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May 17, 2020 Why God might not be answering 
[This article continues my bulletin article series from James]: 

I’d like to think that God answers all my prayers, but he doesn’t (at least not by saying yes). 
Can you relate? It happens for dozens of reasons, and James gives us one of them here: 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions (James 
4:3). 

I can think of specific times when at the time it seemed like God was just ignoring me, but 
now I know why he refused to grant my request . . . my motives weren’t right. I wanted 

what I wanted because I was selfish. 

James doesn’t tell us exactly what was going on with his readers, but apparently they were 
asking God for things that they would use in self-advancing, impure ways. Some of them 
may have been rich people who were using what they had to oppress the poor. 

Regardless, the principle is clear—We need to ask ourselves why we’re asking God for what 
we’re asking. 

Are we asking him to help us financially? Sometimes God doesn’t answer that prayer be-
cause we haven’t been very faithful with what he’s already given us. Why would he give us 
more when we’ve used most of what he gave us to meet our unending list of wants? On the 
other hand, the one who is faithful with little might be trusted with more. 

But it extends beyond money, of course, and I think James wants us to look carefully at all 
of our prayer motives. 

Why do we ask for better health and a longer life? 

Why are we pleading for a better job? 

Why do we ask God to remove our stress? 

There’s certainly nothing wrong with asking for any of that, but we ought to think about 
why we want it. Everything we take to God’s throne should have some connection to our 

primary desire to bring him glory through what we do. 

We want better health so that he might work through our lives to honor him. We’d like a 
better job that would give us an opportunity to reflect his glory more widely. We’d like less 
stress so that our focus on him wouldn’t be diluted by all the cares of life. And we’d like 
more money so that we might give more and use his money in ways that spread his word 

and honor his name. 

It would be a good exercise for each of us to keep a prayer journal and write down every-
thing we ask God about. And then—for each thing—we could reflect on our why. 

God loves giving us what we want, but only when we’ll use the gifts to come closer to him 

and draw others toward him.  —Chuck 

 



Today 
 
Shawna Brown’s classes for children 
who are two years old through fifth 
grade will meet on Zoom this after-
noon. The 2-4-year-olds will meet from 
3:00-3:30pm, and kindergarten 
through fifth grade will meet from  
3:30-4:00pm. An email will be sent to 
you with instructions on how to join 
the meeting and what supplies the chil-
dren will need.  

Don’t forget about KidSing today at  
4:30pm! 

 

 
Family News 

 
The Food Pantry will reopen on Sun-
day, May 31, and the food items that 
are needed this month are peanut 
butter and oatmeal. Until further no-
tice, we need to comply with COVID-19 
mitigations—volunteers are not need-
ed. You may drop off your food dona-
tions at the building or donate on our 
website at your online giving portal. 
Thank you for your support with this 
ministry. 
 
We are tentatively planning to resume 
on-site worship services on June 7. 
There will be two services—one at 
8:00am and the other at 10:00am—
everything else will remain online for 
now. More details are forthcoming. 

For those of you who are in a high-risk 
category, we have many people in our 
church who have already volunteered 
to do essential things for you—get gro-
ceries, run to the pharmacy or bank, 
etc. You can contact Chuck on his cell 
(205-586-5610) or email 
(chuck.preacher@gmail.com), Kyle on 
his cell (205-792-5922) or email 
(kwadley@hoovercoc.org), or Jean on 
the church office phone (205-822-
5610) or email 
(jtroughton@hoovercoc.org). 
 
Thank you for continuing to make your 
contributions to the church either by 
mail or our online portal.  

Worship Assignments 
Sunday Morning 

 
Call to Worship: Chuck Webster 
 
Scripture Reading: Jeff Church 
 
Opening Prayer: Corey Covington, Sr. 
 
Communion: Jeff Melton 
 
Sermon: Chuck Webster 
 
Announcements: Jimmy Lyles 
 
Closing Prayer: Jeff Dungan 
 
Elder to Contact in April for Needs: Carl 
Logan  

 
 

One Word 
 
One Word Devotional Readings: This is 
Week 20 of our reading, so the study 
this week is on the biblical idea of 
Mother. This is pages 123-128 of the 
One Word devotional book. 
 
Sunday, May 17: Acts 25; Ruth 1-2; 
Psalm 47  
 
Monday, May 18: Acts 26:1-18;  
Ruth 3-4; Psalm 48 
 
Tuesday, May 19: Acts 26:19-32;  
1 Samuel 1:1-2:10; Psalm 49 
 
Wednesday, May 20: Acts 27:1-12;  
1 Samuel 2:11-36; Psalm 50 
 
Thursday, May 21: Acts 27:13-44;  
1 Samuel 3; Psalm 51 
 
Friday, May 22: Acts 28:1-16;  
1 Samuel 4-5; Psalm 52 
 
Saturday, May 23: Acts 28:17-31;  
1 Samuel 6-7; Psalm 53 
 
 

“Don’t get tired of studying; God will 
give you strength . . .” (Isaiah 40:28-29) 
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Happy Anniversary 
 
Chad & Charity Blackmon    May 17 
Grant & Jennifer Dalton     May 20 
Drew & Heather Spivey     May 20 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
Becky Smith                   May 17 
Brianna Bowers     May 17 
Edward Curry     May 18 
Miles Blankenship    May 18 
Iesha Gagakuma    May 19 
Daniel Warren     May 20 
Kindall Harrell     May 21 
Geraldine Washington    May 22 
Jamie Starns     May 22 
Bromleigh Warren    May 22 
Jim Reece     May 23 
Faith Hernly     May 23 

 

 
Words of Gratitude 

 
I would like to thank the children and 
their teachers for the beautiful heart-
shaped signs and messages that they put 
on my front door. It was like a ray of sun-
shine.  
In Christian Love, 
Nancy Griner 
 
 
I would like to thank my Hoover family 
for the love, care, and concern that was 
shown to me and my family during the 
untimely death of my sister, Sharon. 
I will always remember how deeply you 
impacted us with prayers, cards, count-
less texts, visits, and phone calls during a 
very difficult time in our life.  
Love is, what love does!  
Forever grateful, 
Doris Sankey & family 
 
 
The psalmist declared, “Sing to the Lord 
with thanksgiving” (Psalm 147:7, NIV). 
Paul wrote, “Be thankful” (Colossians 
3:15, NIV).  
A spirit of thanksgiving is always the 
mark of a joyous Christian. 
—Billy Graham 
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  Carelines 
 
Remember our shut-ins: Jim Banks, Jeff 
Nabors, Rowena English, Joyce Baker, Lynne 
Nichols, Linda Garnett, and Nancy Williams.  
 
Remember our church family: Jonathan 
Weimer, Iesha Gagakuma, Geraldine Wash-
ington, Dick Smith, Clara Thomas, Celeste 
Till, Virgie Banks, Sylvia Huffman, Sarah 
Washington, and Nancy Harris.  
 
Remember our families and friends: Cally 
Nichols (Paul & Karen Kirby’s friend’s grand-
daughter), Terry Marlowe (Jim & Christy 
Reece’s friend), Donna Wimberly (Lajuana 
Logan’s sister-in-law), Dr. Lynn Simons 
(Lajuana Logan’s friend), Michael Morns 
(Nikesha Fantroy’s uncle), Lavorisa Wash-
ington, Jr., his wife, and child (Sarah Wash-
ington’s nephew), Donald Wright (Sarah 
Washington’s cousin), Pervy Tanksley (Joel 
Abbott’s assistant’s father), Susie Eckert 
(Cory Covington’s friend), and Gy Elly 
(young man from Tanzania). 
 
Griffin Webster is scheduled to have ankle 
surgery on Friday, May 15. Please pray that 
the surgery will go well and that he will 
have no complications with his recovery. 
 
Dustin Byars, Margaret Moore’s  
nephew-in-law, will be undergoing two sur-
geries at Mayo Clinic for Hypertrophic Car-
diomyopathy.  
 
Steve Scruggs, Carl and Lajuana Logan’s 
friend, had cardiac bypass surgery at UAB 
on Wednesday and is now in CVICU. Please 
pray for his wife, Kathy, as well. 
 
Felicia Arnold has requested prayers for her 
cousins: Tryphena Ellis has COVID-19, 
Lakeya Ellis has COVID-19, and Trindi 
Mitchell has pneumonia and was also test-
ed for COVID-19.  
 
Wayne Handley, Marc Handley’s dad, is 
being treated for dementia and has also 
been diagnosed with Lymphoma. 
 
Virginia Aultman, Sid Aultman’s mother, 
had a heart valve replaced on Monday, May 
11. 
 
Brian Shaw, Tiffany Roberts’ friend, is un-
dergoing chemotherapy for bladder cancer. 
 
John Beard, Jason McKeown’s friend, is 
suffering with medical problems. 
 
Jeff Melton’s brother-in-law is recovering 
from surgery. 
  

Attendance and Offering 
May 10, 2020 

 
Attendance:   
Bible Class: - 
Worship AM: - 
Worship PM: - 
Wednesday PM: - 
 
Contribution: $13,900.05 
Weekly Budget: $15,320.69 
Weekly Average: $15,373.04 
Contribution to Date: $292,087.76 

 

  
                Supported Works 
 
• Childhaven, Cullman, AL  
       ($20,000 annually) 
 
• Rainbow Omega, Eastaboga, AL 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 

($10,000 annually) 
 
• George Funk, Gospel Chariot Mis-

sions, South Africa ($2,400 annual-
ly) 

 
• Cy Walker, Guyana                     

($1,200 annually) 
 
• Food Pantry ($9,000 annually) 
 
• Guyana 
 
• Tanzania    
 
• Philippines  
 
• Peru 
 
 
 

John 16:33 
 

“I have told you these things, so that in 
Me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world.” 
 

 

Live Peaceably 
 
Paul said in Romans 12:18, “if it is possi-
ble, as much as depends on you, live 
peaceably with all men.” While Paul surely 
meant to convey the idea of being at 
peace with others, it seems that there is 
more to it than that. Notice the phrase 
that he used: “live peaceably.” One Psalm-
ist said, “. . . seek peace and pursue 
it” (Psalm 34:14). Living peaceably de-
notes an active pursuit of peace. We need 
to be people who seek peace. 
Many times I’ve read Romans 12:18 and 
concentrated on the first half of the 
verse—“if it is possible, as much as de-
pends on you.” Yes, there are some peo-
ple with whom it is impossible to live in 
peace, but that does not give us a license 
to neglect our peace-making responsibil-
ity. We should avoid any action that 
would jeopardize peacefulness such as 
speaking evil and lies about another (1 
Peter 3:10). We should never be the 
source of dispute or quarreling, but this 
still does not mean that we will not be the 
objects of persecution. 
“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution” (2 
Timothy 3:12). It is a certainty that the 
righteous will be afflicted, yet we must 
still pursue peace. Jesus said, “But I tell 
you not to resist an evil person. But who-
ever slaps you on your right cheek, turn 
the other to him also. If anyone wants to 
sue you and take away your tunic, let him 
have your cloak also” (Matthew 5:39-40). 
Often it is no easy task to maintain accord 
with others, but our Lord requires that we 
do all that we can. 
The prophet Zechariah said, “Love the 
truth and peace” (Zechariah 8:19). To 
maintain peace in one’s life, he or she 
must love peace. As Christians, are we 
showing the world our love for God’s 
peace? Do you promote peace among 
your classmates, your co-workers, and 
your family? Do you strive to keep peace 
in the body of Christ? “And if it be possi-
ble, as much as lieth in you, live peacea-
bly. Though it be but barely possible, la-
bour after it” (Adam Clarke’s Commen-
tary). 

—Darrell Powell                         
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Place  

Postage  

A future and a hope 
(Jeremiah 29:10-14) 

 
Background: 
- Judah is in exile in Babylon 
- Some false prophets were telling the exiles that they 
wouldn’t be in Babylon long; they might’ve even been en-
couraging rebellion against Babylon. 
- In response, Jeremiah said: “These are false prophets, 
and they’re wrong. . . . You’ll be there 70 years. . . . But 
God hasn’t forgotten about you.” 
 
Living in hope doesn’t mean ignoring opportunities to 
_______________________________________ we live in. 
     “Seek the _______________ of the city” (29:4-7) 
 
 
 
Living in hope means knowing that God never __________ 
about his people who are in exile. 
 
 
 
Living in hope means living in anticipation of __________. 
 
 

Zoom Meeting Sunday Night at 5:00  
(some thought questions below) 

 
 
Join us on Zoom Sunday evening . . . the room will open at about 
4:45. We hope that this will be an interactive time where you can 
ask questions or make comments if you wish (or you can just listen/
watch--whatever you prefer). Please plan to be with us.  
Things to think about: 
If you have time, reflect on some of these questions . . . We’ll give 
you a chance to share your thoughts Sunday evening if you want 
to: 
 
From Wednesday evening (Running From God, Jonah 1:1-10): 
- Chuck borrowed from Tim Keller and defined sin as running from 
God and grace as God’s pursuit of the one running away. What are 
your thoughts about those definitions? 
- In what ways do we run from God? 
- At its root, Jonah’s attitude was one of self-righteousness, which is 
our innate desire to find ways that we’re superior to others. What 
are some of the ways we do that? 
- How does the gospel speak to self-righteousness? 
 
From Sunday morning (Future and a Hope, Jeremiah 29): 
- What’s the situation with Jeremiah’s original audience? 
- “Seek the welfare of the city” . . . What did that mean to them? 
What might that mean to us? 
- What does it mean for Christians to live in hope? 
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