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May 31, 2020 He gives more grace 
 

[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 

“For we all stumble in many ways,” James wrote (3:2). 

Amen to that. Most Christians I know are quite aware of the myriad ways they fall 
short. 

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but in James 4 the writer’s on a bit of a negative kick. He 
accuses his Christian readers of lust and fighting and covetousness. He insinuates that 
they’re selfish, then—if that wasn’t enough—he calls them adulterers. 

He doesn’t seem very happy, does he? 

I’m glad there’s this next verse, because it brings us back to the place we all need to be: 

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble” (James 4:6). 

Isn’t that beautiful? He gives more grace. 

We all stumble in many ways, but he gives more grace. 

Every day we fall short, but he gives more grace. 

We struggle and fall and get up and fall again, but he gives more grace. 

It reminds me of what Paul wrote in Romans 5:20: “where sin increased, grace abound-
ed all the more.” All of us need a lot of that grace, don’t we? It’s good that God’s grace 
isn’t a finite resource. 

But notice the last part of the verse: “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” 

It seems to me there’s one thing that’ll put a barrier between us and God’s grace, and 
that’s pride. Pride makes us think that we don’t need God, that we’re doing pretty well 
on our own. Pride trusts in our own righteousness, our own ability to be good, do good, 
and look good. Pride emphasizes self over God, works over grace, appearance over sub-
stance. 

So in James’s statement there’s a tremendous promise, but also a warning. 

God gives more grace to anyone willing to accept it—what an incredible blessing! 

But he withholds it from the proud—there couldn’t be anything worse than that. 

Father, remove all traces of pride from our hearts and fill us with your humility. We’re 
unworthy of your grace, but we trust in it with everything that we are. Please give us 
more grace. Never oppose us. We humble ourselves before your throne. We ask this 
through and because of Jesus. Amen. 

—Chuck 

 



Today 
 
The Food Pantry will be open today 
from 3:00-4:30pm. Until further notice, 
we need to comply with COVID-19 
mitigations—volunteers are not need-
ed. Thank you for supporting this min-
istry. 
 
Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom this after-
noon. The 2-4-year-olds will meet from 
3:00-3:30pm, and kindergarten 
through fifth grade will meet from  
3:30-4:00pm.  
 
Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 
 

 

Family News 
 

We are planning to resume on-site 
worship services on June 7. There will 
be two services—one at 8:00am and 
the other at 10:00am—everything else 
will remain online for now. An email 
with more information has been sent 
out, but please call the office if you 
have any questions. 
 
June Faith in Action Project: We’re 
going to work with Backpack Buddies 
again as we did last year. This time we 
plan to collect items for their No Child 
Hungry program in Birmingham. Denia 
Petruzella is coordinating this service 
project, so if you have any questions, 
please reach out to her at dpetruzel-
la@aol.com. We’re asking our mem-
bers to collect 5 items (toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, bar of soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, etc.) for each bag—these 
can all be purchased at Dollar Tree. 
Denia will put a box out at church, and 
you can start putting the items in the 
box beginning June 7 and continuing 
throughout the month of June. Please 
take the 5 items and place them in a 
clear, gallon-size Ziploc bag and put 
them in the box in the foyer. We 
would like to collect at least 100 bags, 
so perhaps you can take this on as a 
family project and buy enough items 
for several bags. 

Worship Assignments 
Sunday Morning 

 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Chad Blackmon 
 
Opening Prayer: Daniel Warren 
 
Communion: Darrell Powell 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Paul Williams, Jr. 
 
Closing Prayer: Alex Roberts 
 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs:  
Carl Logan  

 
 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 22 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of 
Christians. This is pages 135-140 of the 
One Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, May 31: Romans 7;  
1 Samuel 16; Psalm 61 
 
Monday, June 1: Romans 8; 
1 Samuel 17:1-54; Psalm 62 
 
Tuesday, June 2: Romans 9:1-29; 
1 Samuel 17:55-18:30; Psalm 63 
 
Wednesday, June 3: Romans 9:30-
10:21; 1 Samuel 19; Psalm 64 
 
Thursday, June 4: Romans 11:1-24;  
1 Samuel 20; Psalm 65 
 
Friday, June 5: Romans 11:25-36;  
1 Samuel 21-22; Psalm 66 
 
Saturday, June 6: Romans 12;  
1 Samuel 23-24; Psalm 67 
 

 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 
“All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in right-
eousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good 
work.” 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
William & Lindsay Lyles  June 2 
Jason & Karen Blakemore      June 3 
Adam & Laura Lyles  June 3 

 

Happy Birthday 
 
Alex Roberts                 May 31 
Randall Johnson     May 31 
Joe Myers        June 2 
Michael Petruzella       June 2 
James Paul Williams       June 2 
Lauren Warren        June 4 
Wade Warren        June 6 
Tracy Percer        June 6 
Shawn Troughton       June 6 

 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
I would like to thank the person who 
dropped off the hot chocolate at my 
door. Since Frank likes the house cold, 
the warmth of the chocolate was very 
comforting.  
In Christian love, 
Donna Dearien 
 
 
We were relatively new members at 
Hoover and have just recently relocated 
to Huntsville for school. We just wanted 
to say thank you to everyone at Hoover. 
We were warmly welcomed and felt at 
home during our time there. We will 
miss attending Hoover so much, and we 
will still be tuning in online in the mean-
time! 
Thank you all! 
Chris Self & Lauren Kois 
 
 
 
A cartoon in Forbes magazine shows a 
modern father talking with his young 
boy, giving him some fatherly perspec-
tive: “Remember, Son, these are your  
tax-free years. Make the most of them.” 
—House to House Heart to Heart 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, 
Lynne Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nan-
cy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Jona-
than Weimer, Iesha Gagakuma, Dick 
Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste Till, Virgie 
Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah Washing-
ton, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: 
Cally Nichols (Paul & Karen Kirby’s 
friend’s granddaughter), Terry Marlowe 
(Jim & Christy Reece’s friend), Brother-
in-law (Jeff Melton), Donna Wimberly 
(Lajuana Logan’s sister-in-law), Dr. Lynn 
Simons (Lajuana Logan’s friend), Mi-
chael Morns (Nikesha Fantroy’s uncle), 
Lavorisa Washington, Jr., his wife, and 
child (Sarah Washington’s nephew), 
Donald Wright (Sarah Washington’s 
cousin), Pervy Tanksley (Joel Abbott’s 
assistant’s father), Susie Eckert (Cory 
Covington’s friend), and Gy Elly (young 
man from Tanzania). 
 
Bill and Virginia Aultman, Sid Ault-
man’s parents, have health issues and 
are in therapy at their home. 
 
Jen Bonnett, a friend of Leah Covington 
and Tiffany Roberts, had a severe fall 
and is at UAB in NICU.  
 
Geraldine Washington had a block for 
pain and is doing well. 
 
Griffin Webster is recovering from an-
kle surgery and is doing well. 
 
John Beard, Jason McKeown’s friend, 
will be placed under hospice care soon. 
 
Wayne Handley, Marc Handley’s dad, is 
being treated for dementia and has also 
been diagnosed with Lymphoma. 
 
Please pray for Felicia Arnold’s cousins, 
Tryphena Ellis, Lakeya Ellis, and Trindi 
Mitchell (also has pneumonia) who 
have COVID-19 or have been tested for 
this virus.   
 
Brian Shaw, Tiffany Roberts’ friend, is  
undergoing chemo treatments. 

Attendance and Offering 
May 24, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: - 
Worship AM: - 
Worship PM: - 
Wednesday PM: - 
 
Contribution: $15,424.00 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $15,259.71 
Contribution to Date: $320,454.01 

 

  
                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 

• Peru 
 
 
 

1 Peter 2:21 
 

“For to this you have been called, be-
cause Christ also suffered for you leav-
ing you an example, so that you might 

follow in His steps.” 
 

 

Expectations 
 
In Luke 9 we read that Jesus sent His 
disciples into the towns and villages 
to teach the gospel and to heal. Fol-
lowers of Jesus should expect to be 
sent. We don’t become Christians to 
be served or catered to. So, in our 
youth ministry, we are hoping to help 
equip our children for their mission 
to reach out to the lost and dying 
world and show them Jesus.  
 
But when Jesus sent his disciples out 
to work, he didn’t send them and for-
get them. In Mark 6:30 we read, “The 
apostles gathered around Jesus and 
reported to him all they had done 
and taught.” Jesus didn’t just allow 
the disciples to go and teach without 
giving feedback. He spent time with 
them inspecting and evaluating the 
work they did so that He could teach 
them better.  
 
People don’t always do what is ex-
pected of them, but they are far 
more likely to do things that are IN-
spected of them (Dr. Donnie Hilliard). 
The disciples returned and gave up 
the details of their labor. What good 
might come from sharing what we do 
and teach? “And let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and 
good works” (Hebrews 10:24, ESV). 
 
Christ isn’t giving us the same verbal 
evaluations today, but we can fill this 
role as we mentor younger or new 
Christians. We can lovingly inquire 
about the work that we are doing for 
Christ. Let’s stir up something good 
within our Christian family and meet 
in heaven together.   
—Darrell 
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Place  

Postage  

They were called Christians 
(Acts 11:23-26) 

 
Christians aren’t . . . 
     ____________________________________________ 
 
 
     ____________________________________________  
 
 
     ____________________________________________ 
 
Christians . . . 
     ____________________________________________ 
 
 
     ____________________________________________  
 
 
     ____________________________________________ 
 
 
     ____________________________________________ 

Zoom Class on Jonah at 5:00 
 
Please join us this evening for a Zoom meeting/class. After a 
brief time of prayer requests followed by a prayer, Chuck will 
teach a short class that continues his reflections on Jonah 
(that began a couple of weeks ago on Wednesday night). The 
Zoom invitation will be emailed. 
 
We’ll still open up the room at 4:45 if you want to join early 
and catch up with other church members. After the teaching 
part of the class, we’ll open it up for questions/comments. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you Sunday evening! 

3248 Lorna Road 
Hoover, AL 35216 


