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July 12, 2020 He’s coming back 

[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 
 
Some things are happening in our world right now that are disheartening. I sometimes wonder  
how much longer God will put up with it. 
 
There’s hurt, there’s anger, there’s injustice, there’s violence. 
 
More people are rejecting God’s plan for marriage for a less offensive, more “tolerant” approach. 
Unborn babies are still being killed, and fewer people believe in Jesus Christ as God’s revelation  
of himself. 
 
And then, of course, there’s the virus, and the uncertainty, confusion, anxiety, and division that  
it’s created. 
 
Like us, some of James’ readers were really struggling. Some of them were apparently being op-
pressed by people in positions of authority, and they were getting tired of it. It seems they were 
questioning how much longer they could hold out. 
 
So James tells them: 
 
Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the pre-
cious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You  
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand (James 5:7-8). 
Notice what James tells them: Keep your eyes focused on the future return of Jesus. Twice in  
these two verses he mentions the Lord’s second coming. 
 
He uses a farmer’s patience as an example. Just as he plants and fertilizes and waits for the  
harvest, so must Christians. And he doesn’t mean do nothing, of course, but he wants us to  
know that just because what we want isn’t happening right now doesn’t mean it won’t ever  
happen. 
 
“Everything will happen when it’s supposed to,” James says. “Just hang in there.” 
 
It’s healthy for all of us to be future-focused. It’s easy to get discouraged because of what we  
see around us. Maybe it’s world or national events, or maybe it’s something closer to home. 
 
Maybe you’re sick or discouraged or worried. Maybe you’re tired or homesick. Maybe your faith  
is being challenged, and you’re wondering how much longer you can hold out. He’s coming back. 
He’s coming back soon. And when he comes back, he’ll reward your faithfulness. 
 
“Soon” in the Bible doesn’t always mean soon according to our timetables, though. We’re living  
in the final age of the world—the Christian age—and at some point Jesus will return and deliver  
the kingdom to the Father. 
 
But he’s coming back, and whatever we’re worried about right now won’t be an issue then. We’ll  
no longer be tired or discouraged or worried. We won’t be fretting over the trajectory of our  
world’s morality and integrity. Our backs won’t hurt, and we won’t be sighing, crying, or dying. 
 
He’s coming back. Staying focused on that will help us endure whatever we face in this temporary 
life. —Chuck 

 



Today 
 

Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom today. The 
2-4-year-olds will meet from 3:00-
3:30pm, and kindergarten through 
fifth grade will meet from 3:30-
4:00pm.  
 
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 
 
Our Sunday evening class will be at 
5:00pm with a special panel discus-
sion led by Chuck Webster. 
 
 

Family News & Events 
 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, July 26, and the food item that is 
needed this month is Peanut Butter. 
 
 

Youth 
 
Congratulations to our graduating 
Seniors!  
       
 Chloe Arnold 
 Nya Gagakuma 
 Keegan Holland 
 Marcanthony Jenkins 
 Keeley Percer 
 Kyle Percer 
 Mya Rumph 
 

 
Happy Anniversary 

  
Jim & Denia Petruzella              July 17 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

Clara Thomas               July 12 
April Winningham              July 12 
Lindsay Lyles               July 14 
Angela Taylor               July 16 
Ian Fantroy               July 16 
Cole Dees               July 17 
Linda Graham               July 18 
Brooks Goff               July 18 

 
 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday 

Elder to Contact in July for Needs:  
Jimmy Lyles 

 
8:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Daniel Warren 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Jonathan Weimer 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Darrell Powell 
Elder’s Words: Paul Williams, Jr. 
Closing Prayer: Matt Trousdale 
  

10:00am Service: 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster  
Scripture Reading: Ben Vick 
Song Leader: Kyle Wadley 
Opening Prayer: Bill Rayburn 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
Communion: Joel Abbott 
Elder’s Words: Harold Rhodes 
Closing Prayer: Chad Yeilding 
  
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 28 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of Wor-
ship. This is pages 171-176 of the One 
Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, July 12: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; 
1 Kings 14; Joel 2:1-11 
  
Monday, July 13: 1 Corinthians 2; 1 
Kings 15:1-32; Joel 2:12-32 
  
Tuesday, July 14: 1 Corinthians 3; 1 
Kings 15:33-16:34; Joel 3 
  
Wednesday, July 15: 1 Corinthians 4; 1 
Kings 17; Amos 1 
 
Thursday, July 16: 1 Corinthians 5; 1 
Kings 18; Amos 2:1-3:2 
  
Friday, July 17: 1 Corinthians 6; 1 Kings 
19; Amos 3:3-4:13 
 
Saturday, July 18: 1 Corinthians 7:1-24; 
I Kings 20; Amos 4:4-13 
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The Endangered Conscience 
 
That small, still voice that echoes loudly 
when we are children grows quieter as we 
get older. Things we once never dreamed of 
doing, now somehow are practiced regular-
ly, often without remorse. The darkness that 
used to frighten and sicken us is now wel-
comed like an old friend. This is a picture of 
the gradual killing of a conscience by giving 
in to sin over and over. It could be yours. It 
could be mine. But how do we stop this pro-
cess if we are traveling this road? 
You may have often heard that the apostle 
Paul declared how he had “lived in all good 
conscience before God” (Acts 23:1), even 
during the times that he was persecuting the 
church. The conscience can be deceived, but 
often rings true for us. Paul led a sincere life, 
and when he learned the truth, he told of 
how he kept his conscience clean. He told 
Governor Felix, “so I always take pains to 
have a clear conscience toward both God 
and man” (Acts 24:16). To keep from mur-
dering your conscience takes continual work 
and, at times, pain. But why go to all that 
trouble? Is it worth it? 
What is the end to the killing of a con-
science? James spoke of the progression of 
sin in James 1. He said we are each “tempted 
when we are drawn away by our own lusts 
and enticed. Then desire when it has con-
ceived, gives birth to sin” (v. 14). Some 
would say there is nothing too alarming 
about indulging in your own desires. But 
James concluded: “and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death. Every sin that we 
give ourselves to willingly, without turning 
back, will chip away at our consciences and 
ultimately kill us eternally. Peter spoke of a 
people who had been in the sin business so 
long that they “cannot cease from sin” (2 
Peter 2:14). Paul told young Timothy that 
some would depart from the faith because 
they have their “conscience seared with a 
hot iron” (1 Timothy 4:2). 
The darkness of sin creeps in all around us. 
But if we want to save our consciences and 
our souls, we must stand up now against the 
sins that “cling so closely” to us (Hebrews 
12:1). We must embrace the freedom that 
comes from living for God and flee the bitter 
agony of sin.  
Are you killing your conscience? 

—Darrell Powell 



Carelines Cont. 
 
Dale and Jackie Roberts, Alex Roberts’ 
parents, have been tested for COVID-
19. His mother has tested positive, and 
his dad has not received his results yet. 
Please pray for their health. 
 
Pervy Tanksley, a medical assistant’s 
father at Joel Abbott’s practice, has 
been dealing with bladder cancer. He 
was having additional bladder surgery 
and had a cardiac event during surgery. 
They had to do emergency bypass sur-
gery—he is now on a ventilator at 
Princeton. 
 
Julius Davis, an eighty-eight-year-old 
neighbor of Jim and Christy Reece, is 
suffering with internal bleeding.  
 
 
 

God  
didn’t promise 

 days without pain,  
laughter  

without sorrow, 
 nor the sun without rain,  

but He did promise 

strength  
for the day,  

comfort  
for the tears,  

and  
light for the way. 

 
 

5 Ways to Overcome a  
Spiritual Attack 

 
1. Pray 
2. Speak and believe truth 
3. Choose not to fear 
4. Let go of control 
5. Watch God work 
 
 

Every day  
do something  

that will  
lead You  

closer to God. 
 
 

Attendance and Offering 
July 5, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Worship 8:00am: 48 
Worship 10:00am: 63 
 
 
Contribution: $15,136.35 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $14,988.15 
Contribution to Date: $404,680.01 

  

 

                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 
 

Philippians 2:22 
 

“But you know Timothy’s proven 
worth, how as a son with a father he 
has served with me in the gospel.” 
 
 
 

 

  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins:  Jeff Nabors, 
Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Wil-
liams.  
 
Remember our church family: Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washing-
ton, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Jen 
Bonnett (a friend of Leah Covington’s), 
Bill & Virginia Aultman (Sid Aultman’s 
parents), Brian Shaw (Tiffany Roberts’ 
friend), Cally Nichols (Paul & Karen Kir-
by’s friend’s granddaughter), Terry Mar-
lowe (Jim & Christy Reece’s friend), Don-
na Wimberly (Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-
law), Dr. Lynn Simons (Lajuana Logan’s 
friend), and Michael Morns (Nikesha 
Fantroy’s uncle).  

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to 
Virgie Banks and her family upon the 
death of her husband and our friend, Jim 
Banks. Jim battled Alzheimer’s for many 
years and passed away on Monday,  
July 6. In lieu of flowers please contrib-
ute to Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N. 
Michigan Avenue, Floor 17, Chicago, IL 
60601 or to Childhaven Children’s Home, 
1816 Childhaven Road NE, Cullman, AL 
35055. 
 
We extend our condolences to Charlene 
Thomas and her family upon the death 
of her brother, Gabriel Britt. He passed 
away on July 3 from COVID-19.  
 
Gail Powell spoke with her oncologist 
after he reviewed her PET scan. He de-
cided not to do a biopsy at this point but 
to wait 12 weeks and re-scan. Please 
pray for patience during the 12 weeks 
and a clean scan at that time. 
 
Geraldine Washington will have knee 
replacement surgery at Grandview Medi-
cal Center on Wednesday, July 15. 
 
Denise Hunt, Rex Anderson’s niece, is 
still battling COVID-19. 
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Place  

Postage  

Worship the Father 
(John 4:21-24) 

 
The ______________________________________ is here 
 
 
 
 

Worship ________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
Worship in ______________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
Worship in ______________________________________ 

Discussion class Sunday evening at 5:00 
Unity of the Spirit 

 

Join us on our website or YouTube channel at 5:00pm for 
an important panel discussion on the unity of the church. 
In the midst of chaotic times, we’re thankful that God has 
called his church to model the unity of the Spirit. Join Merv 
Prince, Harold Rhodes, Stan Tippens, and Chuck Webster 
for this important discussion. 
 
 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


