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July 19, 2020 He cares 
 
[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 

In the pre-pandemic days (remember those?) I was sitting at a coffee shop doing some 
reading and writing, and I couldn’t help but overhear bits of the conversation coming from 
the table behind me. They touched on different topics—divorce, job problems, their kids’ 
lives, etc.—but disappointment and concern seemed to be resting just beneath the surface. 

It’s everywhere, of course, from the coffee shop in the suburb to the mill in a small town to 
the boardroom in a downtown high-rise. People are struggling. Job woes, health problems, 
marriage break-ups, rebellious kids, unfulfilled dreams. The list goes on. 

We all put on a happy face when we’re in public, and we remove the mask only at certain 
times in front of certain people. Behind the forced smile is a litany of unspoken concerns: 

Will my kids turn out okay? Will this stress ever get better? Will I ever meet life’s demands 
more consistently? Will my health be okay? What will the future of our country look like? 

We’ve come a long way in the last fifty years. We can do things our grandparents never im-
agined. 

But we haven’t removed worry, have we? And we never will, not here, not on this planet, 
not in this life. 

James’s world was different in many ways—different language, different culture, different 
customs—but they weren’t so different from us. 

I know this, at least in part, because of what James writes here: 

As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the  

name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have 
heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the  

Lord is compassionate and merciful (James 5:10-11). 

James’s people were struggling, and they were asking the question people in every culture 
and every time have asked: How will I make it through this? 

He does the only thing anyone can do: he points them to the Lord. He doesn’t tell them 
everything will work out the way they hoped. He doesn’t tell them the suffering will stop 
right now. He simply promises them that a blessing from the Lord awaits everyone who  

remains steadfast. 

Hang in there, he says. The Lord knows, he cares, and he’s got a purpose in all this. 

Maybe James’s message hits pretty close to home with you today. If so, I hope you’ll hear 
him. I hope you’ll see the importance of staying close to Jesus. 

We consider those blessed who remained steadfast, James wrote, and that’s the same 
promise the Lord gives you today. 

If you stay steadfast, the Lord will bless you. I hope that comforts you. —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom today. The 
2-4-year-olds will meet from 3:00-
3:30pm, and kindergarten through 
fifth grade will meet from 3:30-
4:00pm.  
 
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, July 26, and the food item that is 
needed this month is Peanut Butter. 
 

Youth 
 
There will be Bible Studies on Zoom 
for our Youth. The girls will meet on 
Tuesday mornings at 11:00am and the 
boys will meet on Thursdays at 
10:30am. 
 
Congratulations to our graduating 
Seniors!  
       
 Chloe Arnold 
 Nya Gagakuma 
 Keegan Holland 
 Marcanthony Jenkins 
 Keeley Percer 
 Kyle Percer 
 Mya Rumph 
 

Happy Anniversary 
  
Matthew & Jessica Cicero           July 20 
Darrell & Jamie Powell              July 20 
Norman & Grace Rutland           July 20 
Charles & Charlotte Gilbert        July 21 
Marcus & Brooke Harris             July 22 
Damian & Tamil Hillary               July 22 
Reggie & Felicia Arnold               July 23 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Brent Reaves                                 July 20 
Maebry McKeown                        July 22 
Paul Williams, III                           July 23 
Kay Lyles                                        July 24 
Ashley Williams                            July 24 

 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Tom Kidwell 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Eddie Sankey 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Jonathan Weimer 
Elder’s Words: Jimmy Lyles 
Closing Prayer: Daniel Warren 
 

10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Mike Clelland 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Joel Abbott 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Corey Covington, Sr. 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Ben Vick 
 

 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 29 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of King-
dom. This is pages 177-182 of the One 
Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, July 19: 1 Corinthians 7:25-40; 
1 Kings 21; Amos 5 
  
Monday, July 20 1 Corinthians 8;  
1 Kings 22; Amos 6 
  
Tuesday, July 21: 1 Corinthians 9;  
2 Kings 1-2; Amos 7 
  
Wednesday, July 22: 1 Corinthians 10; 
2 Kings 3; Amos 8 
 
Thursday, July 23: 1 Corinthians 11:1-
16; 2 Kings 4; Amos 9 
  
Friday, July 24: 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; 
2 Kings 5; Obadiah 1 
 
Saturday, July 25: 1 Corinthians 12;  
2 Kings 6:1-7:2; Jonah 1 
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Subtract the Pants 
 
A college graduate had passed with fly-
ing colors. He was a full-fledged Certified 
Public Accountant. He returned home 
feeling proud of himself.  
His father had immigrated to the U.S. 
and now owned his own little business. 
The young man began to criticize his fa-
ther’s bookkeeping. “Dad, you don’t 
even know how much profit you’ve 
made. Over here in this drawer are your 
account receivables. Over there are your 
receipts, and you keep all your money in 
the cash register. You don’t have any 
idea how much money you’ve made.” 
The father answered, “Son, when I came 
to this country the only thing I owned 
was a pair of pants. Now, your brother is 
a doctor, your sister is an art teacher, 
and you are a CPA. Your mother and I 
own our home. We have a car, and we 
own this little business. Now add that 
up, subtract the pants, and all the rest is 
profit.” 
—Unknown 
 
 
 

“Let us come before  
His presence with thanksgiving.” 

—Psalm 95:2 
 
 
 

I Want to Walk Barefoot 
 
A 12-year-old boy named David was 
born without an immune system. He 
underwent a bone marrow transplant to 
correct the deficiency. Up to that point, 
he had spent his entire life in a plastic 
bubble to prevent exposure to common 
germs, bacteria, and viruses that could 
kill him. He lived without knowing hu-
man contact.  
When asked what he would like to do if 
and when he was released from his pro-
tective bubble, he replied, “I want to 
walk barefoot on grass, and touch my 
mother’s hand.” 
 
 
 



Carelines Cont. 
 
Dale and Jackie Roberts, Alex Roberts’ 
parents, have both tested positive for 
COVID-19 and are quarantined at this 
time. Please pray for their health. 
 
Hannah Lee Shepherd, Virgie Banks’ 
great-granddaughter, has been tested 
for COVID-19; they are awaiting the 
results. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, the father of one of 
Joel Abbott’s medical assistants, is not a 
candidate for further surgery for his 
bladder cancer. He will be seeing cancer 
specialists in Mobile for palliative treat-
ment. Please pray for him and his fami-
ly.  
 
Julius Davis, an eighty-eight-year-old 
neighbor of Jim and Christy Reece, is 
suffering with internal bleeding.  
 
Denise Hunt, Rex Anderson’s niece, is 
improving from having the coronavirus. 
The family appreciates the prayers. 
 
 

1 Corinthians 13:12-13 
 
“Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. And now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; and the greatest of 
these is love.”  
The Good News: As the Beatles said all 
those years ago, love is all you need. 
With love for one another reflecting the 
love of God, everything is possible; 
without it, our lives have no meaning. 
—Morin Bishop, Woman’s Day 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 
 
“For everything there is a season, and a 
time for every matter under heaven: a 
time to be born, and a time to die; a 
time to plant, and a time to pluck up 
what is planted; a time to kill, and a 
time to heal; a time to break down, and 
a time to build up, a time to weep, and 
a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
time to dance.” 
 

Attendance and Offering 
July 12, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship 8:00am: 53 
Worship 10:00am: 69 
 
 
Contribution: 15,596.18 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: 15,009.86 
Contribution to Date: 420,276.19 

  

 

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 

“And let us not grow weary  
of doing good, for in due season we 

will reap, if we do not give up.” 
—Galatians 6:9 

 
 
 
 
 

  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins:  Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Wil-
liams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washing-
ton, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Jen 
Bonnett (a friend of Leah Covington’s), 
Bill & Virginia Aultman (Sid Aultman’s 
parents), Brian Shaw (Tiffany Roberts’ 
friend), Cally Nichols (Paul & Karen Kir-
by’s friend’s granddaughter), Terry Mar-
lowe (Jim & Christy Reece’s friend), Don-
na Wimberly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-
law), Dr. Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s 
friend), and Michael Morns (Nikesha 
Fantroy’s uncle).  
 
Dedra and Tiara Pennington have tested 
positive for COVID-19. Please pray for 
their healing. 
 
Alex Roberts has the coronavirus and is 
feeling better. Please pray for his heal-
ing. 
 
Gail Powell spoke with her oncologist, 
and after reviewing her PET scan, he de-
cided not to do a biopsy at this point but 
to wait a few weeks and re-scan. Please 
pray for patience during this waiting pe-
riod and a clean scan at that time. 
 
Geraldine Washington had knee replace-
ment and is doing well. Please pray that 
her physical therapy and healing will be 
with minimal pain. 
 
Denise Hillis, Melody Warbington’s sis-
ter, had a bone scan on Friday to confirm 
if she has cancer in her pelvis. Indications 
show that it is a very slow growing can-
cer and can be treated with medication. 
She should have the results tomorrow. 
Her gall bladder will be removed once 
they determine the outcome of the bone 
scan. 
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Place  

Postage  

The Kingdom of God Has Come Near 
(Luke 10:1-12) 

 
 
A ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
A ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
A ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
A ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
A ____________________________ 

New Online Class Sunday Evening 

This evening we’re beginning a new online class that will 
be aired at 5:00 on our website and YouTube channel. 
Some of the men in our congregation will discuss and re-
flect on the word of the week from our One Word devo-
tional readings. Each week will feature different discussion 
leaders.  
For the first of these online offerings, join us at 5:00 this 
evening as Donnie Winningham and Chuck Webster talk 
about what Worship means to them and how it can make 
a more significant difference in your life. We believe that 
you’ll find this discussion helpful to you. 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


