no.”  
Always.   —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. We are still com-
plying with COVID-19 mitigations, so 
no volunteers will be needed. Thank 
you for supporting this ministry. 
 
Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom today. The 
2-4-year-olds will meet from 3:00-
3:30pm, and kindergarten through 
fifth grade will meet from 3:30-
4:00pm.  
 
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 

 

Youth 
 
There will be Bible Studies on Zoom 
for our Youth. The girls will meet on 
Tuesday mornings at 11:00am and the 
boys will meet on Thursdays at 
10:30am. 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
  
Rex & Jeanne Anderson           July 30  
Johnny & Beverly Johnson      August 1 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Grace Rutland               July 27 
Stan Tippins               July 27 
Charles Gilbert               July 28 
George Faison               July 29 
Lilly Aultman               July 29 
Donnie Winningham              July 30 
Ben Vick               July 31 
Sue Ann Myers            August 1 
Paul Kirby            August 1 
Harley Hernly            August 1 

 
Psalm 46:1 

 
“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.”  
The Good News: God is here, now! At 
this very moment, He awaits your 
prayer, ready to comfort and help.  
—Morin Bishop, Woman’s Day 
 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Matt Trousdale 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Norman Rutland 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Mervyn Prince 
Elder’s Words: Paul Williams, Jr. 
Closing Prayer: Eddie Sankey 
 

10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Jim Petruzella 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Steve Cotney  
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Bill Rayburn 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Kyle Bedgood 
 

 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 29 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Pro-
claim. This is pages 183-188 of the One 
Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, July 26: 1 Corinthians 13; 2 
Kings 7:3-20; Jonah 2 
  
Monday, July 27 1 Corinthians 14:1-25; 
2 Kings 8; Jonah 3 
  
Tuesday, July 28: 1 Corinthians 14:26-
40; 2 Kings 9; Jonah 4 
  
Wednesday, July 29: 1 Corinthians 15: 
1-34; 2 Kings 10; Micah 1 
  
Thursday, July 30: 1 Corinthians 15:35-
58; 2 Kings 11; Micah 2 
 
Friday, July 31: 1 Corinthians 16; 2 
Kings 12-13; Micah 3 
  
Saturday, August 1: 2 Corinthians 1-
2:4; 2 Kings 14; Micah 4:1-5:1 
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No Not One 
 
When I was a young boy of 5 or 6 years 
old, living in McDade, Texas, my father 
preached for a small congregation of the 
church. One fond memory that I recall is 
the opportunity I was given to lead songs 
on certain occasions. My brother, David, 
and I had a total of 3 songs in our rota-
tion that we were proud to lead when 
the time came. One of those songs was, 
“There’s Not a Friend Like the Lowly Je-
sus” by Johnson Oatman, Jr. While I cer-
tainly couldn’t comprehend completely 
the meaning of the song, as a 5-year-old I 
knew that there was no other friend 
quite like Jesus.  
The song begins, “There’s not a friend 
like the lowly Jesus . . . none else could 
heal all our souls’ diseases.” Jesus healed 
many diseases during His life on earth, 
but the deadliest, most horrific sickness, 
sin, could only be healed through His 
death (Revelation 1:5; Romans 5:8). 
“Greater love has no one than this, than 
to lay down one’s life for his friends” 
(John 15:13). Jesus did this, and the only 
thing He asked in return is that we do 
what He has commanded us (John 
15:14). 
“No friend like Him is so high and holy . . . 
and yet no friend is so meek and lowly.” 
Oh to think of what He gave up just to 
save a sinful world. “For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that you through His pov-
erty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 
8:9). His love for us caused Him to leave 
His throne on high and endure the shame 
of the cross (Hebrews 12:2). 
“There’s not an hour that He is not near 
us . . . no night so dark but His love can 
cheer us.” In our darkest, loneliest hour 
we can take comfort in the friendship of 
Christ. God said, “. . . be strong and of 
good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9). Truly, 
“Jesus knows all about our struggles; He 
will guide till the day is done; there’s not 
a friend like the lowly Jesus, No, not one! 
No, not one!”  
—Darrell Powell 



Carelines Cont. 
 
Justin Searcy, Phillip Searcy’s twin 
brother, has been admitted to a hospi-
tal in Memphis with COVID-19. He is at 
a higher risk due to long-standing medi-
cal issues. Please pray for his healing. 
 
Please pray for Joyce Baker’s grandson; 
he was recently diagnosed with the 
coronavirus and is quarantined at 
home. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of 
Joel Abbott’s medical assistants, is not a 
candidate for further surgery for his 
bladder cancer. He will be seeing cancer 
specialists in Mobile for palliative treat-
ment. Please pray for him and his fami-
ly.  
 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
I would like to thank the church family 
for your kindness. Thank you for all the 
calls, texts, and cards. Your love has 
been felt and appreciated. 
May God bless you all. 
Geraldine Washington 
 
To my Church Family, 
Thank you, thank you. I don’t know if I 
can say that enough. My faith would 
not be nearly as strong as it is now 
without you. You have been with me 
during the worst and best challenging 
times. This wasn’t an easy journey to 
follow. 
I thank each of you who visited and 
prayed for Jim during his long battle 
with Alzheimer’s. I would like to thank 
brother Chuck for officiating and broth-
er Kyle for leading the songs at the fu-
neral, and the members who attended. 
I appreciate all of your calls, texts, and 
outpouring of cards. Thank you ladies 
for the delicious meal brought to the 
house. I love my church family; they are 
the best. 
In Him, 
Virgie Banks and family 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
July 19, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship 8:00am: 45 
Worship 10:00am: 88 
 
 
Contribution: $10,693.00 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,861.01 
Contribution to Date: $430,969.19 

  

 

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 
 

Psalm 96:3 
 
“Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the 
peoples!” 

 
 
 
 

  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins:  Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Wil-
liams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washing-
ton, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Jen 
Bonnett (a friend of Leah Covington’s), 
Bill & Virginia Aultman (Sid Aultman’s 
parents), Brian Shaw (Tiffany Roberts’ 
friend), Cally Nichols (Paul & Karen Kir-
by’s friend’s granddaughter), Terry Mar-
lowe (Jim & Christy Reece’s friend), Don-
na Wimberly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-
law), Dr. Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s 
friend), and Michael Morns (Nikesha 
Fantroy’s uncle).  
 
Dedra and Tiara Pennington have tested 
positive for COVID-19. Please pray for 
their healing. 
 
Alex Roberts has the coronavirus but is 
feeling better. Please pray for his heal-
ing. 
 
Gail Powell is in a waiting period before 
they rescan. Please pray for patience 
during this time and a clean scan once it 
is completed. 
 
Geraldine Washington had knee replace-
ment and is doing well. Please pray that 
her physical therapy and healing will be 
with minimal pain. 
 
Denise Hillis, Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter, has bone cancer, but indications 
show that it is a very slow growing can-
cer. She is now on two medications for 
this.  
 
Julius Davis, an eighty-eight-year-old 
neighbor of Jim and Christy Reece, is 
suffering with internal bleeding.  
 
Dale and Jackie Roberts, Alex Roberts’ 
parents, have both tested positive for 
COVID-19 and are quarantined at this 
time. They are doing much better—
please continue to pray for their health. 
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Place  

Postage  

Priests who proclaim 
(1 Peter 2:9-12) 

 
Moses and his _______________________ (Exodus 33-34) 
 
 

Israel as a __________________________ (Exodus 19:4-6) 

 

 
Priests have two functions: __________ and ___________ 
 
 

Christians as a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9-12) 
 
 

         ________________: “they may see your good deeds 

and glorify God” 

 

      ________________: “go therefore and make disciples” 

 

Online Class Sunday Evening 
 
This evening we’ll have Week 2 of our new online class. 
This class will be aired each Sunday at 5:00 on our web-
site and YouTube channel. Different men in our congrega-
tion will discuss and reflect on the word of the week from 
our One Word devotional readings. 
 
Join us at 5:00 this evening as Darrell Powell and Bill Ray-
burn talk about what Kingdom means to them and how it 
can make a more significant difference in your life. We be-
lieve that you’ll find this discussion helpful to you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


